Legal Dangers of TikTok 
TikTok’s regulatory history in Pakistan reflects the state’s cautious approach towards new digital platforms. 
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TikTok has become a global stage where everyone can be director, actor and choreographer at once. In Pakistan, however, this enthusiastic leap comes with an unexpected co-star: the law.
At the heart of this lies the Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act, 2016 — a statute covering almost every conceivable online misstep, from hate speech to cyberstalking. Simply put, if your content annoys, embarrasses or offends someone — which, let’s be honest, is half the appeal of TikTok — there may be a section waiting for you. Section 37, perhaps the most notable, gives the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) the power to remove content “contrary to the decency and morality of Pakistan”. This is a broad remit. What counts as indecent? What is immoral? In practice, it is often whatever the regulator says it is, turning compliance from a matter of law into an exercise in cultural guesswork.
Constitutionally, things are no clearer. Article 19 promises freedom of expression, and then promptly restricts it in the interests of Islam, morality and public order. It is the legal equivalent of being told to “speak your mind” at dinner, with the unspoken understanding that there are only certain acceptable opinions. TikTokers, like overconfident dinner guests, often discover too late that their improvisations have strayed into forbidden territory.
TikTok’s regulatory history in Pakistan reflects the state’s cautious approach towards new digital platforms. The app has faced temporary bans and subsequent reinstatements, usually justified by concerns about content deemed inconsistent with prevailing standards of decency and morality. These measures highlight the difficulty of balancing a rapidly growing culture of online creativity with the perceived need to uphold social values. Individual creators can easily become the focus of attention: a video made for fun may trigger questions of propriety or legality, leading to consequences far beyond what the creator expected.
So what is the prudent course for the aspiring TikTok star in Pakistan? Treat your content as if it were a submission to a particularly stern examiner: steer clear of religion and politics, respect privacy at all costs, and remember that satire — however clever — is rarely recognised as a defence in the lower courts. Humour must be used sparingly, like a good perfume, never so strong as to offend those around you.
It is worth emphasising that TikTok itself is not illegal. It is the use of TikTok that is fraught with hazards. The law is broad, morality elastic, and enforcement unpredictable. Courts have at times struck down overbroad uses of PECA, but risks remain. Fame may come overnight, but so can an FIR. In this sense, TikTok resembles a high-wire act: exhilarating to watch, rewarding to perform, but always one misstep away from disaster.
The larger question is what TikTok reveals about digital culture in Pakistan. To dismiss it as mere frivolity is to miss the point. For many, TikTok is not just a pastime but a platform for expression, self-identity and even income. It has become a virtual stage for performers, comedians, educators and entrepreneurs alike — sometimes with dance routines, sometimes with cooking tips, sometimes with goats wearing sunglasses. Regulating such a diverse space is far more than simple content policing. It represents an ongoing negotiation between modern digital freedoms and long-standing cultural values. Whether that negotiation produces a stable framework or simply a cycle of bans and unbans remains uncertain. What is certain is that TikTok has secured a permanent place in Pakistan’s digital story, even if the script is rewritten every few months.
So, can TikTok get you into trouble in Pakistan? The answer is undoubtedly yes. But then again, so can saying the wrong thing at the wrong gathering. The prudent user will therefore tread carefully, create thoughtfully and remember that while algorithms may reward controversy, the law seldom does.
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