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Most of the Muslim majority countries are ruled by authoritarian regimes. Lacking legitimacy, such regimes are obliged to invoke the doctrine of necessity which favours ‘special interests’ at the cost of public interest. Feeling insecure, the rulers look for foreign patrons. Unfortunately, this has been the US role in a large part of the world since the end of World War II 

Going by the United Nations estimates, Muslims are the second biggest religious community in the world after the Christians. In 57 countries they constitute majority populations. They also have sizeable minorities in the United States and European Union. Some of the 57 Muslim-majority countries are endowed with natural resources, including oil, making them rich despite their placement in the Third World. In spite of the huge numbers and material assets, Muslims are being killed and maimed in places like Iraq by occupation forces, their surrogates and the ‘insurgents’. In Afghanistan and the Tribal Areas of Pakistan, the situation is only marginally better. Palestine, Kashmir and Chechnya remain under perpetual subjugation and atrocities against their Muslims rarely cause a prick of conscience at the international level.

Muslims appear to have attracted the full wrath of the only superpower since the US suffered the 9/11 havoc. Interestingly Osama bin Laden, whose Al Qaeda is blamed for the mass murders, was a star in the jihad against the Soviets in Afghanistan and a close confidant of the CIA. In the end the fact that the ragtag Taliban harboured him provided the US with the excuse to occupy Afghanistan. Corrupted by the power of conquest, its local allies perpetrated horrendous crimes against humanity. They also handed over all kinds of people to the US for detention and interrogation at Guantanamo and similar prisons. In the US, essentially an open society, the courts are under great pressure to condone unprecedented detention of suspects without trial. The latest UN report on Guantanamo prison is embarrassing for well-meaning Americans as well as their well-wishers. While nobody should grudge the US greater attention to its security it must maintain a fair degree of compliance with international law.

Given its experience in Iraq, the US must appreciate that while it can conquer almost any country, the resistance by nationalists etc can easily undermine the cost-benefit projections of such an exercise. Such policies can only help the extremists, demoralise the over-stretched American army and alienate US allies. Afghanistan, too, is seeing deadly activity by the opposition. Indiscriminate bombing raids and poor handling of civilian casualties has destabilised Pakistan’s Tribal Areas and resulted in the spread of Taliban influence. America’s goodwill deficit, particularly in the Muslim world is increasing and becoming dangerous. US must be more forthcoming about the facts so that the recent misadventures in our part of the world are better tolerated.

There are many reasons Muslims are at the receiving end. First, they have shown a remarkable lack of capability to run consent-based governments subject to rule of law and accountable to citizens. Second, most of the Muslim majority countries are ruled by authoritarian regimes. Lacking legitimacy, such regimes are obliged to invoke the doctrine of necessity which favours ‘special interests’ at the cost of public interest. Feeling insecure, the rulers look for foreign patrons. Unfortunately, this has been the US role in a large part of the world since the end of World War II, particularly since the collapse of the Soviet Union. This state-citizen disconnect is the greatest weakness in the Muslim world. Third, extremism appears to offer an alternative. Given the US support for corrupt and autocratic regimes it is also directed against US interests.

Muslims must rise and fight for genuinely consent-based governments that function within the ambit of their constitutions so that nobody is above law. Once they have overcome this basic weakness, extremism will disappear. Unlike the Organisation of Islamic Conference, an organisation representing such governments will be shown consideration even by the sole superpower. For its part the US will do well to support such transformation to democracy, which is the only real guarantee of global peace. 

The writer is a former interior secretary


