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bers of the Advertising Practitioners’
Guild filed a writ petition challenging
the award of the contract in the Sindh
High Court which was admitted for
hearing in 1993.

The caretaker government of
Prime Minister Moeen Qureshi had
made an attempt in October 1993 to
replace the original contract with an
open, competitive arrangement, but
the PPP government of 1993-96 ig-
nored the pendancy of the petition in
the Sindh High Court, bypassed the
arrangement made by the Moeen
Qureshi government and perpetuated
the monopolistic contract for an addi-
tional ten years by authorising a fresh
agreement between STN and NTM in
September 1994.

While the need for a non-monopo-
listic and competitive arrangement for
STN remains paramount, the manner
of the cancellation of the contract is
questionable and inappropriate.

To prevent loss to innocent third
parties such as advertisers, advertis-
ing agencies; independem 2proa
gramme producers, creative talent,
etc., due notice should have been.
given by STN to NTM: to minimise~
hardships and uncertainties. The man-
agement of NTM in 1997 was also
making attempts to improve its pro-
gramme content and efficiency. There
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healthy competition and provide in-
creased choices to all concerned.
A second major flaw in the terms

for the new_contract-are—thet—the
a\_m_wmmmw-
duce their own news and current af-
fairs programmes. This iction di-
re i f
[ ression
in Article 19 -
- If the people of Pakistan are
capable of sustaining independent
print media that produce news and
current affairs material then the Pak-
istani nation is equally capable of op-
erating independent electronic media
which offer alternative and credible
news and current affairs programmes
that will compete with government- %
controlled Khabarnama and similar
programmes.

hirdly, in evaluating bids, due °
weightage should have been
specified for the professional
relevarice and‘¢onpeténce of bidders,
ir programme production con-
epts, their past reputation for cre-
ative work, etc., so that the highest
bid alone should not necessarily be
the winning bid.
In the commendable spirit of mak-
ing a fresh start which has been
demonstrated by the action of can-
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the PPP government of 1993-96 ig-
nored the pendancy of the petition in
the Sindh High Court, bypassed the
arrangement made by the Moeen
Qureshi government and perpetuated
the monopolistic contract for an addi-
tional ten years by authorising a fresh
agreement between STN and NTM in
September 1994,

While the need for a non-monopo-
listic and competitive arrangement for
STN remains paramount, the manner
of the cancellation of the contract is
questionable and inappropriate.

To prevent loss to innocent third
parties such as advertisers, advertis-
ing agencies; « independent 2prga!
gramme producers, creative talent, '
etc., due notice should have. been
gwe:n by STN to NTM to
hardships and uncertainties. The man-
agement of NTM in 1997 was also
making attempts to improve its pro-
gramme content and efficiency. There
was a moral obligation for STN to give
a reasonable notice period before
cancellation instead of such abrupt

The reasons given by STN for can-
celling the contract in themselves are
valid i.e., “that the original contract
was given under pressure, coercion,
efc.” But it is strange that STN under
the second PML government has for-
gotten what STN failed to do during
the first PML government between
1990 and 1993. The federal govern-
ment has a majority of directors —
five — on the board of Shalimar
Recording Co. Ltd., the parent com-
pany of STN, and it is therefore the re-
sponsibility of the federal government
to ensure that STN acts in a proper
manner. -
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which offer alternative and credible
news and current affairs programmes
that will compete with government-
controlled Khabarnama and similar
programmes.
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hirdly, in evaluating bids, due '

weightage should have been

specified for the professional
mlewmt’aﬂdwnpéﬂémﬁe of bidders,
programme production con-
epts, their past reputation for cre-
ative work, etc., so that the highest
bid alone should not necessarily be
the winning bid.

In the commendable spirit of mak-
ing a fresh start which has been
demonstrated by the action of can-
celling the contract, it is hoped that
the government and STN will rectify
these major flaws in the terms speci-
fied for new bids.

The only effective, credible and
long-term solution to this issue is to

‘make any new contract subject to a

law such as the EMRA law, the Elec-
tronic Media Regulatory Authority Or-
dinance promulgated by the caretaker
government last February which

lapsed in June. Through the enforce-
ment of EMRA in the form of an Act

of Parliament will we alone be able to -

ensure truly competitive, open, trans
parent conditions for electronic media

in Pakistan in which independent al- |

ternative sources for news and cur-
rent affairs programmes on Radio and
TV are also made available to the peo-
ple in keeping with the needs o%a
democratic system M}g



