Journalism & drug tra

CARACAS (Venezuela):  The
Press plays "an indispensable role”
in keeping pressure on drug traf-
ficking orgamisations by focusing
attention on the drug trade and the
eflects of corruption on democratic

societies, the top State Department

policymaker on narcolics issues
told the Inter American Press As-
sociation (IAPA).

"Like any organism that thrives
on rot and corruption, the drug
trade cannot survive when exposed
to light", Robert S. Gelbard, assis-
tant secretary of state for interna-
tional narcotics and law enforcie-
ment aflairs, said m an Oct. 16
speech at the annual IAPA General
Assembly.

“The job of the Press is to focus

public attention on the drug trade

and the corruption that makes it
" possible. The greater and more sus-
tained the exposure, the more the
illegal drug trade will sufter”.

13ut he noted that "even the Press
is not immune" to corruption,
"Traflickers. wise to the power of
mass communications, have also
purchased large media outlets in
order to manipulate public opin-
.

He wamed that "drug trafTickers
have shown thev can eflectively
penetrate and manipulate the es-
sential elements of democratic so-
cieties, posing a threat to the very
foundations el certain democracies.
It is to counter that threat that we
must work closely with one another
or risk the nighmare of so-called
marco-democracies, or other truly
non-democratic  solutions  from
springing up in our nudst*. =

IAPA is a non-prolit organisation
ol Western Hemisphere publica-
tions devoted to the promotion and
protection of freedom of the Press.

Following is the text of Gelbard's
speech:

"It is a great honour to be with
you here today, as well as with my
colleagues at the podiumn (Carlos
Sanchez Berzain, Bolivian minister

of government, and Nestor Hum-

berto Martinez, Colombian minister

Ciustice). ;

1 wowidike to talk with you
about the Unilcd States" govern-
ment's view about the narcotics
situation, and I will also share with
you my views about the media's
role in combatting the drug traffick-
ing problém:.

"Serious veterais of the drug
traflicking issue 1o, longer engage
in the futile debate' over whether
the problem is one principally gen-
erated by supply or demand. Afier
significant involvement in all as-
pects of the problem for the last
decade, | am well able to formulate
strong arguments to defend either
side of the argument. But, in the fi-

nal analysisk, finger-point is not
only beside the point, it is highly
dangerous, since the only ones who
ultimately profit from that type of
sterile debate are the drug traffick-
ers themselves.

"As experience of the last 20
years has shown, no country is safe
tfrom drugs. Drug producing coun-
tries, which once felt that drug
abuse was exclusively the disease
of industrialised North America and
Europe, have now learned from bit-
ter experience that drugs spare no
one.

"Even though some importnat
progress has been made — most re-
cently in the Colombian govemn-
ment's capture of most of the lead-
ership of the so-called Cali cartel -
the threat and consequences of drug
trafficking are today significantly
greater than they were 10 or 20
years ago.

"First, every country m this hemi-
sphere is now significantly affected
by one or more aspects of the drug
problem, whether through various
parts of the production cycle, un-
checked manufacture or export of
precursor chemicals, traflicking,
transit, money laundering, or con-
sumption.

"Second, with the extraordinary
financial resources that these
criminals have accumulated, they
have the ability to corrupt — and
are actively corrupting — entire
nations. We know that drugs in
large consumer nations such as the
United States produce massive so-
cietal costs in terms of increase
health care, lost productivity, and
violent crime. But as we are now
seeing in drug producing and transit
countries, drugs can be said to pose
an even more insidious threat, since
the enormous profits tht drugs gen-
erate give cruminals the where-
withal to corrupt on an unprece-
dented scale, often in newly demo-
cratic nations.

"And, as we have seen in recent
years and are seeing at present, this
corruption can undermine and even
‘destroy democratic institutions and
can dramatically disort economic
and social institutions too. This is
not to say that drug or broader-de-

fined criminally induced corruption

is not present in the United States
or other industrialised or drug-con-
suming countries. Of course it is.
What we try to do is to recognise, it
and make major efforts to confront
it, whether the problems are at the
federal level, such as we have
sometimes found in law enforce-
ment agencies on the Mexican bor-
der, or at the municipal level in our
cities.

"But just as the United States has
defined the problem of drugs — in
all its aspects — as a significant

concern to our national securnty,

is certainly our sense that it hi

reached that same level for many
— and perhaps all — nations of
this hemisphere because of the
multi-faceted threat that this rela-
tively new type of subversion repre-

sents to the consolidatio nof democ-

racy, the development and strength-
ening of strong democratic institu-
tions, and the wavs it undennines
prospects for legitimate, sustainable
economic growth.

"Let me be clear, though, in the
event that my calling drug traflick-
ing a threat to the national- security
of many hemispheric nations is
seen as some type ol excuse for 1JS
interventionism. It is not.

"Rather, it is based on what many
of us from manv nations have scen
about the changing nature of this
threat — now often less confronta-
tional but more effectively insidi-
ous, less now of the Pablo Escobar
or Rodriguez Gacha violence and
more of the Rodriguez Orejuela or
Santacruz Londono corruption and
coercion.

"And so we see dramatic exam-
ples such as Colombia 15 now con-
fronting or the: narco-corruption of
the Paz Zamora government in Bo-
livia, or in islands such as St. Kitts
and Antigua, where traflicker influ-
ence has been pervasive.

"It should come as no surprise to
you to hear that even the Press 1s
not immune. Traflickers, wise to
the power of mass communications,
have also purchased large media
outlets in order to manipulate pub-
lic opinion. In short, drug traflick-
ers have shown they can eftectively
penetrate and manipualte the es-
sential elements of democratic so-
cieties, posing a threat to the very
foundations of certain democracies.
It is to counter that threat that we
must work closely with one another
or risk the nightmare of so-called
"narco-democracies” or other truly
non-democratic  solutions  from
springing up in our midst.

"I am well aware that in recent
vears a kind of counter-narcotics
latigue has set in. The most dra-
matic evidence of this has been that
in many countries, including the
United States, a number of indi-
viduals, including seemingly intel-
ligent ones, apparently frustrated by
the slow pace of progress against
narcotics, are calling for legalisa-
tion or decriminalisation. We all
know their facile arguments.

"Let me just sav that [ consider
this wrong-headed and  poorly
thought out. But in other waysk, we
are secing some of our hemisphere's
political achievements on this 1ssue
beginning to unravel. We see the
return to linger-pointing, to blam-
g seach other — producer and
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ade: a US perspect ective

onsumer — threatening the ex-
raordinary achievement of the
1988 Vienna Convention that my
colleagues referred to, and our sub-
sequent agreements on shared re-
sponsibility. In the United States
there are some people — albeit a
small minority — who urge an 1so-
lationist view of counter-narcotics
and say that we should not support
any international programmes, that
we should withdraw to our own
borders. and instead should concen-
trate only on reducing demand for
drugs in (he United States
"We do recognise our particular
responsibility to reduce US  de-
mand, and the Clinton admmistra-
tion has put new. major emphasis
over the last few vears on that side
of the equation. with much greater
stress on education. treatment, and
rehabilitation.
"During 1994, the United States
at the federal level alone spent
$12.000 million on drug control
programmes, of’ wheih 91 per cent
went toward domestic programmes.
The number of cocaine users has
dropped dramatically in the last six
vears, but has now levelled ofl. We
clearly need 1o do much more. But
we cannol disavow  our interna-
tional obligations, and other coun-
tries in this hemisphere cannot dis-
avow their obligations to their own
peoples and to ours
"Wehn President Clinton estab-
lished our Western Hemisphere
counter-drug strategy two years
 ago, it was based on our perception
" of the new, more subversive nature
= of this problem, on the fact that this
required a long-term solution as
well as on the need to approach it
tby touching on all of its aspects.
0ur strategy in essence has four
P primary elements:

| '— supporting the development

of strong democratic institutions,
including institutions that counter
escourgc of narcotics traflicking;
— "backing sustainable alterna-
Ve development programimes to
tengthen the economics of key
g producing and transit coun-
§, and linking the economic de-
lopment to drug crop eradication;
— "promoting greater involve-
L by a wider range of multilat-
and regional institutions in
g control efforts; and
= "enhancing worldwide law en-
ent efforts to target the ma-
affickers and their organisa-

;
]

ditionally, we have seen the
cally integrated trafticking or-
tions which, for the most
have had their headquarters in
bia, move what has largely
semi-fifiished material — coca
or coi*amc. base — north to
bia Iftr refining into cocaine.

It was then distributed through their
own transportation networks to the
United States or, more recently, in-
creasingly to Europe. In recent
years, we have estimated that some
70 per cent of the cocaine entering
the United States has come through
Mexico. With the decapitation of
the Cali cartel's leadership, there is
at least a partial vacuum which now
exists. In recent vyears, transit
through Venezuela and Brazil to
Europe and the United States has
soared.

"But increasingly, the Mexican
trafficking groups appear to be
taking advantage of at least some of
this new vacuum that now exists,
although much trafficking from and
through Colombia continues.

"But Bolivia and Peru are now
taking their places as major pro-
ducers of cocaine. When 1 was am-
bassador to Bolivia just a few years
ago and spoke about Bolivia's hav-
ing become the second largest pro-
ducer of cocaine, as well as of coca,
[ was vilified as an alarmist, but it
was true. Now, the 4.2 tons of Bo-
livin cocaine siezed a few weeks
ago in Lima on its way to Mexico is
proof that the Bolivian cocaine in-
dustry itself is of major importance
and a serious threat to the country.
Similarly, Peru has had major sei-
zures of cocaine, including one of
over three tons, in recent months,
showing that it, too, but more re-
centlyk, has completed the entire
dangerous production cycle.

"Nevertheless, eradication of coca
used to produce cocaine lags dra- ¥
malically. Both Peru and Bolivia
showed increases in coca produc-
tion over the last several years.
While Bolivia is now working to
achieve compliance with its inter-
national and national committments
and laws regarding eradication, the
Peruvian government continues to
refluse to eradicate mature coca,
with both countries continuing to
produce ever more raw material for
the cocaine production cycle, which
they themselves have now entirely
mastered.

"As a rule, we estimate that the
best interdiction efforts seize about
10 per cent of drugs heading to
market. To the degree that more
coca is produced, yes, more coca
will be seized, but more will be ¢
available, too. As we look lhmugh
the cocaine production cyeel, it is
thus crystal clear that eradication of
coca tht is not used for traditional
purposes is the only answer.

"The United States certainly sup-
ports the concomitant need for al-
ternative development programmes
to support eradiction efforts. Our
bilateral assistance programumes to
Bolivia over the last decade has
been more than $1,200 million,
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second highest in the hemispl

and one of the highest worldwid
on a per capita basis. ‘We have nov
succeeded in convincing the Worl
Bank and the Inter-American De:
velopment Bank (IDB) to .oper
their doors to support alternative

department E rogrammes, but nei
ther country asbecnml‘img to s
this opening, although their gov.
ermnments supported concept al

previous drug summits. :

"These and other nations mus
take the initiative themselves 'tc
seek funding for funding for alter
native development and admini
stration of justice = programmes
which they must put high on thei;
own national economic -and pohll

‘cal agenda in order to help consoh

date their democratic progresses: *

"Other nations too must work t
ratify and implement fully the. 1988
Vienna Convention, which _wa:
presided over by a senior Boliviar
official. Only by doing this will w
all have the tools we need fo pu
the traffickers out of business. -

"The Press plays an indispensable
role in keeping ‘the pressure or
these drug eriminals. Like any or.
ganism that thrives on rot and cor.
ruption, the drug frade cannat sur.
vive when exposed (o light. The jot
of the Press is to tocus puhl;c at.
tention on the drug trade and the
corruption that makes it possible.
The greater and more sustained the
exposure, the more the 1II|.gul d.mg
trade will suffer..

3 "Jnumahsts and the Press have a
unparalleled power to reach anc
influence the public, uncover pain
ful truths and,  in the
threaten the often stable and pms-
perous power bases of both crimi-
nals and public_ ofticials. This
power is an integral part of demo:
cratic society, a part of the checks
and balances necessary in u lree
nation. A free and vibrant Press can
have an overwhelming influenee or
the behaviour and discussions ol
both elected oflicials and other cili-
zens in a functioning democracy.
"But please don't think that 1 am
advocating any sort. of formul part-
nership between  government - und
the Press. Quite the cowitry. Your
independence to be‘effective in’un:
covering the truth, as painlul as lhni
may be to all parties concemed. |
"But while our respective role da
not always coincide, we'do share o
very strong common’ interest. pre-
senting facts as objectively as pos-
sible to that democratic “gover-
ments and the veters who el
them can make the right choites. 1
think you will agree that this is.
partnership that we can both b
proud to pumupuln: i
Thank you" —UISIS:




