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Several NGOs and human rights activists highlight the issues of child labour, plight of women and, what they say, discriminating treatment meted out to minorities in Pakistan, despite the fact that its record is better than many other countries. If sometimes there is an odd case of harassment and murder of a person belonging to the minority community, it is, in fact, due to the environment created: Firstly, after the Afghan war in 1980s and, secondly, joining the war on terror after 9/11. It is a matter of record that some Muslim extremists have been killing Muslims, and more than 30,000 have lost their lives due to suicide attacks. Of course, the war on terror, political instability, economic crisis and natural calamities have made Pakistan more vulnerable to anti-State propaganda by hostile elements for the achievement of their notorious designs. These anti-Pakistan elements, including foreign media, Indo-US-Israel intelligence agencies and their spin doctors, are propagating against alleged excesses on minorities in Pakistan. Some Pakistani media men, analysts and pseudo-intellectuals have also joined the chorus with the West without verification whether the violation of human rights took place.

Since Pakistan is determined to fight extremism, its civil and military leaderships have shown firm resolve to eliminate it in every form and manifestation. Pakistan is, indeed, an ideological country that was created on the basis of Islamic principles, and is under obligation to provide protection to all segments of society. Undoubtedly, it has a diverse society with different ethnic and religious identities; the Constitution clearly defines the rights of minorities, assuring them full security, freedom of expression, right of self-determination, liberty of following the faith of their choice and free will to align with any social setup or political party. Special quotas in different fields have also been granted for them. Islam is a religion of peace and stands for the progress and prosperity of mankind. However, self-seeking elements and religious shysters interpret it as a conservative religion upholding obscurantism; thus deviating from the simple, rational and humane spirit of Islam. 

Islam heralded the end of the ancient world of oppression, inequality, injustice, and pride and privileges based on distinctions of race, colour and creed. It gave the message of socioeconomic justice, human dignity, reason and light. The misguided elements should know that Islam advocates religious liberalism with no parallel in human history. If a minority misinterprets Islamic injunctions, or is involved in acts of terrorism, Islam is not to blame. The Holy Quran ordains: “Let there be no compulsion in religion. Truth stands out clearly from Error” (2.256). Moreover, Allah Almighty despises those who create groups to divide the people, and engender hatred, rifts and conflicts among human beings. In order to avoid sectarian conflicts, Muslims have been advised not to indulge in disputes, even with those who divide the religion, since God alone will take them to task.

So far as the minorities’ rights are concerned, it is Islam which protected and respected non-Muslims even 1400 years ago, when they were persecuted for their faith and religion. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said about Dhimmis (the non-Muslim citizens of a Muslim State): “O who kills a man under covenant (Dhimmis) will not even smell the fragrance of Paradise” (Bukhari and Muslim). The problem is that the terrorists’ organisations have foreign connections and they get financial support and weapons to undertake suicide bombing and other terrorist attacks inside Pakistan. The aim is to weaken the writ of the government and exacerbate the already worsening law and order situation in the country.

The Quaid had envisioned Pakistan to be a modern, progressive State, rooted in the eternal values of our religion and, at the same time, responsive to the imperatives of constant change. In his address before the Constituent Assembly on August11, 1947, he outlined his vision for Pakistan, and the most remarkable part of this speech was his assurance to the people, including minorities, that their fundamental rights, liberties and freedom would be protected. “You are free; you are free to go to your temples; you are free to go to your mosques or to any other place of worship in this State of Pakistan. You may belong to any religion or caste or creed that has nothing to do with the business of the State,” he declared. 

It has also to be mentioned that some violent incidents against minority leaders took place due to personal enmity and local social and political disputes within the minorities. To link these incidents with the religious motivation of other majority sects insinuating tacit approval of the government is totally ridiculous. However, the redeeming feature is that majority of Pakistanis’ perception of Islam is at variance with the extremists’ perception, and the majority would ultimately prevail upon the minority of misguided elements. 
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