FOLLOWING THE NEWS OF NAPOLEON'S
 spectacular victory, at the Battle of Austerlitz,
England’s Prime  Minister Pitt the Younger was
reported to have said to his cabinet: "Fold up the map

of Burope, we nepd it no longer.” With one baold
stroke Napoleon had checked the forces of his adver-
- shiries — Austriiand Russia — and all of Europe wis
-sitting a1 his fect waiting to be conquered.

Today, one is inclined to say the same about the

Arab world. The map of the Arab world s being
redeawn us we speak; and one could speculate that

in-a few vears’ time the Arab world as we once
knew it will be no more. Following America’s
messy dnd bloody intervention in Afghanistan ind

Irag, it would appear as il the other Arab-Muslim
countries i the region that stretches from the

Mediterranean to Central Asia are falling over
themselves to  accommodate  Washington's
demands for reform and democratisation. Even in
_:_.mm Critar and some other smaller Arab states have
tried to be ahead of things by allowing refarm fong
before Bush's *Crusade’ for democracy.

Drevelopments in Egypt, Syria, Iran and Lebanon

1o the uuu_nm rnhn&ﬁmaﬁ feed with the
Il ﬂaﬂmﬂﬂn - having democracy delivered
carpet-bombing an

igh camp crifse missiles, the
leaders of the Arab world have seen the writing on
the wall. They knaw the game is up. Perhips the
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Will this reform and liberalisation
end up liberating the hearts and
minds of the Arab peoples
themselves? Or will it end up
merely opening the economies
and societies to external inferests
and the predatory demands of
global capital?

| MacMillan's famous

‘winds of chimge® speech on the tide of anti-colo-
s that eventually liberated Africa from the
i the 19608 and proclmmed
that-a *wind of freedom’ 15 blowing across the Arzb
waorld, While a “wind of change® 15 indeed blowing
across the Arab world, one is forced to ask which
direction it is blowing from

The ‘wind of changé® that blew across the
African continent in the 19605 was, without doubt, an
1 iprising. It camied with it the voice
peoples: Fro 1o Palrice
n Mehdi ben Barka 1o Felix Mowmie,
Abdel Masser w Jomo Kenyata and
Kwame Nkmumah — Alrica and the Arab world pro-
leaders who were
proud of their past, confident of themselves and look-
ing forward to the future, It was for this simple reason
— the pride and confidénce of the new generation of
Southem leaders — that so many of them (like
Lumumba, Mowmie and Barka) met their untimely
ends at the hands of the seeret police ind intelligence
agencits of the West, in muny cases the CIA,

In their place the ex-colomal powers installed a
motley crew of sycophants, erontes and toadics who
served the interests of neo-libbralism 1o their énd:
Marcos and Soehano in Asia; Mobutu and company
In-Adrica; and the whole grray. of parisitic rulers we

now see sitting on the thrones of the Arab world.

The ‘wind of freedom' blowing across the
Arib world rodiy, however, is being fanned by the
United States. If the earlier generation of
Southern leaders proved to be the nemesis of the
old colonial order and ultimately. became the vic-

tim of the CIA, the new generation of cronies and
puppets being installed is being helped into offics
by the CIA, The contrast is so obvious it hurts the
eye to bear witness to il

Faeed with this reality, we retum to the essential
guestion! What is to be done?

For o start wi need to recognise that the *libera-
tion' and ‘democratisation’ of the Arab-Muslim
states is acolossal exercise induplicity and double-
speak. Despite the lip-service paid to the values of
democracy. and liberty, we are not any closer o wit-
nessing the genuine growth of organic democraey in
any of the countries that have come under
Washington’s long shadow. The elections in
Afghanistan and Irag bave hardhy altensd the reality
on the ground in either country, [ndeed, the Taliban
are being courted by the West. All that has happened
is the opening up of political space so that new pctors
and contenders lor the political prize can come Lo the
fore and engage in the bargaining process with their
Westemn counterparts ind allics. :

All over the world the hegemonisation of
Washington's: * War on Terror? discourse — the par-
allel text 1o this discourse on democratisation — has
also opened’ up, new avenues and opportunities for
Southern leaders who wish to dunce to Washington's
tune., The victory of Thailand’s Thaksin Shinawuirn
and Washington's decision 1o grant, Thailand (he
dubious status of a B%ﬁ: non-NATE ally™ s 4 case
in point. Nowhere in Thailand today can we see the
democracy advance, Instead, the country is held
hostige by a clique of powerful businessmen and
politicians whose interests happily coincide with
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these of global capital.

Will this be the ultmate fate of the Armb states ag
? Already the leaders of (he Arah world know
that they are “confronted ‘with stark aned difficult
choices; reform and adapt, of be lumped into the
*Axis of Evil" and blasted to smithereens: The Al
warld is indeed being modemised, reformed ard —
in & skewered sense of the word — democratised and
liberated. But will this reform and liberalisation end
up liberating the hearts and minds of the Amb peo-

i themselves? Or will it end up merely opening
the economies and socielies 10 extemal interests and
the predatory demands of global capital? What and
where will be the place for the ordinary man and
woman i the new Arab world Deing created by the
Bush war machined ... T

The first condition for dealing with the develop-
ments in the Arab world today is 10 understand thal
war and violence are never the means to bring about
genuing democratic change. Democracy cannot be
mmported. Failed reform progmmmes thal ended up
bankiupting the economies of the former East
European countries testify to this, The only democ-
racy thar can flourish comes from within. It has to
mirror the aspirations of the people themselves. [t is
for 1his reason that so many Arab intellectuils and
activists are wary of the “‘wind of change' blowing
through the Arab world. The ‘wind’ is coming from
Bush Jr. Not surprisingly, it stinks,
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