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	AT HOME ABROAD: Mad dogs —Angela Williams
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The word commonly used to describe Israel’s rabid dog response has been ‘disproportionate’, but, as Ahmad Khalidi argued in The Guardian, it is not really a question of proportionality: “Israel is staking a claim to the exclusive use of force as an instrument of policy and punishment, and is seeking to deny any opposing state or non-state actor a similar right.”

So much tragedy has been enacted over the past fortnight that one is tempted to steer well clear of it and to focus on something completely different for fear of doing injustice to the suffering. But I can’t leave unmentioned the renewed horror of events in the Middle East, and the consequences for us all. As southern Lebanon is razed to the ground in response to the capture of two Israeli soldiers, and playing children are buried deep in the earth by the force of Israeli bombs, whilst others weep beside their dying parents, George Bush slurps his food, ‘Yo Blair’s his British lackey and thanks him for his thoughtful gift.

The word commonly used to describe Israel’s rabid dog response has been ‘disproportionate’, but, as Ahmad Khalidi argued in The Guardian, it is not really a question of proportionality: “Israel is staking a claim to the exclusive use of force as an instrument of policy and punishment, and is seeking to deny any opposing state or non-state actor a similar right.” The exclusive right to ‘self defence’ is crucial to a made-up state, one based on religion and attempted genocide 60 years ago, and one which, in its turn, seeks the disappearance of another people who, according to Golda Meir never really existed anyway as a people in their own right. Time and again, decade after decade, Israel sees fit to snarl, bite and go for the jugular of its neighbours and yet to give an impassioned virtuoso performance as The Victim; quite a feat of doublethink.

I apologise for the mixed metaphor but must attribute the dog analogy to its original author, the now sadly comatose Butcher of Beirut, Ariel Sharon, who told reporters some years ago that he was sick of the Pitiable Jew image, and wanted the modern Jew to scare the living daylights out of the world, to kill innocents like a mad dog which might turn and rip out other throats at any moment. Then, he reasoned, the comfortable Jewish jeweller in Golders Green, the delicatessen owner in Manhattan would have their shop windows smashed in by outraged locals and have to move to Israel to swell the numbers of what would then become the mightiest of nations. Sounds uncannily Hitlerian doesn’t it?

Sharon, being a vegetable now, is no longer relevant, but the latest Israeli prime minister, Ehud Olmert, seems to be trying to live up to his predecessor’s vicious nutcase image. Olmert’s war has so far killed over 500 civilians in Lebanon, many of them children; thousands have been injured, their lives thus irreparably damaged. It has also involved the targeting by a precision-guided aerial bomb of a long established United Nations post in southern Lebanon which killed four UN observers, despite 16 reminders to Israel that you’re not supposed to do that. Oops, it was a mistake. A precision-guided one. Scripted, it seems, by Donald Rumsfeld, Olmert said, “unfortunately during a war these things can happen”. Which member state of the U.N is now going to want to send in its troops to help bring peace and sanity to the region when Israel cares not a jot for the safety of UN observers? Sanity is clearly not what the USA and Israel are after. It’s a quick polishing off of Hezbollah that they want, before world opinion demands an end to this terror, to this slaughter of civilians. Some hope! (Both of a quick polishing off of “one of the most sophisticated and disciplined guerrilla forces in the world” according to reporting in The Times, and of an effective demand from world leaders for a ceasefire.

This ceasefire business opens up a whole new vista of grotesquery. Two members of the gentle sex, US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice and British Foreign Secretary Margaret Beckett voted against an immediate ceasefire in Lebanon at a summit in Rome this week, contrary to the voting of the UN, France, Germany, Italy, Spain, Greece, Jordan, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Canada and Cyprus. Let us just consider the wickedness of this: who in their right mind would vote against the cessation of violence, of the killing of civilians? People like these ‘notional women’ who then blather on incomprehensibly even to themselves, one would imagine: Rice: “We have to have a plan that will actually create conditions in which we can have a sustainable ceasefire.” And while we’re actually devising this plan, if a few hundred or so more kids actually buy it, then that’s just the price we have to be prepared to pay, I suppose. Actually. Madeline Albright, another kind lady, would have agreed I’m sure. And then we have the British nutter, Beckett: “Even if you could get a ceasefire half an hour ago, you would probably be back in hostilities in a few days.” So let’s forget the whole thing, then, eh Margaret, and concentrate rather on one’s own career.

Vanessa Redgrave contributed to a letter to The Guardian on Thursday reminding readers that “In Lebanon in 1987, in the midst of bloody conflict, “days of tranquillity” were negotiated by the UNICEF for four days in three successive months to enable all children to be immunised. Water mains were repaired and damaged pumping stations put back in operation. ...Thousands of children’s lives were saved.”

But what care we for all that? It is, after all, as ever, The Middle East Crisis, and the fact that Europe and the USA caused it 60 years ago, and perpetuate it even now is not much mentioned. But what goes around comes around. They are our children being slaughtered over there, and the next time there is a ‘senseless act of violence’ in Britain or the States, we may remember them and weep. But probably not.
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