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weekends South ASla
media conference in
Islamabad,” -

Adnan Rehmat and
Nadeem Igbal delve
into the achievements
and failures of the
mediapersons’-
endeavours towards
 peace

an. journalists
succeed .where
politicians, diplo-
mats and military
leaders have
failed? A ques-
tion reverberat-
ing
weekend when someching rare
— & meeting of news mjnds
from across South Asia —
took place. orga.msed by The
News.

An amalgam of experi-
enced pen-wielders and bold

new talent. practicing exciting

new media technologies got
together in Islamabad.

The participants included
politicians (representatives of -
the Congress and Bharatiya
Janata Party from India and
Jamaat-e-Islami, Pakistan
Muslifn League and Pakistan
People's Party from Pakistan),
diplomats (from South Asian
as well as European countries)
and a military leader (Chief
Executive General Pervez
Musharraf).

A relatively frank exchange
of views took place as journal-
ists cutlined the status or!

since last -
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faltered and not made as
much a difference as it had
the potential to.

Dissenting volces

tunity to build his image [in

South Asia|". .

"The optimists °
.Others, however, thought

€rs,’

he gushed. “The general
perception-in Pakistan and
India is of seeing each other
as the enemy. But in Pakistan,
not for a single second have 1

Prithvi Raj Chauhan was just

as forthcoming on the need
for .dialogue and peace.
“Unless people from both
sides visit-each other’s coun-
try, they will not be able to
truly undersiand the other
side,” he said. “Journalists can
lead the way by exchanging
visits and reporting realities.”

They should be able to

_ exchange and. read each’
_ other’s newspapers and maga-
- zines, he said, and felt that

this was something that
wouldn't be too difficult for
the goveérnments of both
countries to allow and facili-
tate.

He added that the two
sides shiould not let matters

rest at this and called for facil- -

itating formal and.informal
dialogue between politicians
and political parties of bnth
countries. :

“This step alone can bring
down the unnecessary tension
between our countries drasti-
cally and there is a need to
give a serious thought to this
proposal;,” Chauhan added.

Newspapér prices .

-offices
NWFP or even blatant state_

TLIUUELL LD gl EVEI s g

a8 this, especially in viéw o
its s:gmficance, was not only
worth cove but well worth
being extensively reported.

One interesting comment .
. came from the editor of an
Indian Urdu newspaper whe |

said she had a confession to
make. “The standard of Urdu
newspapers in .India is
abysmal and I want to tell you
why,”

Pakistani I’rdu dmhes'

The lost opportumty?

Anotherflip side was gzhat
. itor §
- of the Nepal-based Himal |
- magazine, termed rightly as i
‘The Lost -Opportunity’ while :
referring to Indian and Pak- :

Kanak Mani Dixit, the €

istani journalists. -

Talking to TNS, he said |
despite the fact that it was :
probably for the first time in
the history of India and Pak- -
. istan that so many.of theit :
" journalists had gotten togeth- :
er, neither ::.‘de capitalised on -
the opportunity to bare their :

souls and share their experi-
ences in facing and tackling

the myriad pressures that Lhe,'

are subjectéd to.

The Pakistani __1_.<}ur-nalist.§. !

could have told their col-
leagues from across the bor-
der what kind of pressures
they. had to face in Karachi
when MQM was .a force to

" reckon with or aftacks of reli-

gious parties_on newspaper
in the Punjab and

aggression against all newspa-
pers like the harassment of
the Jang Group by the Nawaz
Sharif government.

Similarly, the Indians could

have recounted how they sus-
tairf essures ffom findamen-
*ali<* parties such as Bal
aray's Shiv Sena-or even
5 en_dlB._!}‘! They cquld

she said. It was, she |
revealed, because 80 per cent
of the content of Indian Urdu |
newspapers was lifted from }




