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LAHORE - Athenaeums and libraries are not just places where collections of books are kept but they are a depository of past, storehouse of experience, a recording of facts and a repository of knowledge.
Book is the best companion from cradle to grave, be it a baby’s bedtime story, a toddler’s picture book, a child’s comic book, a teen’s young fiction or academic books.
“The book is a friend for the friendless and the library is a home to the homeless”, says Francis Bacon.
Libraries play vital role in the development as well as decline of nations. Unfortunately, the habit of reading good literature is dwindling in Pakistan. There are a number of reasons behind this phenomenon but the most prominent is lack of libraries.
Commenting on the issue, National Language Authority Chairman and renowned poet Iftikhar Arif says, “Unfortunately, wealth has become the symbol of success in our society while knowledge and intellect have been marginalised. We seek knowledge just to earn a good livelihood.

 “It is lamentable that Pakistanis have lost interest in books. Library culture has vanished. The city like Islamabad has only one major library—National Library—which is situated in an area where a commoner can’t go.” 
Government College University Lahore Vice Chancellor Dr Khaleequr Rahman says: “Civilised countries keep their libraries updated and fully facilitate visitors. But unfortunately we cannot develop such culture.” 
The VC considers textbooks a major reason for diversion from book reading. “With the provision of text books, students don’t intend to read more books and the tendency of going through books is not taking roots among youth. He suggested abolition of textbooks after intermediate.
On one hand, the government spent billions on provision of free laptops, but on the other hand neither it is paying heed to establish new libraries nor allocating sufficient funds to the existing ones. 
According to an official of the Directorate of Public Library who requested anonymity, the directorate runs only five public libraries in the province. He says that the directorate does not have funds and the libraries are not in good condition.
In a metropolitan city like Lahore, there are only three major public libraries; Punjab Public Libraries, Quaid-e-Azam Library and Dyal Singh Library which are insufficient to cater the need of 10 million people. Neither the staff at these libraries is trained to facilitate the visitors nor ambience is comforting.
During a survey, TheNation received various suggestions from citizens to improve the state of libraries. 
Hibba Khan, a student and a frequent visitor to the Jinnah Library, says: “The library is superfluous with book but it needs automation system, instead of operating manually.
A visitor at the Punjab Public Library, Saleemullah, is visiting the library for many years but complains that he could not find desired books easily. 
He said: “Library does not have proper facilities like potable water, furniture and electricity backup.”
Another visitor, Azam Nadeem, says that the library remains closed on holidays and its timing is also not feasible for an on job person. He suggests that libraries must remain open 24/7 so the people could visit it any time.
Companioning over the scarcity of books, he says that by rules, there is supposed to be 10 copies of every book in the library but most of the books have single copy
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LAHORE -  Situated in the Jinnah Garden, Quaid-e-Azam Library is considered a high profile research and reference library of Pakistan which caters the needs of research scholars and graduate students. 

The Library was constructed in the mid of 19th century during the British rule. The building comprises Lawrence and Montgomery halls.  It was used as an assembly room for public meetings and staging theatrical and musical performances. The building was also known as Old Gymkhana. The library has the capacity of 250 readers. 

Currently, an extension has been made by constructing two basements in either side of the building. It has an adequate collection of books and periodicals and a serene reading environment. According to the chief librarian, new treasurers of books are added each year. A good number of microfilms of rare documents, journals and newspapers are also available for the researchers. Newspaper clipping files on 130 topics are also maintained. The computerised cataloguing, reading and research facilities through the internet are available for research scholars, students and general public. Six online public access catalogue terminals have been installed in the library to facilitate the readers to search reading material. Library’s catalogue is accessible through its website. It offers six types of memberships including student, general, research scholar, lifetime, honorary and causal membership.  The Quaid-e-Azam Library has a collection of 125, 000 books in English and Urdu, Arabic and Persian languages.  It has an excellent auditorium/exhibition hall, which is being used for hosting exhibitions and holding seminars on the promotion of library science and research methods. Conferences, workshops and lectures are arranged in the auditorium. It opens from Monday to Saturday. 

The micro films of Paisa Akhbar, Civil & Military Gazette, Comrade and Eastern Times are a valuable collection.  The Quaid-e-Azam Library is an autonomous body functioning under a board of governors headed by CM.
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LAHORE  - Established in 1884, the Punjab Public Library, the biggest library of the city, is situated at the heart of the city on The Mall adjacent to the Lahore Museum and surrounded by a number of prominent educational institutions such as the Punjab University and the National College of Arts. 

PPL chief librarian Azra Usman claims that the library has a collection of 350,000 books, bound volumes of magazines, newspapers, reports, the old gazettes of Punjab, Pakistan and undivided India, and more than 1500 manuscripts. The library has acquisition, circulation and reference units.

It also has a children section in which illustrated books, children encyclopaedias and dictionaries, besides some 6,000 books on various subjects are available. It has the internet facility as well for the visitors. A number of lectures on various subjects are also held in the library’s auditorium.  The library remains opened from 8:00am to 7:00pm. The library gets Rs30 million annual budget from the Punjab government
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LAHORE - Dayal Singh Library is located at Nisbat Road, near Lashmi Chowk. The library was established in 1908 in accordance with the will of Shiri Dayal Singh Ji Majithia. He was born in 1848 and amassed a fortune in his life. Before his death though, he donated all of his wealth to three trusts for spreading education.

The library was originally opened at the residence of Dayal Singh as a reading room and housed his personal collection of one thousand books. In 1928 it was shifted to its current location and became a treasure trove for book lovers. During the partition of 1947 it suffered a great catastrophe. A large number of books and furniture were damaged. As a result of the migration of its trustees, the library was closed down.  After 12 years in 1964, it was revived under the Evacuee Trust Property Board. The library has an annual budget of Rs18 million. It has seven thousand members out of which one thousand are lifetime members. From 150 to 200 people visits the library every day.  Dayal Singh Library houses 176,000 books and 10,000 periodicals.

