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F h B kb . the trollbled democracy, built on the medicarefor the poorwithoutinfluential out from the past twoyears onlYserves
~r an 0 , art weak footings put together by the rul- connections.Step in to anygovernment to underline the lesson that there are

, , ing establishment's political 'farishtey' schooland ther()'svirtuallyno evidence just no shortcuts in politics. Pakistan,
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a strongpush will continue to suff:erfrom periodic
, two roads as, phrase in Pakistani politics. The very to mark a turn around. ' , bouts of recurring uncertainty, unless

. never, before, fact that GeneralM\lSharrafin his twin Onthe globalstage,n!'J,twithstandingthe sanctityof its parliamentis restored,
, ' The ~hrol;ld, hat ~e~ ~pacity r~mainsin charge the image of the Gener~ as the leader markingthe first step towards restoring
often ,the subject of.a of Pakistan only promISeSto aggravate who choseto throw~ behindthe the country's democratic character,
'pat on the back' or the country's politicaloutlook. USin'Washington's W

;t
'on terror, the' without a uniformedgeneral remaining

'cry c:mt,Qf.success',of- Pakistan's ti'agicpolitical history is country's image rem 'that of being the final arbiter of nationallife.
ficial syndrome, includes a numb,~rof a highly illuminating example of the troubled, with parts pf. t remaining a The second dimensionhas to be the
important success stories. And,yet, the country's military and its meddling in nursery for future milit<.\hts.Inspite of establishment of a reform plan with
challengesalong the loWroag are such politics. Time and again, the military GeneralMusharrafove~ing the extra- consensus from all the main political
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that they can conclusiyelydefine:Pak. has overseen newpolitical~f'Periment.s clitionof up to 600 mili~ts to the Clls- players. Indeed, political parties may
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areperiodic haveapointindemandingthereturnof
Onthe high road, parts pf the,ecori- AyubKhan'sventure in creating a basic questionsoverthe futurepfthe 'madras. the military to the barracks. But their

lomycontinue to be in the;:(Ili~s(,O~lalldemo<;racy-aS if he onlykne~howtp sah'J\etwork, which is ~n as a princi- positions have been severelycompro-
luPtun~ -liquid foreign ,cqrt~!lCy;r~- crea~e the, basics, to General Zia ul pal sanctuary for,the cornunitr, of so- mised with repeated failure in l!nder.
,serves,remain rl;)lativ()ly;,~~abh~'th~ Hag's obse~sionwith <Ip~.le~ j:lolit- calledIslamichardliners., taking internalreforms,such as the ide<l
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Rupeedespi~e,recentpr~~es,remains icalstructure- as if politicscan be run Pakistanenters '!lloth~ryear without of periodic gatherings to reaffIrm the
relatively~ble,the,sto<:~,jrnarket.con. withoutpolitic;alparties, any resolution to such ~rofouridchal- positions of p~ leaders, Rather than
tinues to, g<lllopaheii!4i~~d~theJiscal Gener~M~harraf has ventured in lenges, which were nQt of General positioning himselfto prop up one po.
'deficit,isno\Vherene¥;'~~~,\l.fis,-., to <Ithird area - that of creating a new Musharraf'sownmaking!Buttheir con. lit~cal group after another, General
calP~is.~" .)~~h'ili<'t')t, i'", y;,;pa.rty"W the.hoRe of ~y:r<;9mingthe ~u.atio~ p~yser.ves ~O!und~r~ethe Musharra.t:~~ulddomuch~tterfor his
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'\;Iv:?'JO1\:1 . J ,~U9 11E'1:1I ,'I8JUI . .." u...q:.1uu", -.J 1.';"" ""'.0/0>#>,' ,'~~~1:;,',Ute ovemmen. ec, .ill- ,a, re'Con- .' 'lnuee . . tw e II rei a uemocrati'-
auJate the'G~ port>pr~ect"Wh1ch'~'!kctidn UfeaJ'tNR'Iff f(flwolu-''Gci'i~tal'soWn\'~J~J~n?W3.litYll %fIy~1 4~d go," . J'f0'JF
ifh'6 pes to 'develop~"'tIiE!"~ateWaYtd"'tion>plaft"ofthe NRBhas beenpopularly is nowheremore evident!thaninhis own Finally, the Pakistani military has
centralAsia,Addto that, GeneralPervez dubbedas the demolitionplan. speechin late 1999whenhe atUlOunced done no favourto itselfbyattaining the
Musharraf,Pakistan's militaryruler, re-. The good reason behindthe journey, a seven.tierplanto refo~ Pakistan.That image of a force onlyobsessed,withpe-
mainsvisiblyon the world,stageand th~ from good intention to popular lament, reform plan is now confinedto history riodic interventions to seize power. A
subject of periodicphoto-opswith high has simplybeenthat the devolutionplan withoutanyhopeof everreturningto be- newimagefor the militarymust be built
'profileinternationalleaders. in parts of Pakistanhas landedin almost come a guidingforce, upon its credentialsas a reformistforce,

The conclusion for the military led disaster.The so-calledpoliticallypower- Facedwithsuchgrimprospects,Gen- involvedin tackling cnallengessuch as
establishment must theref9;e; be~l\atful politicians of yesteryear have re- eral Musharrafis left withonlya three- the widely dilapidated healthcare and
Pakistan will remain on'the t6atlt6 turned to dominate the General's good dimensionalchoiceto re}VritePakistan's educationalsystem,or indeed being in.
prosperity and in time promiseSto em. intentionedpoliticalreformplan, tragichistoryofthe pastfuili'a decade- volvedin a series of developmentalpro-
ulate the world's other impreSsivesuc- Ontheeconomicfront; notWithstand- a period which has been dedicated to jects, Pakistanis in the Punjab still
cess stories, with being another ingthe frequentrecordsset bythe stock morelipservicethan cre,Qi~lereform. widely recall the initiative during the
Malaysia often cited as the cQulltry's marketor indeedreservesrisingto anall The most vital tier of such a reform regimeof formerchiefministerShahbaz
destiny for the future: ., . ,time high, almost a third OfPakistan's plan has to be a completeretreat from Sharif,to assign the militaryfor reining

Indeed, the lukewarmiitternational populationof 150millionlivesbelowthe the politics of manipul~ion that have in the so-calledghost schools.
opposition to General Mush~raf's povertyline. True, there are no miracle dominated the country in the past two If the past year is indeed a mirror
choice of remainingin uniforminto the solutions to tackling this profound and years,Theword'Iota' [~r pitcher)has image of the future, the year aheadwill
new year - an almost unprecedented historically unprecedented challenge for been used more freque:nJtr for describing probably last without an aggressive plan
phenomenon for any democraCy - a country, which has suffered a number turncoat politicians than ever before by General Pervez Musharraf to give
must convince Pakistan's military-led ofeconomicandpoliticalsetbacksin the since electionswere heldin 2002, ' Pakistan a new direction.But the mere
establishmentthat all iswellon the hori- 19908, The idea ofloyalty to one p~ has fact that the General remains well in
zon, ~d yet, Pakistan ~nt;e;~the new AI:dyet. much has been ~d about ~en ,thrownout of the Windowduring charge of the military and the civilian
year With ~heavy se~of liabilities, which the failure of the gov~rnment m the ,Past this time, as MPs elected on the ticket government, will neither secure his fu.
could easilyneutralise or even reverse fiveyearsto evenbegIncomprehenswely of one p~, have convenientlywalked ture nor necessarily help to radically
its widelycelebratedgains, addressing some of the key challenges over to another. Consequen~ the po. turn around his credentials.

Even the uniformed presiden~ of ~at ~~veadde,dto the dis,tressof Pak. litical systemhas lost its credibilityand
Gene~ M~harraf offersno pro~ISeof istans lffipoverished.W~ illt;Oanygoy. With~tits ability to become a repr;e-con.'IDhdatiIU! and eventually stabillsllUt ernment hosmtaJ -thprp '" V1rtm.llvnn t..tivp fn.."~ f".. o..l...~". - "n
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