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IXtremism seems to be the bane ..'. . . previously and they are morally lessE of our society: of the two major The answerto the problemthat ISprovoking
,.

.. the goverQmentIntorevIsing restrained and professionally more am-news breaks this month, one . . . . ." , . bitious today than in the past. Many of

revealed incidents of government cod- t~ anti::dm.amatlonlawliesn01lncuLblngfreedomofthePressbutIn them ~rein a hurry t? :'strike it rich" anddling of the Press to the extent of cor- h I
. . . ..- ., -- .

G
'
NI EIRABIE need tighter supervIsIon.

rupting it, and tp.e other disclosed gov- e pingchannel It Int~ltbl~Lllnes, writes HA ' Conseq?ently, th~ answer to the prob-
ernment plans of a crackdown designed -. ,- lem that IS provokIng the government
to choke it off. Such wide swings point which somehow seems to be bothering on the said appointment; by then his The government might be surprised to into revising the anti-defamation law
to immaturity of policy formulation and the government the most. Irresponsible story is likely to have ceased to be news. know that this is precisely what most lies not in curbing freedom of the Press
need to be curbed. f r~porting or :vriting can hurt t~e na- Ift~e anti-defamation law is amended newspapers and newsp~permen desire. but in helping channel it into healthier

Weare not making here a distinction tIOnal cause; It could compromIse the to ShIft the burden,of proof to the news.- But what has happened IS that the Press lines thI.mgh enlightened collaboration
between the PPP government or PMJ.-, s~atepolicy on Kashmir or nuclear capa- paper reporter, the newspaper's entire has undergone the same institutional ero~ between the government and newspaper
regime, nor betwe.en a civil~an adm~nis- bility: or je?pardise our relati?ns with ~ield <?to?eration ,:vould be reduced to s.ionwhich the governme~t a?m~nistra- editors and owner~. Th~ governme~t is ,
tration and a Martial Law dispensatIOn- SaudI ArabIa, Iran or AfghanIstan, or InvestI atIve reportIn , a slow and ostl tIOn has. One of the keY-InStitutIOnsof welcome to establIsh fnendly relatIOns'
for the simple reason that they are all fan sectarian strife, or give a fillip to af air, w IC ew papers can afford. The the print media-the pivotal office of with newspapers' field staff-reporters
alike in their approach: each prefers to ethnic rift or parochial mistrust. There- newspaper would be forced to carry rou- News Editor-has virtually vanished. A and correspondents-but it must do noth-
silence criticism with the dual-track strat- fore, if the government is sincere in its tine colourless government handouts, versatile, veteran journalist, he "policed" ing to subvert the internal discipline of
egy of carrot and stick. We have just intentions, it must address itself to the on privatisation of cement plants or dan- the paper, and nothing could get into the newspaperorganisations by offering their
been told how the las~government sought totality of the national interest and not gers of escalating birth rate. fml~.a!:. of paper without his seal of approval and employees undue concessions and fa-
to woo the Press, not only with alloca- get preoccupied with a small segment of jqviting ;' eJormjdable penalti~s under nothing could get past him or escape his vours over the heads of the Editors.
tion of corner-plots but also with provi- it, namely" the reputation of a Minister thte.1!!Ltl:pe',.~ationlaw, newspap~rs_wQuld vigilant watch. He "tasted" almost all They should not be corrupted with of-
sion of chauffeur-driven cars and all- or a Secret\lry or a prince of blood royal. not dare g'estion the lack-lustre policv- copy; he personally vetted all staff sto- fers ofland allocations, foreign trips and
p~id vacation in luxury. hotels in the. Even 'Yithin'~~s restricte? preoccupa- ples'entatio~ of a MI~~e~, the bunglings ,ries; and he-and .onl.yhe-c?uld ask the all-paid vacations; .and in n~ cas~ should
hIlls. And we have also Just learnt how tion, whIle revI~hg the antI-defamatIOn 0 a ureau. ~af~illerformi!n.~e r~porter to te~l hIm In.confIdence what the countrf s secunty agencIes hue them

" the present government, after having law the government would need to make of an actorl or a SInger, or the unpoetIc hISsources of Information were or whom for any "dIrty" work.
tried the carrot approach with offers of a distinction-as elsewhere in the 'Y°rld- poetry of a versifier. All that a clever he meant by "well-informed or diplo- And exercising tighter vigilance, news-
diplomatic assignments and frequenttrips between protecting the reputation of a politician °I a smart businessman would matic sources", or "political quarters". paper Editors must promptly fire those

{ a~road, has now chosen to wield the private p~rson and of pers~n~ in public need do to.inmobilis~ a re~orter is have His rig~t tl? know put a curb on the employees foundworI?ng for oradvancing
, Stick, with the threat of tightening the lIfe, that IS those who specIfIcally seek a case regIstered agamst hIm through a reporter s kIte-flYIng. All reporters and the interests of a polItical party or clan-

anti:defamation law. Both extremes are public approval for their performance, battery of lawyers and leave him to es- correspondents were answerable to him, destinely representing any vested inter-
regrettable. such as politicians, artists, actors, poets, tablish his assessment of an event, ac- much the same way columnists were ests such as the drug trade and they must

This is not to suggest by any means writers andjournalists. All those solicit- tion or a statement, to the satisfaction of subject to "blue-pencilling" by the Edi- demand absolute accuracy and authen-
that the Press is ftee of blame; far from ing public approbation must be prepared the judge-failing which he would be tor. Most of today' s "professional pan- ticity of the material produced by the I
it. It shares with the rest of the nation, of to f\lce public censure. required to cough out a million rupees as demonium" is to be blamed on the disap- staffers. Underwriting the personal and I
which it is an integral part, all tp.efaults Further, there are certain fields in which fine. Most newspapers would fold up. If pearance of that crucial newspaper an- professional integrity of the young news-
and flaws that besmirchthe nation as a "perception"ismoreim'portantthan"fact", thisbetheintention,thensurelyanamended chor. ' . paper staffers is thecollectiveresponsi-
whole, such as casualness and incompe- or "reputation" more relevant than "char- anti-defamation law would do the trick. The only way to end the prevailing bility of the entire nation, including the
tence, greed and corruption-although acter". Forinstance, would a newspaper One presumes, however, that that is chaos and indiscipline is to restore the government, whose interest should ex-

the ~oral epidemic cannot be invoked repQrter be within his professional rights not the intention of the government. All key job of ~ Rditor and resume the tend well beyond amending the ant!-routInely to condone the failings. For, to question the nomination of a particu- that it wants is show of more self-re- old practice 0 avmg all copy vetted by defamation law to protect a few indI-
unless thejournalists occupy higher moral lar person as warden of a girls' hostel on straint by the Press, exercise of greater him. The restoration has become more viduals, no matter how important. It
ground, they can neither preach nor in- grounds that she did not enjoy a good sense of responsibility by the nation's important than ever before, firstly be- must extend to protecting the Press as a
spire nor help retrieve tIie people from reputation. Reputation being a matter of newspapers, sincere effort by newspa- cause politics has become more tumul- national institution against forces seek.
the depths of the morass into which they perception rather than hard fact, would a permen to double-check on their "facts" tuous than in the past, and the quest for ing to corrupt it or enslave it, and to
have fallen. reporter warning against the proposed and pay more heed to the legitimate power has become less restrained and ensuring that it remains free to cover all

. The possible area of damage resulting appointment be liable to be hauled up sensitivities of those they report or com- more unprincipled and still more ruth- news in good faith and offer any fair:
from themor~l and professional deterio- before acourtof~aw. Alternatively, could ment upon. In short, increased evidence less; and secondly, because journalists comment, design~d to advance "publ.ic :
?~l"-D:~!~:~:~~~:'.~:': "=';',,~ ~-"l}f"~:!ha~ ~~-~fford .to ,,;,alt.for lj1e completion of of balance, objectivity and fairplay in are being entrusted with sensitive as- intetest", ~hlCh~lS t.~e ~allfI.lark or ht-I


