he decision by the pro-

Syrian polificians in

Lebanon to reject Omar
Karameh's move to resign as
prite minister after failing to
convince e apposition wlrm
a national upity ‘government
shows that they are not willing
b accepl realities,

The Syrian domination of
Lebanon is inits final moments
and the sooner Damascus and
its allies in Beirul accepi that,
the beiter for the fuwre of the
‘mbattled country, especially. in

we aftermath of the Feb. 14
ng of former Prime Minister

alik Hariei, Their manoeu-
viings toretain power have little
charnice of success il the game is
ployed on o level 'field, such is
the -intensity of pressure that is
being applied a5 all levels and in
all aspects by the LS and Israel
_ ind the seenes
Obviously, the pro-Syrian

camp has realised that 4t stands
little chance of assuming power
throwgh the ballot box il elee-
tions are held in May, Their
only hope o remain in o posi-
tien of influence is o have their
owi man in charge in the Tun-up
(o the elections, They know that
il they let go now, the person
whio would take charge would
betong to the alllance represent-
ing Harn supporets, the Druze
community led by Walid
Jumblatr and the Maronites Ted
by Patriarch Nasrallah Sfeir
The US and lsrael are per-
haps hoping to have a say in
Lebanon's political future
through their proxy forces while
keeping out Syrin However, as
Tumblan affirmed on Friday,
evan the opposition camp
knows well that Lebanon's tes
with Syria are too deep-rooted
to be dismantled in a hurry, If
anything, as the Druze leader

Musa Keilani

pomted oul, the security of the
I countmes is interwined and
destabilisation of Syria would
mean  destabilisation of
Lebanen, and vice-versa.
Desiabilisation is indeed
what the US has in mind when
it comes to Syria. In the days
and wesks ahead, the American
camp will play oot ils game,
which will reach its climax after
elections are held in Lebanon to
produce what Washington hopes
would be a pro-US regime: That
remadins 1o be seen, however.
Also'fargeted for action. is
Hizbollah, which represents
Lebanon's Shirte majarity, The
LS and Iseael want Hizhollah
disarmed, and this would 1urn
out to ke the most critical task
they would face in Lebanon.
The US would be better advised
te listen to Hizbollah leader

Sheikh Hassan Nasrallah's chal-
lenge to Washington that the
United States cannot successful-
Iy-try to disarm the mifita with-
out areally bloody nose,

It was no casual development
that the leaders of Hamas and
Hizbellah militant groups. on
Friday signed a statement
declaring their armed resistance
to Isragl legitimate. It came after
Hamas political chief Khaled
Mishaal held a meeting with
Sheikh Masrallah in Beirut. A
joint Hamis-Hizbollah state-
ment said the two sides under-
lined the legitimacy of their
resistante aclivities against
Israel. Hamas stressed that the
continuation of the current
ceasefire in the Palestinian terri-
tories depended on an énd 1o
Israelt aggression against the
FPalestinian people and the

release of all prisoners.

MNo doubt, the US would try
to exercise its option of apply-
ing ‘UN Security Council
Resolution 1559, which calls for
a full Syrian roops pullout from
Lebanon, as well as the disar-
mamenl of militias such as
Hizbollah and Palestinian
grotips. It s for this purpose thal
the US stayed away from dem-
anding the resignation of Kofi
Annan as UN secretary-general
despite the implied criticism
against him in the investigation
report on the oil-for-food pro-
gramme.

Many refuse to be' taken by
Ihe assertion that the repor!
exonersted Annan, because il
wias his responsibility as UN
chief 1o ensure that the oil-for-
food programmé was run-as
clean as a whistle and prevent it
being turned into he higgest
fraud in the histery of humani-
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tartan apcl; Let us not forget that
Annan wis the loudes| propo-
nent of notonly continuing the
programme. bul alss expanding
it Surely, he shiould have known |
that such a vasl progrimme
would have serious loopholes
that would give rise to corrup-
tion and he should have plugged
1L

In the immediate Middle
Eastern context, Washington
would have been the first (o
demand Annan's head. That it
opted to de otherwise clearly
indicates that it is hoping g
use its support for Annan as
key ool in shaping LN actions
against Svria as it suits Ameri-
can interests. The LIS and
Tsrael are plaving a high-stake
game-in the Middle East and
they will not-be dissuaded by |
anyone, least of all by the pro
Syrians in Lebanon, They are
among the first targers in the
American lisl.




