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eople chepred when the 1S

marines marched into the capital.

Al last someone would restore

order, remove the thugs and mur-
derers from the streets, and foree &n end
lo the chans. Then a new government ar-
rested and tortured dissidents. The US or-
dered the dissidents’ outside hackers;
Syria and Iran, to stay away. Britain joined
the U3 In policing the streets. With Wash-
ington supporting the government and
training its army, the opposition strategy
mieant removing the Americans and the
British, Syrin and Iran helped the rebels.
American soldiers shot and killed Shia
Muslims. American and British planes
bombed their neighbouriioods. Soon, the
American embeassy and the marine head-
quarters were rubble. American and
British civilians were taken hostage and
displayed on telovision. Then, the Amwer-
can warships sailed away and took the
marings with them. The experiment in na-
tiom-building wias over.

This has already happened. The time:
August 15982 to February 1585, The place:
Lebanon. Can it happen again, on a larger
scale, in Irag?

The forces that drove the confliet in
Lebanon are duplicated in Iraq. About
40% of Lebanon's three million people
wete Shiz Muslims, the poorest and most
desperate peaple in the country. OF Irag's
24 million people, 0% are Shias. Most of
them, after Saddam Hussein's discrimina-
tion against them and 12 vears of sane-
tons, are also impoverished and angry:
Shia Mustims of both countries lonk to
their clergy for leadership in troubled
times. There are strong family links be-
tween the Shias of Iran and of Lebanon,
Sheikh Hassan Nasrallah, leader of
Lebanon's Hizhullah, was borm in the Irag)
holy city of Najaf. The mother of Mo-
hammed Bakr al-Hakim, who heads the
Supreme Couneil for the Islamic Revolu-
tion in Irag, is from a prominent south
Lebanese family Mullahs from both coun-
tries receive spiritual puidance, financial
aid and military support in Iran.

In Lebanon, the United States antago-
nised Iran and Syria. In Irag, the US ap-
pears 1o be doing the same, with Ameri-
can officials suggesting that both Iran and
Syria are ripe for American-sponsored

changes of regime. In Lebanon, the
Lebanese — as well as the Americans,
French, British and Italians of the multi-
national force — paid for US foreign pol-
icy errors in blood.

Iran s, if anything, cioser (o the Shias
of Iraqg than it was to those in Lebanon.
Iran has & long border with Irag, all the
way from the Gulf up to Kurdistan. Iran's
leadership knows the country infimately.
Iraql exiles, some of whom worked with
the CIA for years, said they were im-
pressed on a recent visit to Tehran that the
Iranians’ knowledge of Iragi society and
culture was far supetior to the Americans’;
The US, they said, had a few agents in
Irag, The Iranians, on the other hand, had
allies among both the Kurds and the Shias.

To understand how America became
involved in Lebanon, we mist recall the
summer of 1982, The Lsraeli army was
bombing and besieging Beirut. Philip
Habib, the diplomat sent by President
Reagan to negotiate between the Palestine
Liberation Organisation and Israel, be-
lieved that the only means to save Beirut
from total destruction was to arrange the
evacuation of PLO fighters, Israel de-
manded that the US oversee the evacuz-
tion. Thus, marines came to Belrut to
guide the Palestinian fighters on to ships
and to protect the unarmed Palestinian
civilians left behind in the refugee camps.
The PLO withdrew. A shorl time Jater, the
marines left under a banner that pro-
claimed “Mission Accomplished”,

n September, after the assassination of
Ilhc Lebanese president-elect whom

General Ariel Sharon had imposed by
force in an earlier instance of regime
change, Israel violated its undertakings to
Habib and invaded defenceless west
Beirut, [ts army delivered Christian militi-
amen ' under a thug named Elie Hobeika
(assassinated in 2001, one week before he
was due to give testimony against Ariel
Sharon in & Belgian court) to the gates of
the Palestinian Sabra and Shatila refugee
CAITIS,

The ensuing massacre; condemned by
an [sraell commission of inquiry, forced
the US to return the marines to Beirut.
Britain, France and Italy joined them.
There, they all became pawns of US pol-
icy and hostage to anyone who wanted to
attack the United States.

Hizbullah did not exist when [srael in-
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vaded Lebanon., Within & year, it had be-
come the most powerful guerrilla force in
the Middle East. Tt became the first Arab
armed force to drive the Ismeli army out
of occupied territory. Israel took almost
20 years and many casualties to discover
that the expense of necupying Lebanon
was too high tor pay for ever. Hizbullah's
expulsion of the marines and the [sraelis
from Lebanon relied on Iranian and Syr-
iam help.

In 1880, the first Bush administration
put the final touches to Syria’s domination
of Lebanon when it agreed — in exchange
for Syrian partictpation in the war over
Kuwait — not to oppose Syria’s entry into
Christian east Beirut and its takeover of
Lebanon's  governing  institutions.
Lebanon has been effectively a Syrian
colony ever since. The younger Bush,
however, could not persuade Syria to sup-
port a new American coalition against

Iraq.

Amunb;(me more outspoken, and thus
more frank, propanents of regime change
in both Iran and Syria are Michsel Ledoen
of the American Enterprise Institute and
Richard Perde, recently discredited associ-
ate of the Defence Policy Board. Perde has
said again and again that Syria should be
next on the American hit list. Ledeen calls
Iran “the ereator of modern Islamic ter-
rorism”, In The Australian newspaper,
Ledeen writes: “We are ina regional strug-
gle, and we are compelled to deal with it.
Now what? The short answer is; regime
change.” But is it only demoeracy that the
U5 seeks to impose? If so, what about the
un-elected governments of Egypt, Saudi

Arabia, Jordan and & hundred other coun-

tries around the word?

The characteristic that distinguishes

Syria and Iran from the rest is their effec-
tive opposition to the Israeli cecupation of
Lebanon in the early 19805 and their half-
hearted support of Palestinians under oc-
cupation now. They are also supporting
Iragis who do not want America to be-
come & long-term occupying power in the
country. Just as [srael urged Washington
to undértake regime change in Irag, it is
the loudest cheerleader for repeating the
operation in Syria and bran. In the end, the
cost of this peliey will be borne by the
American military and the peaple of Irag,
Syria and Iran.
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