Reading rooms to be set up in capital

ISLAMABAD: The Department of Libraries, Ministry of Education, is all set to realise a novel concept of reading rooms in the city to bring books of all kinds within the reach of citizens.

Department of Libraries Director General, Mohammad Nazir told this news agency on Wednesday that the project was initiated in collaboration with the Capital Development Authority (CDA).

The CDA will foot the bill for the reading rooms to be set up in various sectors, while the Department of Libraries will make available the reading material and staff.

Six reading rooms will be up and running in the coming months, said Nazir, adding, a survey will be conducted in sectors to determine the number of books and facilities required for each reading room.

At present readers can go to libraries including National Library, Public Library F-6 Markaz and Model Children Library G-6 Markaz.

Over the years, the number of people visiting these libraries has grown and more libraries are needed to cater for rising demand of readers. These libraries are run by the Department of Libraries.

Nazir said for many citizens the timings of libraries were not suitable. The reading rooms in sectors will be a unique opportunity for people to regain their lost interest in books.

The aim of the project is to provide an environment for people, especially youth who want to read books but never get the opportunity to do so.

Culture of spending time in libraries is not a popular concept in the country but this will be a break from the past.

Reading rooms will also be a healthy prospect for students and will help propel their minds towards creativity and learning.

The effort of Department of Libraries is to step out and make a contribution despite financial restraints. The reading rooms will be scholarly abodes, a breath of fresh air for residents who have limited options of relaxation and recreation. app

