- Israel and Irani

ohservers o posit that'the lsraelis arc

obsessed with the jssué of security,
The history of the Jews in Europe before
the advent of Zionism and the century-old
conflicl with the Arabs has left a deep
imprint on the way Israelis view their
security, Such a unigue experience created
whal could be termed a Jewish prism.
According to this prism, Israclis make a
distinction between a Jew and o gentile.
The fatter cannot be trusted and 15 some-
what hostile. By and large, 1srachis are
destined to see challenges
through this prism which, a5 |
Michael Brecher contends, per- |

IF has been nn gxiom for analvsts and

of power as the ultimate guaran-
tee 10 the security and survival of
the state, This might partially
explain why Isracli leaders rele-
galed pedce to the national agen-
da over the last six years.

The argument that peace will lead 10
security is not taken seriously by a major-
ity of Israelis. The belief is still that aven
in the era of peace, power will have the
final say in the regional interaction,
Shimon Peres' idea of a new, peaceful,
Middle East, which is incumbent upon
cconomic integration, was defeated in
Isragl,

OF all Securily aspects. the issue of
weapons of mass destruction (WMD)
remains 4 key' concern to Israeli strate-
gists. Fears of o Fatal attack with WMD
jare beefed up by the fact that some
"rogue” stptes.Csuch as Iran, have been
developing a credible delivery system, Tel
Aviv is now within the range of these
rather deadly weapons. Thus: Israeh lead-
ers believe that they have good reason (o
warry. Indeed, there has been no diplo-
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matic reldtionship between scaet and [ran
ever since the Islamic revolution
in 1979, That lran shores up 1§ 5
militant group Hizbollah hat only. added
salt to the wound, To mafiy Israelis, Tran
was waging ‘'war by proxy in South
Lebanron.

Whilst it 15 W0 that the perception of
threat is considerable. Israclis feel inca-
pable of carrying oot a prec mptive mili-
tary attack as they did with Irag in 1991

By and large, Israelis are
i i deStined to see challenges
st e of b through this prism which, as
sreeae snvomen s o \lichael Brecher contends,
s e e s st pervades thought, feeling,
in the political realm

when the Israeli air force wiped out the
Osirak nuclear reactor, thus retarding the
Iragi elTort to nuclearise for years, In the
Iramian case, nuclear facilities are scat-
tered throughout the country.

Although Israel has stratezic coording-
tion with %’ur}:u}'. that allows the former 1o
use the airspace of the latter, o preemptive
attack will run the risk of failure and,
waorse, will probably not go unchecked.
For this reason, Ehud Barak announced in
1994 that the threat of WMD should be
dealt with on a global level end that Israel
cannot repeal its adventure in Irag.

It should be emphasised that the
Israelis are watchful. So every now and
then, an article will appear in the Hebhrew
press regarding the threat from Iranian
ambitions quest to acquire nuclear
wedpons. A prominent ex-army general
and politician, Mashe Arens. wrole in
Haareiz last week, warning that the

a
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Iranian threat is' real while concurrently
expressing s plensure that the Ui
Stales is serious about this “mrolerable
Iranian ambition and, furthermore, tha
the student demonstrations migh creale o
new ‘dynamic within Tran thil woald
favour [srael

With the demise of the perceived T
theeat and the-subsequent ameliorntion of
Ismigl's Strategic/ envirONMERL. one expect:
Israel to capitalise on he situiation and G
something akin to what Rabin did n
1993, Rabin réached the conelusion (i
the disintegraion of e Sodin
Union and the defeat ot |
credted 0 window ol Bpporti
mity 1o solve the long-stunding
Arablsruel conflicn., Drvien
by this assumption. e s
cessfully signed the s
aecords and the peace van
with Jardan.

The same: scenano ol
stil] happer, but paradosicalls
this-seemsssfow i coming.
There is barely an Istael fead
er who s capable ol repeiting
Rubin's fear. Yel. the insis-
tence on total victory and pro-
craztination tactics have the potental of
ereating the thinking that the probican wil
anly be resolved by the massive use i
Force. Seen this way. the I imfue e
will be enhanced:

The argument that the American pres-
ence in Iraq will 1ake care af the lranian
threat is true, but only in the shori-tenm
Mareover, if the Iranion radicals rentan
predominant, they can always find allics
in_our region who are¢ willing to continge
the fight against the Israeli olcupation
Mow, with the advanced know-how
lranians can smugale light weapons witl
very destructive capabilitics,

Tosum up, 1 believe thar alithough
power 15 important tor safesuarding 4
state’s survival and security, enuie

eace is still the only method thit can
essen the mative (o fightl and sive G
any imprudent gchion




