
Mass mili~ass mt:di~ ~~ ~~ s- ..~ hYdOpeoPl~inpakistanchooset? Understandabl y the bigotryof the rich and the Powerful. <. N.t:0""'~tead,theBBCO~ght'tbhaVeaskedinthe
assault mediaoutlets to vent thelf' . t\fJ-' documentary:How mtolerantis therich mi-,W dis~ent?"Becauseweareanint<?l- remains unquestioned by the media writes TARIQUE NIAZI norityt4~hskeepingpoorgenerationsafter

erant society" is the stock response. It IS, , generatiOns of napless millions from the
however, unreflective to read "intolerance" '. , " ";. . ' ghettos of H~e.~ to Johann'esburg to
in growing militancy against news org~~a- t?uch .ofmanicured power does afl that ~If- for ev~gehcal. rmhtan~~. <.a) absen~e of Mere IShow. . ", Korangi to Manche~ter.!OSurat. Understand-
tions in the c~)Untry.I w°.uld rath~r argne that t~ly.On the other hand, customers subscnp- ~ternatIve medIa for spe9Ial Interests In Pa- V (1) The medJahave bee~ echoIng thee~Ite s ably, .thebigotry <?ftherkl1and the powerful
increasing vlOlen~e agaInst the .mfo~atIon tIon f~.s cannot eve.n pay. for the cOS! of ~stan, ~d (~) the relatI.veneglect of a.!-terna~./ ~onol?gue for the {Jastflft~ years: PakiStan remaInS unquestIOned I;JYlhe media. My
media outlets poInts to the wldenmg gap ~roductIo? - producmg a.J?urnal pubhca- tlve ~O1ces.m the mamstream ~edla thaV'" Ispassm¥throughdlfficulttImes;c1oseyo~r heart goes out in sympathy tlfZafarAbbas
between the governors and the governed,the tI~~,aradIOshow,or~televlSl0nprogra~~. remamdo~na!edbyth~powerehte. When, ranks; t~fht~n your belt; bear hardsh~ps and.J?anielLak, and particularly to their
rich and th~ P?pr, ~d the powerfu11l?d the It 1Swhere the ~umencally strong ~d pohtI-

'
~thepoor rn~jonty re~aIns unhear.d,unseen bravely; asknotwhatyo~rcountrycang1V~ f~nuhes, but th,expught not.to be "blind.

pcJwCPless. It 18.thIS power gap that IS pre- cally ~exy medl~,cus.tom~rs atrophied before . ~d unrea~ In ~e m.amstream.medla, and the you, but wh~t you"can ¥n:e .y~ur c<?~ntry sIded" by the sp clfic instance of personalsumedto
.

be
.

~ve.\}g
.

ed
.,,infreq.

u
, .

ent a
.

s
.

saults

.

on t
,

h

.

e

.

m
,

mus

,

cu~
,

enu

,

n

,.

or

"

lt

,

YWIthbankablepo

.

we

,

r

,

'

,

nu~roscoPI

.

c mmonty

.

of

.

the nch and powe~- (the la~st
.

be
,.

.lll
"

g
,

' a p.lag
"

Ian

,.

Z~d
..

,
.

ad

.

dltJon~o
.,.

violence against
.

fuem; Th
,

ey must read into
media brgarusauhhi>,.la,te.st,being..the.13,SC ..J~us, sandwlche~ between till:power of l}1e- fulls.heard, ~eenand read all over the I!ledla - power rhetl?nc..)'Medla~ver lIJ,terrupted.thls. their hurts thtYbrQaderpicture of intolerance
outfit i1).Jslama~ad., ,'. dlaand$~,fTIedlaof power(I.e.,the".cgover.""space,t~estmg,.ofthepowe[g~Po:b~gmsto .50-Y~"¥;)QI)K.~19~t81~t~tter-volces'_.. and bigotry of t,he'POwerfulelite in this

OQ,et:p~y&S~,fip~crqes,t~_pq\y~r ,gap,. Q°!J:',,!.~~<-9~.h;Jhep()\,~erful!:~~~pr~~s~fed,."s~aIl?en llltOas~b.:rne I.'?()rma.J()l1ty,weaIs- get ~~~'a:.Tfi,~~,I5~~n:t~~!~?t1i'"sc~-e- C~~!!;\\1hq~~~~:~n_nMitlgthe
translate mto arsolUngnewspaper offIces, maj°!1tysqueakfort,helrITheratton:Themore ened by power abuses and shut out of tIle public tdsource - tfie-neWs'space - mat poor majoritypOl1hcaIa'1iQeconomIDs~'
hurling insults at newspeople,or manhan- they squeak, the greater the pressure is media space, begins to lose faith ill their belongswiththepoormajorityofthisnation, by committing structu~i1Lviolence against
dling themout oftl1eirworkplaces?Bere is broughtto bearon them.In desperation,they respectivecauses.Their vulnerabilityto tile and not with mediaorganisations. them-massificationofpoverty,feminisation
how.Me,cf.!iI"clespitetheirdem.ocraticprotes- thrash about to clasp a straw to keep them power-mediacoalition strikes their violent (2)Themediafailedto questionthepower of frailty, and gentrificationof Pakistan by
tations';navebeeDinheren~er-centred, from suckinginto theslushof power-crazed impulse,and their leadershipsanctifiesvio- elitethathadabandonedthesocio-economic tearing it into cute cutouts of E-7s, F-lOs,
andpowerhasbeeninMtp'y mp,-1:;;:<'.entfMminority. lent means for putting across their pointsof agenda.As aresult, thepoormajorityof this Cliftons,Gulbergs andDefences. '

This bondingbetWeenthe tWogrows into Sometimes,this straw appears to lI1emin view as "persuasionby coercion". countrywas tossedoutas "damagedgoods" It is about time that information media
symbioticrelationshipthat eventuallypol- re' oussalvation(e.g.,SSPandTIP),some- Invariably,PakistanineWsorganisations - likerapedwomen- neverto beclaimed organisationsworktow"ardsnarrowingthe
ishes power into mediagenic, and media' mes political emancipation(e;g.,\MQM), have been victimsof "coercivepersuasion" again. powergap by empowefip:~people- putting
power-centric.It is the media tha e andothertimes socialJjberation(e.g.,Imran on two counts: (a) either they denied their (3) Media failed to appreciate the mass their voicesback on theairwaves and in the
?ut"of-powerelitetostepintopower,an4the Khan).Thestrengthof thesesaviours,eman- attackers the news space,or (6) they pre-. defections to the "fanatics", "insurgents", newspages.They oughtt9 wr\;~ttheagenda-
n~-powerelite to st~yin power. Mediapro- cipators and liberatorsderives from the in- sented them in dimmer light (such as the "sectarians",and"terrorists"(FIST).Should settingpower from tl;1eelite hymaking opti-
vide these services.'topower-wieldingand tensityoftheafflictionof powervictims.The BBC is presumedto havli done, that'alleg- they look into these defections, they would maluseof the scarceresource(jfnewsspace
power-se~kinge1i~sbyengineeringfavour- deeperthe affliction,the loudyrthecry. The edly led to violence against their outfirin knowthatthemasseswerec1usteringaround Torpublicgood7'advancementof thesocio-
abl~pubhcperceptionsoftheirperforrnance. louderthecry,thewiderthereach.Thewider Islamabad).Coercivepersuaderswantnews the FIST because of their abandonmentby ,economicagenda.A Pakistanthat tops 150
ThISway,thepoliticalassetthemediasellon thereach,thequickertheresponse.Thus, the spaceto enhancetheircompetitiveness,and thepowerelite,andnotbecauseof theFIST's countries in corruption, 120 countries in
t~epower elit~is to their users - readers, mass ~<'.tion is harnes'sedinto promoting flatteringlightsto enhan~etheirappearance. message appeal. Along theway, however, human erosion (i.e., human underdevelop~
hstener~and viewers.The powerelite prize religious,political,and socialcauses. How- In the givencircumstances,they,arevulner- FIST had changed their message into me- Illent), and all Asian countries in inc0lI1e
themedla.usersas politically"hot" stuffthat ever, affliction-drivedcausesare not neces- able on both counts. ~ey are outcompeted dium: adoption of a pro-poor and anti-riclt inequalities,its leadershipis a bad company
only mediacan offer them. So, the media's sarilymisguided.They are ratherbound up by the power elite because of the rhetoric. for media moguls to keep. The sooner they
a~pe~ltothepower-wieldingpower-seeking "witheachotherby anoblebond:Defianceof, ffiilldistributionof news space, and because (4) Over the past fifty years, Pakistani begin to part with thisbad companyand err
ehte:IS.only becauseof their customers. raw power. To enhance their competitive- of their characterisatiqnsin nationalas well mediahave beenunfair to thepoor majority onthesideof thepoor-when thepoorareup",!
~romcally, the mediaare not customer- ness,skilledharvestersof massresentment asinternationalmedia/as"fanatics","insur- byindictingthemwith"religiousbigotry" againstthe powerful- the richer they will
d~J.venth?ugh. They are rather power -driven. become evangelists - religious evangelists, gents", "sectarians", and "terrorists" (FIST). and "political intolerance" ,just because they mjjke Pakistan for all of us, and the safer they~
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~e .medla t.end to pander to pow
.
ertosustain politicalevangelists"

.

SOcialevangelists-and As a result, their viqlent outbursts against daredto baretheir soulsscarredwithlesions willmakeit forZafarAbbas
,

and Daniel L~.
WafII operatIOnal costs, m~e Profits, expand as such persuade th\l people into accepting such characterisatioris liberate them from from power abuses. Also, the BBC's pro- Tarique Niazi is a doctoral candlda.te In

ases, and stay c~mpett!lv~ by recycling their causes. their perceived vulnerability to the power- tested documentary questions the "religious Environmental Studies at the U,:iversl.ty .of
~tu~s .llltOstocks (I.e., prlll~lpal assets )'and " Why does evangelism degenerate (or re- media coalition. The question of interest here bigotry" of the poor majority of this country, Wisconsin, Madison, ,USA, who ISsp~clQhs-

o"',s (I.e., revenue generatIOn). Tpe,magic generate) into militancy? I sense two reasons i$that how did medilferr to run over the poor? which, I believe, serves the anti-poor agenda. ing in environmental policy communicatIOnf,


