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A same game is being played by imperialist powers through
media. The media under their control feed the people with -
information and ideas of their choice ultimately leading the
people’s intellect astray and consequently extending, prolonging and
stabilising their dominion. An evaluation of third world masses’
intellectual level will corroborate the above conclusion. As the
governance in third world is based on exploitation, the media and
press are made subject to certain unjustifiable restrictions and
limitations thus lessening the role and importance of media.
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paganda had its value, though a
little. The present age is of
democracy and popular gover-
nance aptly characterised by fea-
tures like liberty, freedom and
non-violence, governed and reg-
ulated through media and propa-
ganda. Today popular move-
ments can not be over-run and
bulldozed through violence and
coercion. Baton charge and tear
gas shelling are no longer effec-
tive means to disperse a proces-
sion. But through instrumentality
of media, any movement can be
defused and the steaming senti-
ments of people can be brought
to a normal degree and vice-ver-
sa.

It would not be irrelevant to
quote a drama written and staged
by the famous columnist
Munnoo Bhai during the 70’s un-
der the caption of *Juloos”
(Procession) revealing how a
public procession is dispersed
without resorting to force by lo-
cal administration. Many means
were suggested and applied but
all in vain. At last, some sage
among the administration pro-
posed to disorient the sense of
direction of the processionists.
The formula worked.

A same game is being played
by imperialist powers through
media. The media under their
control feed the people with in-
formation and ideas of their
choice ultimately leading the
people’s intellect astray and con-
sequently extending, prolonging
and stabilising their dominion.
An evaluation of third world
masses’ intellectual level will
corroborate the above conclu-
sion. Let us probe the working
methodology of imperialists and
its repercussions.

As the governance in third
world is based on exploitation,
the media and press are made
subject to certain unjustifiable
restrictions and limitations thus

lessening the role and impor-

tance of media. Threats and
warnings faced by “The News”
during the previous PML(N)
government over publishing a

poem titled “Ha-ay yeh Mera’

Pakistan-Ha-ay Yey Tera
Pakistan” crystallises the view.

State of affairs of PBC and PTV
needs no comments,

Even international news agen-
cies and channels like BBC and
CNN are not free and impartial
as believed. They are bound to
get their license renewed after
every four or five years to keep
them under the fold of the gov-
ernment.

There is always an abundance
of occurrences and episodes in
Pakistan media generally and in
print media particularly.
Unnecessary details are lime-
lighted while real under-lying
causes and factors are kept be-
hind the curtain; unveiling of
which is the actual duty of media
and press. Sizzling and thrilling
stories/news are given prefer-
ence over the sensible, serious
and thought provoking articles to
habituate the general public to
this flimsy taste. Especially Urdu
newspaper are worse in this re-
gard arguing, “we can’t be
blamed! it is public demand”.
But at the same time the differ-
ence between the attitude of
English and Urdu newspapers
cannot be over looked.

The reason being that the au-
dience of English papers is more
literate, prudent and intellectual-
ly mature whose appetite can not
be satisfied by sensational stories
and scandals. Moreover, the
above mentioned class is small
in size and divulsion of facts in
this case becomes affordable for
those at the helm of affairs. The
only excuse available to urdu pa-
pers is the strict policy of succes-
sive governments towards them
due to their large circulation and
influence over the general pub-
lic.

Non issues are publicized to
divert public ittention from real
and substantial problems. For a
dominant part of the 80s, while
the country was still suffering
from chronic corruption and
problems like price hike, law and
order situation, sectarian clashes,
regional and ethnic prejudices,
suspension rather non-existence
of fundamental constitutional
rights, the martial law regime
was highlighting the Afghan is-

sue with an intensity making one

wonder if Russia had attacked
Pakistan instead of Afghanistan.
A street joke about the news bul-
letin of Radio Pakistan was:

Assalam-o-Alaikum Yeh Radio
Pakistan  Hai, Ab  Aap
Afghanistan say khabrain sunain

This is Radio Pakistan. Now
listen to news from Afghanistan

The most recent example of
connivance between PTV and
PBC was during the executive-
judiciary tussle. Their partiality
towards people in power is noth-
ing new but this time PTV went
a step further by deliberately
ridiculing the apex court by dis-
playing cartoons and caricatures.

When all the international
news agencies were showing
footage of attack on Supreme
Court Building by the workers of
ruling party, our esteemed corpo-
rations under the auspices of the
media manager first tried to ig-
nore the event failing which at-
tempted to diminish its intensity
with the help of a micro lens and
finally throwing the blame in the
lap of the always available oppo-
sition.

It is a long story of omission
and commission on part of PTV,
but an example which relates to
one of the most sensitive issues
takes the cake. The Kashmir is-
sue on PTV is highlighted in a
disgusting way. Instead of pre-
senting the national stance on the
issue in a logical, convincing and
reasonable way, PTV leans to-
wards silly proposumns llke F

“Kashmir Quiz”.

A close observation of our
khabarnama both on PTV and
PBC would reveal that the news
about Indian atrocities in held
Kashmir remain the same day in
and day out, the top slot do not
even bother to change the death
toll in Kashmir and the figures
varying between 6 to 10 appear
in rotation. Whenever there is se-
rious event , it becomes conspic-
uous by a change in the usual
death toll. I do not want to de-
plore the media war Pakistan is
fighting against India, but the
point is that it should be handled
with diligence, rationale and pru-
dence instead of making it a
laughing stock.




