ver Ltlt- last few weeks we
have seeq the emergence of
People Power In Lebanon with
apparenily all shades of opin-
fon and religious affiliation uniting -
Eether o oppose the presence of Syriin
fisrces in thelr country, in the 'wake of
the assassination of Rafik Hariri, the
couniry's former prime minister and the
arctutect of Lebanon's revival after the
civil war. The resentiment towards Syria
caine to the fore because it is widely as-
sumnead that Syria wis responsible for the
murder of the Lebanese leader The
murder and the subsequent Lebanese
rotest a5 well as the nterriational con-
demnation of tils act provided the 18
and Tsrpel with a rajson d'etre for turn-
tug the heat on Syria and so vouiferous
Uemands have since come forth from
both these states for the withdrawal of
gt troons from Lebanon,
_ Well, if Syria did have a hand in the
Harin murder if was a suicidal move be-
Cause Syriz would have krown whit
onld follow in terms of its enemies
[eing provided with the ideal oppertu-
ity 1o move against it And given that
wits alreardy under fire from the US
Tsraed, why would it choose (o com-
it politicil swcide? So, what is impor:
lint fo recall at this stage are develop-
rients in the region before and after
Hirirt's murder. The U5, with Egmtian
cooperation, ha:ima.nagcd Lo arrange
the Abbas-Sharon Summit in Egypt and
#ed the Falestinians on & path of recon-
Ciliation and compromise with Ismel's
lﬁnl line approach 1o a weak Palestinian
ate on the Banty model. Having
Birought the Palestinians in kine, there

I remained the problem of an inde-
pendent Syrin which was seen as a
strong supporter of Hizbullah and an
dlly of fran.

Both Isruel and the US had been
threatening Syria with grave conse-
gieences i it did not fall in Line. In fact,

& nEoconservitive pressure on-Syria
Itasheen guthering momentum over the
years and an important fext in this pe-
gard, entitled “A Clean Break: & New
Strategy for Securing the Realm”, had
been drafied by Binyamin Net.m:.fnhu
and signed Ly the likes of Richard Perle,
Doniglas Feith and David Wirmser, who
{ater joined the Bush team. This paper
rifected the ides of Jand for peace” and
insteard aidvocated “weakening, contain-
ing, and even rolling hack Syria”, But no
substantive pretext could be found for
actusl mititary action agalnst Syria.

It s in this context that we need to
view the Hariri murder and the subse-
quent suicide attack in Tel Aviv, Syria
was hedd responsdble for both and sinee
then we he ;;rr seen the stridency
hedghten in the anti-Syria led
oy the: 135 and [=rael. Condoleezza Rice
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Lebanese, Tragi and Palestinian aspira-
tions: As Ms Rice declared rather impe-
rinusly, “We are starting to see o picture
of a Syria thit really is a blockage to a
different kind of Middle East."(BBC,
March 2, 2005) In an interview with
ABC News, around the same time, Rice
deciared that “There is evidence that Ts-
lamic Jilad, headquartered in Syria, was
in fact involved with the planning of
those atiacks in Tel Aviv.” Both these in-
cidents have provided Ispael and the US
with opportunity to rationalize a swift
surgical strike against Syria

That is why the Syrian decision to
withdraw its troops in Lebanon to the
Bekaa valley and along the Lebanese-
Syrian border with an eventual complete
withdrawa! is not being accepted by the
US and Israel. Of course, the
groundswell of a new nationalism in
Lebanon has added force to the Ismeli-
U5 demands for the complete removal
of what is being termed a *Syrian oceu-
pation force”. Now, while the now spirit
of democracy and People Power is a
wonderful development for the region,
to have [srael and the US take such a
Strong position on the presence of Syr-
ian forees in Lebanon and demand an
end to this Syrian “occupation” has a
certain duality and abstrdity given that
Igrael sl continues to be an illegal oe-
cupying force in Palestine, aided and
abetied in this becupation I!;r‘-’sunm:ﬂve
US Administrations, Now if a Syrian mil-
itary presence is so reprehensible to the
118, it should view all Occupying forces
with the same distaste - incloding the 1s-
raell occupation of Palestine and, closer
1o us, the Indian occupation of Jammy
and Kashmir. But we have not heard
even a whimper from the US on this
count.

Of course, the Lebanese protests on
the continuing presence of Syrian forces
adds weight to the US demands but the
Palestinians have been protesting for
decades against [sraeli occupation with
no such demmand being voiced by the US,
And, of course, given that the US is it-
sell an Occupation power now in Irag -
with many Iragis protesting this ocen-
pation - it hardly seems appropriate to
threaten Syria over the presence of its
forces in Lebanon. This is not to justify
oceupation by any external military
force, but the US-lsraeli stance smacks
of opportunism,

Which brings one back to the miur-
der of Harri - the man behind
Lebanon's recovery from a hloody civil

Fi. Yo, Harlri had had j falling out

S5 Targeting Syria

with Syria becanse of sxcessive
meddling in Lebanese affairs and the ef-
fort by Syria w alter the Lebaness ¢on-
stitution and seek an extension in Pres-
ident Lahoud's term was the last soaw
for Hariri who resigned in protest. But
following the resignation, some analysts
felt Syria had realized its mistake and
that this is what had led to the

of General Hassan Khalil, the head of
Syrian military intelligence, by President
Bashar al-Assad. Also, according to
Patrick Seale, in & column written for
The Guardian (23 February, 2005), &
few days before his murder, Harin had
held a meeting with Syria's Deputy For-
eign Minister, Walid Muallim and Harid
was believed to have been altempting to
apposition. So why would Syria choose
this moment in time to murder Harin? It
has not, displaved a sulcidal bent.

But others like lsrael had plenty of
ressons and one should recall that Israel
has a fairly successful track record on
target killings throughout the Middle
East, After all, Israel has sought to
weaken Syria strateg and destroy
its allignee with Iran so as to be able to
destroy Hizbullah. And, Hizbullah in-
ficted a defeat on [srael when it forced
Israeli forces to withdraw from Southem
Lebanen after 22 years-of occupation,
For the US also, after Irag and with the
death of Arafat, Syria was the only Arab
state to stand its ground alongside Iran.
The contimiing presence of Hafez al-
Assad’s O0d Guard arcund the present
Syrian leader is what the US and Israel
seek to target so that they can then
bring about some form of & more com-
pliant Syrian leadership. This is all part
of the regime change agenda for the
Broader Middie East.

That is why the US is unhappy abow
Lthe pragmatic response of the Syrian
leadership to the people’s intifada In
Lebanon in the form of a commitment
for immediate withdrawal of troops
from the centre of the country to the
Bekaa Valley and along the Lebanon-

Syria border and a gradual overall with-
drawal. Such 2 move makes legitimizing
a strike against Syria more difficult and

the Israelis have lost too much time to
claim retaliation for the Tel Aviv suicide
attack which they chose to lay at Syria's
doorstep. In the new environment of
préemplion and regime change, the
covert approach to destabilise the
enemy from within has become ever
more dangerois and lethal. Therefore
there is a need for regimes in the Mus-
lim World to build and sustain strong
domestic roots of support because the
slakes in the new power configuratinons
are extremely high for Muslim states
and civil societies,
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