Will Bush live up to it?


UNLESS the harsh reality of America’s domestic politics makes him dither, President George Bush seems to mean business, for Israel must have been shocked by the word “occupation” he used for the West Bank. “There should be an end to the occupation that began in 1967,” he said and called for a peace treaty by the year’s end to create a Palestinian state. Speaking in occupied Jerusalem on Thursday after talks with Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas and Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert, President Bush asserted that the Palestinians should have a state of their own. This is not the first time he has spoken of a peace deal by the end of the year. He expressed similar hopes at the Annapolis summit where the document signed by the American, Israeli and Palestinian leaders visualised the emergence of a sovereign Palestinian state by December this year.

The issue boils down to making Israel abide by the Annapolis agreement and help President Bush succeed where previous US administrations failed. This is a tall order. Israel has a record of violating UN resolutions and international treaties to some of which America is a signatory. These include the celebrated Declaration of Principles signed in Washington in September 1993 by Yasser Arafat, Bill Clinton and Yitzhak Rabin. This agreement laid down that a final settlement, including the status of Jerusalem, would be in place by April 1999. This never happened. Rabin was murdered by a Jewish fanatic, and the three subsequent prime ministers — Benjamin Netanyahu, Ehud Barak and Ariel Sharon — tore the DoP to pieces. The Camp David summit in July 2000 also failed to achieve any results because of Clinton’s extreme partiality towards Israel.

The roadmap, prepared by the Quartet and unveiled by President George Bush in April 2003, died the day President Bush said that 2005 was an unrealistic date for a Palestinian state to emerge. He also agreed with Sharon that Israel should retain some land in the West Bank even after quitting it. The most recent demonstration of Israel’s contempt for international treaties came last November when within a week of the signing of the Annapolis document Olmert declared that Israel was not bound by the 2008 deadline. He also confessed recently that Israel had not been faithful to the roadmap. The resolve expressed by President Bush to give the Palestinians a state of their own will succeed only when his administration, dominated as it is by confirmed Zionists, makes it clear that it will tolerate no nonsense from anyone and that a Palestinian state must come into being by the end of 2008, no matter what obstacles Israel creates.

