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Ducky, that notorious and loud-mouthed YouTuber, is basically a mirror held up to everything off in this country. He shills shady gambling apps, gets arrested, and somehow ends up looking like the victim because the people who picked him up acted like bigger crooks than he ever was.
This guy was pushing online gambling to young Pakistanis, the kind of predatory stuff that feeds on desperation in a broken economy. He deserved scrutiny. If he crossed the line, he should have faced charges. That is the normal play anywhere else.
Instead we got the usual chaos. The authorities went in so rough, so far outside the law, that they turned a valid arrest into a sympathy story. The torture claims alone were enough to make anyone recoil. Then the twist arrived when the same NCCIA officials who grabbed him were allegedly running a huge extortion racket.
We are talking about officers pulling in about Rs15 million a month from illegal Chinese call centers in Rawalpindi. The same unit created to clean up cybercrime was, according to investigators, charging protection money to the scammers. And when they went after Ducky, they allegedly squeezed his family for Rs9 million and moved more than three hundred thousand dollars out of his crypto wallet. Nine officers arrested, seven fled or resigned. A whole mess.
When institutions behave like this, they lose the ability to pretend they are the good guys. You cannot claim authority when your own hands are filthy.
The pattern repeats everywhere. Police in Punjab carry out extrajudicial killings and then wonder why no one trusts them. Authorities take people without warrants and then act shocked when families go to global outlets instead of local courts. Now the cybercrime unit is accused of running the very operations it was built to stop.
And every time, the real issue gets buried under the fallout. Every time, the response from the state makes the original problem worse. Every time, institutions that should inspire confidence end up fueling more cynicism.
The Ducky case stings because it was avoidable. If the authorities had simply followed the law and handled it in court, they would have had the public behind them. Most people know these gambling apps are toxic. Most would have supported a legal crackdown.
But here is the part that makes this even more absurd. These gambling apps are everywhere. They advertise openly. Sports celebrities have endorsed them, cricketers with massive followings who lend their credibility to platforms that are either illegal or sitting in gray zones nobody wants to clean up.
So why has there been no systematic crackdown. Why go after one loud YouTuber while the apps operate freely and celebrities pocket endorsement fees without consequence. The answer probably lies in the same institutional rot. Either the authorities do not have the capacity to take down the actual platforms and their networks, or they do not have the will because someone is making money off the status quo. Maybe both.
It is easier to grab one visible target like Ducky and make it look like you are doing something. It is harder to take on the entire ecosystem, the apps, the payment processors, the celebrity endorsers, the advertising networks. That would mean sustained effort, coordination, and probably stepping on well-connected toes. So instead we get selective enforcement that feels more like a performance than a policy.But following the law requires institutions that function. And functioning institutions need people inside them who know the rules apply to them too. That is where we keep failing.
This mindset that as long as the target is bad anything goes is exactly why nothing changes. Especially when the people doing the arresting turn out to be running their own criminal setup.
This kind of rot wounds the country in ways that touch everything. It creates a place where nobody can claim the moral high ground because the system rewards the wrong people. It builds a public mood where the default assumption is that everyone in the chain is corrupt and most of the time that assumption is correct. And it leads to national crises that are self-inflicted through shortcuts and incompetence.
Look at the time wasted here. Investigations, media uproar, agency infighting, officers disappearing. All because basic procedure was ignored. Instead of a clean case, we got a circus that made Pakistan look like a place where institutions serve themselves, not citizens.Other countries sorted this out generations ago. If you want credibility, you need rules that everyone follows. If you want trust, you need to act in ways that earn it. If you want to prosecute wrongdoing, you cannot be wrongdoers.
Until our institutions decide that the law applies to them too, we will keep ending up in these absurd situations where everyone is in the wrong and nobody comes out clean. And loud reckless figures like Ducky walk out of the mess with even more fame, not because they are innocent but because the system tripped over itself.
That is the real scandal here. Not Ducky and his gambling promos. Not his trash talk. It is what this whole episode reveals about the country around him.

