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BALOCHISTAN has formulated a “medium-term development strategy” (MDS) to create an enabling environment for private investment, develop human resources and to improve the water management to boost agricultural production.

For implementation of the MDS, the provincial government needs Rs1.5 billion. The policy document has been submitted to the federal government for approval.

The core objective outlined in the strategy is empowerment of the people to tackle widespread poverty. The MDS recognizes the people as stakeholders in the decision-making process and places their interests at the top of the list of priorities.

The poverty in the province is attributed to several factors including its geography and quality of human capital that increase the cost of social services. Presently, the poor are recovering from the devastating drought that plagued the province for the last five years. The ground water is being rapidly depleted. Only six per cent of the land is cultivable and productivity is low because of the arid conditions. The multiple indicators related to income and wealth, housing, transport and communication, education, health, gender equality etc. indicate widespread poverty.

The Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) has observed that development plans must be focused on building civil society, including establishing press clubs, bar associations and community radio and television networks. This would bring its population to the main stream.

“The concern of the people of Balochistan over demographic balance in the province must be considered when making decisions. This is especially crucial with regard to mega projects, such as Gwadar port, and acquisition of land by those based outside the province,” the Commission observes.

Water development: The provincial Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper (PRSP) recognises water as a threatened resource in the province which is blessed with extensive groundwater resource. According to the hydrological map of Pakistan, out of total three main units, two are located in Balochistan. These units are: Indus River basin, Kharan desert basin and Mekran coastal basin.

The strategy calls for managing groundwater on a sustainable-use basis, recognizing the need for a great deal of planning, besides evaluating current practices such as the use of delay action dams. It is also aimed at improving the management of deficient water resources by reducing the overall impact of the water crisis.

The groundwater tables are on decline due to mismanagement. Streams and other sources of water are facing risk of over exploitation. . The provincial government is planning to undertake a number of new projects. To begin with, it has firmed up Balochistan Small Scale Irrigation Project which covers the Pishin Lora Basin (PLB), and includes entire districts of Pishin, Quetta, Mastung and partial coverage of districts of Killa Abdullah and Kalat.

The long-term water management programme will meet a long felt need for adequate quantity of water for agriculture, especially the expanding acreage of fruit orchards. Fruits are major source of income in areas where water is scarce. Trickle irrigation system is now a recognised method of irrigation which provides maximum possible water efficiency, claimed up to 90 per cent.

Agriculture development: The objective of the strategy is to increase farm output and raise per capita income with focus on raising productivity and improving natural resource management which are “critical” for redefining the future water needs of the province.

The agricultural development is linked to the development of water resources. The lands are canal irrigated, Karezat irrigated, tube well irrigated and rain fed(or barani). About 229,824 hectares of area in the province is irrigated by tub-wells. Except Naseerabad district, there is no perennial system of irrigation. The crops contribute about 62 per cent of gross agriculture income which employs 67 per cent of province’s total workforce. About 75 per cent of the population lives in the countrywide.

Farmers are presently facing difficult times as frequent load -shedding and power breakdowns have created an artificial drought-like situation. Many rural areas are facing 8-12 hours load-shedding. And fluctuation in power supply has inflicted additional losses to farmers.

The power shortage in rural areas has severally affected food crops like onions, potatoes, zeera, and garlic besides green vegetables. There are many districts and tehsils like Mastung, Kalat, Khad Kocha, Manguchar, Gidar, Naushki, Abad, Kanak, Dulai, Ahmadwal, Diringar, Mal, Dasht, and Spilinji, which are hard-hit by water crisis. Fruit crops in northern Balochistan are similarly affected.

In order to obtain maximum irrigation efficiency, new water management techniques need to be introduced. It is envisaged to determine the ground-water potential plus the availability of surface water to attain optimum water resource utilisation. This can be achieved by adopting trickle irrigation system and lining of water distribution network to minimise conveyance losses.

Human development: Human development indicators here are the weakest among the four provinces and improvements will need concerted efforts over the long- term. The predominantly patriarchal social structures are a traditional challenge to human development and gender equality. The rugged and inaccessible terrain, limited water resources for irrigation, large illiterate population, ethnic diversity, and traditional women’s status are added challenges to economic growth and human development in the province.

