The younger generation
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A series of demonstrations were organised in Lahore and other major cities on February 14 to agitate against the caricatures published by a relatively unknown Danish newspaper. The chain of events since the publication sometime in September 2005 conclusively proved that the cartoons were commissioned and published not incidentally but under a deliberate and well-considered plan initiated by Christian Denmark and supported by European countries. When the Danish publication failed to attract much attention, they were reprinted by several European journals exposing their clear intention to humiliate and hurt the feelings of the 1.3 billion Muslims all around the globe, to put on trial the convictions and test the strength of the Muslim faith. 
The west was taken by surprise by the intense reaction and a universal consensus of Muslims of all nationalities and backgrounds on the need to raise a united voice and conduct a relentless campaign to prevent repetition of such insensitive pieces of journalism under the guise of freedom of expression. Such a free license will open a floodgate of this kind of absurdities from many devious minds, if not checked and stopped right at this stage. 
The organisers of the Lahore rally had assured the city administration of a peaceful march without any political slogans and restricted only to the condemnation of the cartoon publication. The police were instructed to stay back and not be visible. This relaxation in precautionary procedures became their failing. A few young men could not resist the temptation of helping themselves from the unguarded shops filled with luxury goods they could only dream of possessing and banks with ATMs full of currency notes and no security around.
The religious fervour suddenly evaporated and they went on a rampage joined by most, looting shops and banks and senselessly breaking and putting on fire cars, motorcycles and buildings. A noble objective was turned into common theft, arson and hooliganism. 
Did these young men really understand the gravity and believe in the cause for which they took to the street? Do we really admonish them for their lack of character or should we ourselves take the blame for failing to develop our younger generation as a responsible segment of an equitable Islamic society, where they have national pride, treat public properties as their own asset and feel answerable for the effect of their behaviour on the image of their nation? Was their motive really to rob or was it an expression of some other inner feelings of deprivation of sorts? 
The following morning, a large number of children dressed in neat school uniforms, carrying school bags attacked the diplomatic enclave in Islamabad breaching all security and damaging a number of buildings of foreign missions. These young people also must have been motivated by something. 
Was this demonstration of ill discipline just a protest against the government and its collaborating foreign nations or was it a conduit to release their anger against their own suffocation and inability to do something and their lack of faith in the rulers? Is it not time for us to seriously analyse, identify and redress these undercurrents instead of dismissing them lightly? Our youth is the future of our country and need to be carefully guided by giving them a sense of purpose and participation. 
The Pakistan of 1947 has already lost its eastern wing and our successive governments are rapidly losing sight of the ideology and the fundamental concepts of its creation. During the last six decades our people have almost forgotten about the long independence struggle and the considerable sacrifices made by many of our peers whose names are not even found in the history books. We have emerged as a confused nation, always compromising our basic principles to pragmatism and submitting lamely to authority. We have come to scorn idealism as foolish where changing loyalties pays immediate dividends and is considered a reality to be embraced without any qualms. 
We always seem to be passing through a self-inflicted crisis where a knight in shining armour has to rescue us, who becomes indispensable and to whom all and sundry commence paying homage immediately. He overrules all institutions including the constitution to which all had taken an oath to uphold and preserve, his word becomes law and his wish our command. We are always in a transitory phase and some kind of permanency with a philosophy of our existence and a method of governance has remained elusive. 
In the absence of an ideology, economic success has become the foremost objective of governments trickling down to the people, considered much more important than any principles, morality or ethics. A few privileged people use their influence unscrupulously to amass wealth while the unconnected vast majority of our population can barely earn meagre subsistence. Material success regardless of source has become a measure of social position in the community where spiritual, moral or intellectual achievements have become meaningless. We blindly ape wealthier nations in our politics, business, culture and daily life unwittingly embracing their bad points and missing their strengths, oblivious to whether they conform to our religion or the few social traditions that have survived. 
Disparity between our words and deeds has become commonly acceptable making us all hypocrites of a high order. The lessons that the educational institutions or the parents try to teach their children are contrary to those applied in practical life. The political leaders have discredited themselves in the eyes of the common man, who sees them as corrupt and self-serving and feels isolated from the affairs of the government that has eroded their national pride. Thus, our nation has failed to evolve a character of its own and these weaknesses have made us vulnerable to exploitation by anyone who cares to do so. 
Even our Islamic character has become disputed and undefined due to the power struggle between the religious scholars and the various other parties each of whom have their own interpretation of the Islamic social structure. Is it not a pitiable state that a majority of inhabitants of Pakistan do not understand the writing of the holy book, as we have never implemented a system in which every Muslim child should begin his or her life not just by reading but by fully comprehending the contents of the holy Qur’an that prescribes a complete and full way of life? 
The young people who robbed the stores and the banks or who climbed over fences to damage foreign missions have shown us a light provided we are not blinded by our short term pursuits. They are crying to be heard and to be led in the right direction. If we do not see them or hear them, our future is doomed. 

