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i 1 HE leaders of Albania,
' Burma (Myanmar), Chi-
na, Cuba and Nigeria are
among the top ten ene-
mies of the Press named
by the Committee to Protect
Journalists (CPj§Ch05en for
their ruthless campaigns of
suppression of journalists,
documented by CPJ world-
wide, they were identified in
conjunction with World Press
Freedom Day, May 3.

( The eneniies inc{ude Jiang
Zemin of China, Fidel Castro
of Cuba, Alexander
Lukashenko of Belarus and
Suharto of Indonesia. The
heads of Albanian and Burma
were cited in CPJ’s annual
ranking for the first time .The
leader of Algeria’s militant
Armed Islamic Group (GILA))
was named the we st of the
enemies for the th.cd year in
4 row.

These ten individuals are
characterised by their relent-
less hostility to the very con-
cept of a free and independent
press in their own countries
.and around the world” )said
William A Orme, Jr., CP]’s ex-
ecutive director. (;I’hey have
deliberately engaged in
hundreds of press freedom
violations ranging from cen-
sorship, harassment and phys-
ical attack to imprisonment

nd even assassination’’)
The 1997 enemies of the Press
include Algeria’s Antar Zou-
abri, China’s President Jiang

Zemin, Cuba’s President Fidel
Castro, Nigeria’s General Sani
Abacha, Turkey’s Prime
Minister Necmettin Erbakan,
Belarus President Alexander
Lukashenko, Ethiopia’s Prime
Minister Meles Zenawi, In-
donesia’s President Suharto,
Burma’s Senior General Than
Shwe and Albania’s President
Sali Berisha.

(Algeria‘s Antar
Zouabri

Zouabri, head of the militant ~
Armed Islamic Group (GIA), .

ensures that Algeria remains
the most dangerous placg in
the world for jo urna]istsé]n—
der his leadership)and that of
his predecessor, “Abu Abdul
Rahman Ami ho was
killed last year,r(the GIA has
waged an unpredcedented
campaign of assassination that
has claimed the lives of 59
journalists since the brutal
civil conflict Ilegan in 1992.
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(Cuba’s President
Fidel Castro)

Castro continues his relent-
less harassment of indepen-
dent journalists, using tactics
such as organized mob rallies
outside journalists’ homes.

(Castro's security police rou-

tinely detain journalists and
steal their effects and money,
while threats of reprisals instill
fear in their families, neigh-
bours, and colleagues. Under
Castro’s rule Cuba is the only
country in the Western
Hemisphere that tolerates no
free or independent domestic
journalism.

(Nigeria's President
Sani Abacha

Abacha escalated his vicious
tactics to decimate the coun-
try’s once-thriving indepen-
dent press and drive scores of
journalists into exile(He end-
ed 1996 with a rash of deten-
tions of journalists for their
critical coverage of govern-
ment and the establishment of
a press court soley for the
prosecution of journalists. The
assassination in broad daylight
of the wife of Concord pub-
lisher and Nigerian president-
elect Moshood Abiola and the
attempted assassination of
Guardian publisher Alex Ibru

These ten individuals
are characterised by
their relentless hostil-
ity to the very con-
cept of a free and
independent press in
their own countries
and around the
world’’, said William
A Orme, Jr., CPJ's ex-

ecutive director.
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were clear examples of the
length to which Abacha will
go to silence the media.
Qrurkey's Prime
Minister Necmettin'
' Erbakan)
Erbakan keeps up Turkey’s
repression, of independent
journalists{The press remains
under threat from the sweep-
ing provisions of the anti-
terror law and theg enal code,
which permit the arrest and

prosecution of journalists for
critical reporting on the

)govemment’s ongoing con-
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censorship and blocked the
dissemination of information
“decmed harmful to the in- .
terests of Belarus. '

( Ethiopia’s Prime
Minister Meles

Zenawi

Meles wages a deliberate
campaign to restrict press
freedom, inflicting harass-
ment, censorship, arrest, and
months-long dl::atention on
journalists, as the total of 104
documented imprisonments
in Ethiopia in the last four |
years attest. At the end of
January, for the fourth con-
secutive year more journalists
were~ih prison in Ethiopia
than in_any other African
country

( Indonesia’s

President Suharto

Suharto continues to stifle
any independent press, ban-
ning and censoring both for-
eign and local publications at
will and permitting the severe
beatings of journalists cover-
ing demonstrations against his
supression of political opposi-
tionyHe ignored internation-
al appeals for the release of
imprisoned leader of the in-
dependent journalists union
Ahmed Taufik| and his col-
league Eko Mayyadi, instead
further isolating them by fre-
quent moves fo increasingly
remote pri

(Burma’s Senior
General Than Shwe

Chairman of the State Law
and Order Restoration Coun-
cil (SLORC), Than Shwe
keeps the media under tight
control with a barrage of laws
restricting the flow of infor-
mation. Writing or saying
anything to ‘disrurt and de-
teriorate the stability of the
state” brings a 20-year prison
sentence; owning or using a
fax machine or modem, 15
years)Jamming of BBC and
Voice of America Burmese-
language broadcasts effective-
ly denies Burmese citizens ac-
‘Cess to any independent,
reliable information on de-
velopments in their country.

( Albania’s President
Sali Berisha

Berisha, until recently the
West’s favourite East Europe-
an anti-Communist, reverted
to his predecessors’ methods
by muzzling the press in the
state of emergency declared in
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killed last year, (thetGlA ‘has
waged an unpredcedented
campaign of assassination that
has claimed the lives of 59
journalists since the brutal
civil conflict began in 1992.
“Those who fight with the
pen shall die by the sword”,
warns the GIA, creating total
fear in a press corps trying to
continue to work under im-
possible conditions. -

( China’s
President Jiang

Zemin

Jiang wages a continuing bat-
tle against all independent
reporting, threatening to close
down one-third of all publica-
tions as part of a crackdown
on the press that fail to be the
Communist Party line-a harsh
reminder that the media’s only
role is to be the party’s
mouthpiece) Jiang, an over-
seer of the Tiananmen Square
massacre, has already made it
clear that press freedom in
Hong Kong will be greatly
constrained when China takes
over on July 1.

)

ing provisions of the anti-
terror law and theg enal code,
which permit the arrest and
prosecution of journalists for
critical reporting on the
ﬁovemment’s ongoing con-

lict with Kurdish insurgents)
Broadening his assault, he in-
creasingly subjects journalists
to arbitrary detention and tri-
al for expression of unfavora-
ble political opinions({ Under
Erbakan’s regime, 78 jour-
nalists were in jail at the begin-
ning of 1997-more than in any
other country.

(Belarus President
Alexander
Lukashenko)

Lukashenko bullies the press
with Soviet-era tactics, tight-
ening his stranglehold by
shutting down independent
media and publicly denounc-
ing journalists) He expelled
Russia’s best-known indepen-
dent television bureau chief
for “distorted coverage’.)Be-
fore signing an integration
agreement with Russia in
March, he instituted prior

Berisha, until recently the
West’s favourite East Europe-
an anti-Communist, reverted
to his predecessors’ methods
by muzzling the press in the
state of emergency declared in
March to quash mass public
protests over failed, financial
pyramid schemes.( Berisha’s
dreaded secret police raided
and then torched the news-
room of the main opposition
daily, Koha Jone. Journalists,
beaten and intimidated, were
forced to flee the country or
seek refuge in foreign cmbas-
sies in Tirana.)Ongoing at-
tacks on journalists and
seizure of critical publications
belie his claim to have lifted
censorship.

The Committee to Protect

ournalists in an independent
nonprofit organization that
documents and responds to
violations of press freedom
worldwide. It is funded entire-
ly by private donations from
journalists, news organiza-
tions, and foundations; it does
not accept government
funding. )




