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arvey Morris examines whather the country’s prime minister has tumed his back on his past suppert for settlements in the
‘est Bank and Gaza, o is simply playing 2 waiting game under pressure from George W. Bush for peace with the Palestinians

rhsl Sharon, the. liraell
prime minkster, this weas
prblicly comunitted hhnself

A

b to  President  George
Buak’s visinn of a two-tate 2ofubion
Lbs eountry's caafllicd with®thn Pales

cangs: By daing w0, l.f'ﬂsapphrat! o
v imdergone ¢ remnriable political
msfarmasion t'w a man once insxtel-
2y Hnked with rightwing drearmns of
Greator lsrael
Iy b stotement In fhe Jendanian
Wl Bea resort of Agaba, standing
wiside Mshmoud Abbas, his Pales-
dan countvrport; and Mr Bush, Mr
mroy Pedied o implutoent the U5
“road map® fog the reglon, This
pea Use creation of o Paleslindan
Ly S5 in bEwileries curently
i by Lsrael,
Israciis, whether they welcome or
rrage the diplamusie course he has
morEced, huvie hesn dtunned bo walch
i podinther of tne dellismend mmoye
ant adart this staee, §1 wold nlmost
Inimive the removel of some
romumunities thar have

1
| of the Jdewish
! temn implanted [ the West Bink and
Gaza since they were captured in the
1507 Middle East war, Yol Mr Sharan
wad zpest much of hiz esreer alvaneing
| Hie ctaese ol Israghi rgpansion by vsing
i 5iring of ministerial posin {0 spensor
1 *--h eaenis;
Hrr, statiendnd 11k wesed shond be
' hig previogs vaous il of the
| coacessionsT b was paepared b unrJ-:r
ake in relurn for peaco. Israalis in
peral bave Bepa kel alack - and
| s riphit whag Baw bemncappalled — by
i wr ::-hnrur' 5w of the the word "acoms
patbon” to desoriba [Bracl'e presence’in
F the rerritories. Some of these whao
Belbeved Dhat be was ineapable of fex)
{ Wity ou the izssue gy Lhey are now
prvpared o give him the benefit of the
| donbt, &~cesmen refraw amang Larael
lefewingers 14 Ehat, while once they
swnre ey wouldd Jeave the country 0
he came’ to power, they now think he
may be the best man to bring e cons
el e an enel,
Some of thoss close to Mr Sharon

e —— e e

says 1t simpty shows that be s sdapt-
1r to Bis tole a2 teader of the couniry.
Fuged writh the wider project of ending
Lhir ocnflic, he 15 slmply adopting the
mist Inglenl and pragmatic coursa. “As
n -zoldier, Le dedbcated Moself single
mindedly to the task 1o hand o the
exclugion of everyibing else aod i was
the same vhen he was minlster of agri-
cuiture and defence, Now be s prine
mitdster, biz project i5 o address. the
overil]l problem facing the - country,”
eays ong lpeapd allickai”

Cotimists on the left v prepsrod Lo
zeeept- that Mr Sharen i3 slicene The
prime mbnlater 1570, 26 Ui will probe

B SSTERRA
Allies szy Sharon’s greatest
strength s that he s a
straight 1alker, Detractors
say e has a canny ability to
bend ternporarily to pressure
while re;-‘-aiﬁing fiee to
reyerse i “Splf in future
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l1|} Ler Big [innl tepmoin -.1ITrv Thu}
1henk Lie v
Torging a-lasting peare puther thay s &
cenfrantntionist whens repifalion emnce
seemed o have been Itrevecably
searrid by the Lebanen war and his
Tndirret responsibility for te 108 mims:
sapre-of Peledtinlans n the Sabsa and
Shntlla refagis cnmps,

Others are loss peperons, Many
Tsrmedis, lol alene Palestinians, are ool
canvineed thol, after o career marked
by brotel confrontation witk the Arals,
Mr Bharon 15 alant W change his ways.
They believe that the prime mlwister -
& master at presorving the status gue —
ts merely playing for thme, 1§ would
have been very band t0 resist public
prossure [mom Mr Bush this week bat
the U5 president's pttenthon eoukl s

bach to dpmestic metiers as fhe 20M
ve-electinn compaipn opproaches

Tae probbem of annlysing Mr She
roal's drue mativation s eempeunided
by the fact that, outside o small crcie
of Triends and advisers, ko keeps. his
v cownstd and B ootoriogely sporing
with public pronouncements, Huther
than offoring [sraeliz o datailed eopost-
tion of hiz underiying strolegy, he pre
fore Io pecsusde them that they shoold
trust him o do the right thing,

The elic served hiog well in the
Jamuary  goneral olections,  which
roburned him fo pewar with o greatly
inproased parlinmentary majority, Viet-
ore trugted him bath to defend I=rel's.
seearity amd bo:salbguand s inlepests
i the foce of intermational presstne o
peaulie the condlict following & swar in
Irag,
greatest streogih i= that heis a
strdpht talker and when he pemmits
hinsself 10 o dowrse of actlon, hawever
unpapular, be sticke oy

Bul Mr Sharon's debracters say hid
gt mecerd - shows o canny ability 1o
bend trmporarily G0 pressune whils
prosurving the freedom to reverse him:
gall in Duture. They =ay Lhinl whenswer,
eithir as an army efleer or a politl
ciiz fe has hadd W implement o poelicy
with wiich he does mot ngree, e has
always done so- with o reassuriig nod
il wela k.t ks followers, Trast e, he
has seemd LG sapeest, 1 owdll e sl
elait bn tin

They recall that after dme ol soveral
militnry ajperntions in’ whbeh he wis
il e acceated on ordes o ocon
e b oy B L [ Awar wioeks amd
then fmmediately sent them oo tee
works beove. His reputation as o darig
wirriar eobeired lome o libs men bl
aften Lrought him nto eonfliict with
his suporiors. 10 whom he protnized
caur thinge but dud anethes

Mr Shutron was acewsed ol birenichiing
dlscipline v the T Sinad campadm
when b bed bis men in n desperaie
battle towards the Sues canal inoan
unautirtsel operation Lhat seajor o]
cers hud divimesd nones=entinl. His bl

i nliies =2y thet Mr Sharon's:

gest blatapt deception came In 198%
whet:, &g defence minister, he sent the
Leraeli army all the wny to Beirut after
promizing that the incursion lite Leba.
rn wold hall alley 40km.

Booplice wiho focus on his tendoney
by gay one thing and do aneiher point
o recent contradictory rsmais as o
Eowr ho intends to- pirsoe the peace
Trocess. Al oiie point, be =aid the pois-
fa] eonpeesaions he had ln mdnd weould
inedude the evacualion of i namber of
celablished  seithments, which he
mapiot. A Bitlle ater, hoe assared sei-
gt tht Jews would nlweys rematn in
thoas sumoeerens. Amnd alter he tald s
Likud porty coliesgues that lsrael
could not eontinoe indafinltely io
“plcuny” L-r" Palestinian, his affice
s} 2 stethment implying that this
stntement did oot rule ool continned
eooupation of ind.

Spusw pualvsis believe the Palestin
L slate de fanes b andnd will not pat an
el to the rightwing dhodst projoc
with which he has uniil now been igen
tified. ‘Mr Sharon, thay say, will man-
couvrg 10 keop most, Af pot all, of the
estahlizhed setilvments. Ar fateriom
slate, widel wauld be e maded for o
fistiige soverekpn slide, waoild s enamys
pletely demilitorised and lsrael would
cogetral all its borders, )

M Blnron may have adopled fhe g
g of sepacation froos fhe Pabestiy
s, Aho moalvsts ssy, bul thot is A
long. way from surrendering bis life-
leng eenusitmen] to petaknkag offethve
eaptrol oviy Hie whole af the hastesie
Land of Erad, Yhe may beye pocepled
the rhetoric ef the robd map, Lhey suy,
tmat hibs destinntion roninios the Sans,

W, mach will 1nzn om bow focuset
Me Biush remuabiv: on the Middle Bad
pemce procisd The US presidest indi-
cnted] this week that his adminbatention
wailtthl malniain eopntovts. wiih, and
pressure gan both sifes b0 keep nigotin
bons moving. Mr Sharon may eventu-
alfly be able to steg back froem the o)
Hon be apgeared toodoke ks woek oo
the settlements bt hig freedom for
mareeuyTe s e troo: punrantecd.




