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FTER several months
the Allama Igbal Library

in Sialkot has been opened.

This is really a news because

in Pakistan, particularly in

Punjab, if a library is closed it

means that it has been closed

forever. What Punjab inheri-

ted from the British was a

well-kept library at every dis-

trict headquarters' under the
district management or the
municipal committee. But we

did with this heritage what we

have done with such institu-

tions after we won independ-
ence. The late poet and wrier

Zameer Jafri once lamented

the plight of the district li-

brary of Jhelum where he ma-

triculated in early thirties.

This library offered its read-

ers at least one English daily

from UK and American week-
lies Time and Newsweek plus

a good collection of books in-

cluding historical publica-

tions of the governments.

According to Jafri, after the

establishment of colleges at

the district level, they also
had good libraries. The most

significant aspect of these li-

braries was that well to do

people of the area were

coaxed to contribute to the li-

braries in cash or subscription

and to good local and foreign
magazines. Jafri wrote that

Anglo-US magazines were

subscribed by well-to-do

Hindi and Sikh communities.

What happened after August

1947 is a painful story. One of

the senior librarians of the

country, Raees Ahmad

Samdani, in his latest book

Yadon Ki Maala (published
recently by Lahore publish-
ers, Al-Faisal) writes about
the conditions prevailing in
this field in the capital of the
Punjab province. In his
sketches of Dr. Ibn-i-Hasan
Qaiser, Dr. Abdul Moeed and
Mian Shaukat Altaf, he talks
about the those conditions.
He says: Lahore was the city
of reputed libraries and move-
ment for the promotion of li-
braries and book culture. Its
activities had come to stand
still. The overwhelming ma-
jority of the library staff mi-
grated to India. The library
school established in 1915 was
closed down. The magazine
Modern Librarian was also
closed down, some of the li-
braries were looted. Thousand
of books of historical impor-
tance were used as fuel and
some of them came to the
footpaths of the city where
the number of the lovers of
old books was very limited
who had not much purchasing
power. Thus the great treas-
ures of the Lahore libraries
were ruined.

The period which saw the
library movement in full cry
was of the British rulers with
bureaucracy dominated by
the British civil servants. The
feudal control could not op-
pose this sort of education
but after independence the
government and the bu-
reaucracy was in the full con-
trol of indigenous feudal.
They fully opposed every sys-
tem or function which was
meant to develop human re-
sources and productive man-
power. The feudal were non-
productive and practically
lived like parasites therefore
there was no question of en-
couragement to make the so-
ciety productive and progres-
sive. They let the cultural, ed-
ucational activities die
down. That phenomena
ruined the libraries. From
one end of the country to the
other this source of educa-
tion was mistreated. They
were against any sort of
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knowledge which could cre-
ate the real and meaningful
consciousness among the
people at large.

Again it was in Punjab that
the library movement was
started by people like Khwaja
Noor Elahi, Asadullah Khan,
Malik Fazal Elahi, Dr.
Muhammad Ali Kazmi, Altaf
Shaukat, Jameel Naqvi, Dr.
Abdul Mueed, Abdul Sabooh
Qasmi and others who tried to
work for the promotion of li-
braries and the profession.

It was later in Z.A. Bhutto’s
period when education attrac-
ted more attention from the
government and many new in-
stitutions including Academy
of Letters and Pakistan Book
Foundation were established.
Lok Virsa was also the crea-
tion of that period. The foun-
dation made a very solid con-
tribution to the cause of edu-
cation but after Bhutto its ac-
tivities again faded away. This
foundation is now becoming
more active and it has started
to promote book culturé. Its
latest activity was a-confer-
ence entitled . “Book
Ambassador in Karachi” un-
der the patronage . of
Education Minister Mir Hazar
Khan Bijarani. According to a
Dawn reporter, the First Book
Ambassador Conference was
held at a hotel here with more
mediamen than book lovers.
The scheme seeks to engage
those who hold influence in
that society further (to re-
build) the cause of reading
culture.

Mahmood Sham, Abdul
Hakeem Baloch, Dr. Salma
Shaheen, Amjad Islam
Amjad, Mansha Yaad,
Shabnam Shakeel, Obaid
Ullah Baig, Dr Asif Farrukhi,
Mustansar Hussain Tarar,
Muhammad Ali Kazi, Anwar
Jehangir, Rana Seerat Khan,
Qavi Khan, Talat Husain,
Bushra Ansari, Saadia Imam,
Senator Maula  Bukhsh
Chandio and Mir Hazar Khan
Bijarani have been engaged
for the purpose.

A correspondent, Dr. Ali

Akbar, has some suggestions
for developing reading habits.
A survey of personal libraries
may be conducted which will
show people’s personal inter-
est in reading books. In Sindh
alone there are a number of li-
braries, having more than
100,000 books on various top-
ics. Libraries worth mention-
ing include ‘those of Zulfikar
Ali Bhutto, Sardar Sher Baz
Mazari, Khalid Ishaq, Dr. A.A.
Dhakan, Manzoor Qureshi at
Karachi. Others include those
of Aga Badruddin, a ‘gadhi

nasheen’, Dr. Dur
Muhammad, Pathan Gul
Hayat Institute, Dr. Gul

Muhammad Shah and Siddiq
Library in Katri Kabeer. All
personal library holders may
be included in the list of am-
bassadors and award certifi-
cates. They may be invited for
their views on increasing
readership.

These are certainly good
suggestions and after this
conference it becomes almost

‘necessary to compile a list of

big personal libraries in
whole of the country and in
that process Raees Ahmad
Samdani like people and pro-
fessional librarians should al-
50.be, consulted, Samdani’s
book is very helpful to reach
out to such people and pre-
pare directories related to li-
braries. That is the way  to
consolidate primary informa-
tion about the assets scat-
tered in different parts and
languages of the country.
Dhakani has dropped some
hints about some of the per-
sonal libraries in Sindh while
three is great number of such
libraries in other provinces as
well. For instance Jhandhari
Brothers Library in Vehari
district is one of them in
Punjab. The respected own-
ers of such libraries should be
given technical help to pre-
serve their stocks. The imme-
diate need is that at least
such libraries should be given
proper publicity in their
areas to encourage book cul-
ture in the rural areas.





