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he 173 military operations in both
Alghanistan and Iraq are dragging

on. After & lull of few months, a.

suicidal attack on a German bus
carrying German soldiers home took place
on June T near Kabul killing four German
ISAF soldiers and wounding 29, 1L was the
bigpest attack on peacekeepers sinee the
fall from power of the Taliban regime in
Ot 20012

While commenting on the terrorist at-
tack the German Defence Minister Peter
Struck pointed out that most likely it was
some Arabs with al-Qaeda connections.
Earlier the May 12 suicidal attacks in
Riyadh, in which 35 people died including
some U8 families,, and then the
Casablanca bar incident also points to al-
Queda linkages. According to UN Security
council report, nearly 800 al-Gaeda ‘third
generation’ operatives are spread out
arcund the globe and ready to target West-
ern tourist or economic targets, especially
the US and its eoalifion parmers.

In fact, the US-led coalition forces re-
min engaged in a ‘difficult and dangerous
war,' says the US Defence Secretary Don-
ald Rumsfeld. Afghanistan belongs (o the
calegory of faled states, Ethnicity, ideol-
agy, and vicious internal fighting make it
an ungovernable country:

The Afghan soclety was quite stable at
the time of constitutional monarchy of
King Zahir Shah. The 1979 Soviet military
ivaston and later internal fighting for two
decades has ripped apart the fabric of
Afighin society. The Taliban regime estab-
Hshed in the early to mid1990s was an-
other sethack.

After thelr forcible exit in 2001, and
the installation of a transitional govern-
ment, law and order problems still exist.
Refugees continue to linger on in Iran and
Patistan, not sure whether to return or
not. Warlordism' is rife wheére Karzal gov-
erTment exercises | lenuos or weak con-
trod over the provinces. The problems of
reconstruction are formidable and the
funds are not fortheoming as expected.
Taliban and al-Qaeda are regrouping in
south and southeastern regions and are a
thorn in the side of the Karzai govern-
ment. -

Therefore, prospects of & unified
Afghan stale emerging in the foresseable
future are bleak. A lot will depend upon
the role and assistance by the US, regional
ricighhbours, and international community,
Motwithstanding US claims of continued
engagement in the region; the Irag preoc-
cupation has palpably alfected the US con-
cenlration and foeus in Alghanistan, Will
the U5 come to have sustained interest in
Afghanistan for some years? Contrary to
post-1988 developments in that country,
when the Soviet Union decided to with-

draw, 'lhE i YEEr O 50

decent haste’ fro
However seemingly its stakes are oo

high in the region to re-enact a shni

sudden departure. For Afghanistan wis a
hurb of terrorism through the al- riet~
work, which inflicted torro

monitoring of palitical developments in
nuclear Pakistan all militate for continued
and perhaps presence in the region for the
foreseeable future. This interest may not
necessarily mean that there might be early
rebuilding of Afghanistan, which ideally
should be the top priority, if the benighted
country has to be extricated from the vi-
cious cycle of poverty and terrorism.

But unlike Irag; Afghanistan today is 2
shattered state as a result of 22 years of
internal warfare and external intervention.
It lacks hasic infrastructire, and & skilled
educated class. [t is littered with mines,
has a large population cither internally dis-
placed or living outside as refugecs. Un-
like Iraq, high illiteracy, and lack of natural
respurces act as big impediments. More-
over, its professional class has either emi-
grated or is reluetant to return till peaceful
conditions return in that eountry, Irig oo
is passing through & critical transition
from & despotic dictatorship that had nuled
for three decades. With tribal traditions
and a repressive Tegime in power,
prospects of immediate return to democ-
racy in both countries are grim, albeit [rag
fares somewhat better than Afghanistan
duetul‘ugilahttmwmrﬂhanrihummm
source levels, Anti-US feelings in both
couniries are running high and the US-
British forces are’ seen as occupation
armies.

ome observers remain very sceptical

of US-Pakistan relations in future,

despite positive trends of Mushar-
raf's visit inJune to the US. Should Pak-
tstan fail to control 'cross-border terror-
ism' in Kashmir (it is very difficult to
guarantee a peaceful border after having
sponsored militant elements for years), or
should Pakistani domestic scens see nesur-
gence of Istamist forces, or lerrorist acts,
this will sound an alarm bell in Washing-
ton and other Western circles abott the
fafe custody of Pakistan's nuclear
weapons. In that extreme scenario, the
115-Israel-India tripartite nexus may come
imto play with an aim to 'defang’ Paldstan’s
nuclear programime. After all, the 1S lead-
ership has been constantly harping on the
theme of ‘preventive’ and ‘pre-emptive’
strikes against ‘rogue states’ or siates
where nuclear weapons are under the
threat of falling into the hands of extrem-
ist/ilitant forces and likely (o be used in a

one"

T )
fit. of desperation or mge il

Now, NATO forces will hﬁﬂaﬁlﬁlﬂ i
Afghanistan whén the ISAT comes
NATO command, The headguars
at the air force base in Bagram, '
Kabul, It also serves as the headquarter of
11,500 US led eoalition troops now
sweeping the south and southeast of the
country and trying to flush out remaining
but active Taliban and al-Qaeda dements.
It seems that the US will be in Afghanistan
for a long haul and foreign troops will re
main there for the foreseeable fulire.

Close by in the Gulf, [raq is
oceupled with sizable US and
forces. Iran, its immediate ne:shbmg
under threat and stands neutralised in its
open support for Paldstan, China, the lat-
ter's all weather friend and neighbour {8
circumspect not to irk the US at this stage.
Afghanistan has some grievances against
Pakistan, the foremost being the latter’s
Lumpht!!ar in conniving and supporting
the Taliban elements seeking sanctusry in
its tribal regions. The MMA governments
in the two nelghbouring border provinces:
of Pakistan have 2 soft comer for the Pus-
tun Taliban, and are opposed to the Tjik:
dominated leadership of Afghanistan.

In this scenario, the space for
menoeuvre by Pakistan bs gelting quite
strieted. The present effors atrapp

ritent with India are the resulf of o ‘
sions of both India and Pakistan, and an
attermpt by Pakistani leaership to ease the

mounting pressure on Palastane

In the meanwhile, President Hamid
Karzal is on a spree of foreign toursina
desperate bid to secure the 1
aid for rehabilitation of 2 1

Surely, this is?:ﬂ crucial mmuﬁmx
Afghanistan, A failure to [
Afghans with much-needed security and

linued tirmedl in Mghmlm.n remﬂm:
headache for Pakistan and the region.
President Musharraf has done well in
his recent foreign trip :mdwnnilﬂm
tonal kudos for trying to steer Padstan out
of dire straits. Unfortunately, it is the
weight and sins of dysfunctional and my-
opic foreign a.rlddmnﬁhj:wﬂﬂﬂlhulﬂ
brought Pakistan to the present state of af-
fairs.
This course-correction in foreign pal-
iy is overdue and should have been done
muich earlier. A lot of time has been wmd_
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