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am walking ‘barefoot on broken

glass and eggshells with this col-

umin. [ know well enough how it will

displease beiligerent Zionists and
those Muslims who hate Jews. Others
too, probably. becanse these days, there
is a preference for crude and simplistic
postures a la George Bush. We all have to
declare who we are for (absolutely), oth-
erwise we are presumed to be the enermy.
Just as the world becomes maddeningly
complex, political and religious funda-
mentalists jostle for conscripts - people
who will surrender their brains and their
hwearts to follow their leaders. Some of us
have, thus far, resisted this call of the
sirens. We have, In'small ways, crossed
boundaries, entered the minds of “oth-
ers”, and found a deeper understanding
of our common bonds and obligations to
each other. The challenge of this century
is surely how to care about people who
lie beyond our fields of concern, peaple
L whom we owe nothing or even peaple
who have long been our foes.

Which reminds me. The papers
should have blazoned this plece of news
but didn't, se low 15 our esteem for such
activities. This Thursday, a British
woman, Dr Priscilla Elworthy of the Ox-
ford Research Group, was awarded the
Niwano Pesce Prize - £100,000 - for her
work on the resolution of conflicts
through non-violent means. She brings
together Chinese generals with Russian
wezpons designers, Pakistani and Indian
warmakers, and today has radical plans
on unseating: Saddam o which Tomny
Blair should pay attention, There is noth-
ing weak-livered about wanting to find
non-viclent, humane siip roads to tackle
the most intractable problems. It is a
damn sight harder than pure, simple
loathing.

For some years now [ have been a

wnber of a small group that brings to-
getier Muslim, Jewish, Asian and black
Br We meel every six weeks and
tali i:lgn.*n.} often painfully, about all the
tiat divide us and which we know
areot i Wi work: better together
ve helped refugee
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h wish ":'.ﬂmhrfrf- Vi
and participated in projects ©
Islamophobia is gelling worse nffm
many Muslims have openiy campaigined
against the anti-Semitizm that we. all
know is freely traded In mosqgues and
other places?) This is not interfaith dia-
logue, beczuse we have atheists too

among us; Politicians, ministers too, have
been invited for meetings, and sometimes
even more controversial people - repre-
sentatives of the Mation of Islam, for ex-
ample.

This is the place where [ feel best un-
derstood and safe. [ know that if T ever
need help or support outside my own
family, these are the people who will
stand by me. The majority of them, at
present, are Jewish, becanse some non-
Jewish people have gone on to jobs that
do.notallow such informal attachments,
But for the first time ever, | am worried
that this remarkable group will fragment.
The political is pounding the personal so
meercilessly these days, [ wonder if we can
SUFVIVE.

Our alliances, painstakingly stitched
together, are now stretched to breaking
point. Trust, which survived the blasis of
the many wars in the Middle East, the
rise of fanatics - from George Bush and
Sharon to the Taliban - and, until now, the
pending war against Iraq, is fragile and
fradl today

spe adirect connection between what

we are threatening to do to raq and

what we tolerate in Israel. [ am be-
coming aware that this connection wor-
ries the Jewish group members. To them,
there are other evil regimes, and these
human rights abusers get off without 2
mention. They may have a point, But as
one of those Muslims who does not deny
the right of Esrael to exist (to its pre-1867
borders) and who has always been opendy
critical of our own societies, it is telling
that today the iniguitous actions of Israel
are consuming me. They ilustoate too
blatantly the arrogance of leaders who
expect immunity because of the horrors
of the Holocaust, the memories of which
they betray.

I am not at all sure that my Jewish
friends can understand the depths-of
these felings. T don't bring them up he-
cause our relationships feel too vulners-
bile suddeniy.

As my colleague Justin Huggler wrote
in this paper last week, as the world ob-
sesses about Trag, Sharon is acting ever
maore like a licensed psychopath. Some
600 or so Israelis have been murdered by
Palestinians. That is unequivoeally con-
demned by me. But 2,000 or more Pales-
tinians have been massacred by the over-
wielming foree of the lsraell ‘army.
Halestinians, old and young, are subjected
to pumiliation, beatings and torture, as
wizs deseribed in unbearable detail by Ed-
ward Said in a London lecture this Jan-
uary. We Loow what we eall anti-Jewish
prejudices, bt what label do we give to
the attitudes ol suime Jews towards

Arabs, all of whiom are seen as vermin ﬁ.
only for extermination? Arabs tog an
Semites, so what dowe call this Jewish,
hatred for other Semites?

(Gaza is under siege and 2 dozen Pales-
tinians have been killed because they
were suspecterd, yes suspected, of heing)
Hamas activists. Now the 1S 15 numing
Palestinian academics in the UK and the
115, pronouneing them terrorises Wittt
any prool. One of the victims of this sum-
mary injustice is the academic Bashir
Nafi, who lectures at the Universiiy of
London. His life is suddenly engulfinl in
suspicion. He may or may not be s
volved in unsavoury activities. But thi= s
g violdtion of his rights. Ald agoenciv=
have called for our government Lo sen
foad to the starving people of Gaza, di-
liberately denied sustenance by a gov
ernment we do not condemn

But [ do continnally question myself
in Teeling the way [ do. Am 1 becoming
more detached (for the frst time in my
life) from the genuine alarm af what
many decent Jewish people see as a !
creeping  anti-Semitism around the |
world? Is this evil once again uneorked
and is it now tolerated because of the
dreadful policies of the Israeli govern-
ment? T think Linda Grant may be right
when she points out in an essay m
Prospect that “Anti-Zionism, while notit-
self anti-Semitic, if pursued vigorously by
enough people, lays the foundations on
which it becomes passible to construct @
political agenda in which Jews are prin-
cipally responsible for the world's prob-
lemg.”

Many Jewish people feel uneasy about
Eoing on' the anti=war marches for this
reason, and [ understand this reluctance,
Who would want to be out there among
millions fighting for justice for [ragi peo-
ple when all the while placards accuse
you of being a force of evil? I think anti-
war march organisers should have [o-
cused only on Trag, because that is the
absolute priority. But when it comes to
public discourse, you cannot have a cred-
ible debate about Trag witheit direct and
intellectually honest comparisons with Is-
rael and other factors too, such as our
complicity in keeping double standards
for the two countries and the terrifying
ambitions of Bush and Richard Perle and
Paul Wolfowitz, the enthusiastic pro-wir §
American Jew.

If we, progressive Muslims, Jews, |
Caribbeans and other anti-racists, can't
stand the heat of this, if we [all apart over
the way the world seens 1o us today, then
hope must itsell have died.
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