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Downward spiral: Our country’s continous descent into a state of anarchy refuses to reach its climax. And our nation could not have been more humiliated than the recent series of Shia community massacres: the Quetta bombings, the Abbas Town blast, the murder of a doctor and his son.

 

The daily cycle of target killing in Karachi continues, but doesn’t even make the news headlines anymore. In fact Karachi’s terrorised residents have hundreds of tragic street-crimes stories to narrate on a daily basis. No one seems to be in control, with even the authorities seemingly awestruck and helpless. The level of shamelessness of the people who govern is unprecedented. If this is not a dysfunctional state, then what is?

 

Are we sick?: We are at a loss to comprehend such macro-level ‘lawlessness’. Let us examine a micro-level aspect of this phenomenon. When I see a motorcyclist – with his entire family precariously stacked on the motorbike – jumping the traffic signal and then going the wrong way, I think there is something really wrong with our social order and national psyche. Why would anyone risk the lives of their loved ones at a traffic signal? Why do we show so much contempt for the law? Is it just the pressures of uncontrolled urbanisation or something else?

 

I feel that this contagion of ‘defying the law’ is a disease that seems to have permeated every aspect of our lives. As one of the main reasons for the fact that everything seems to be spiralling out of control, this disregard for the law has also deeply criminalised our society. The natural outcome of this ‘diseased mindset’ has a variety of other pathological derivatives like nepotism, misuse of office/authority, strangulation of merit, corruption at every level etc. It is like a chain reaction that leads us to a situation where everything breaks down.

 

But this has not happened overnight. It is a result of the continuous poor performance of the law-enforcement agencies and the justice department. We have come to a point where anybody can get away with anything. Right from the petty offence of jumping a traffic signal to organised crime, extortion, kidnapping, getting loans written off – these are all signs of the weakness of the ‘law’. All this emboldens those with a criminal mindset – those who parade helpless naked women in village squares, give verdicts of rape, and maintain their own private armies/jails without fear.

 

This has left the society completely demoralised. The irony is that large numbers of law-enforcement personnel have also joined the ranks of criminals and lawbreakers. Hence many people feel that the law is ‘dead’ and believe justice cannot prevail – so why bother with respecting the rules? 

 

The origin of lawlessness: In my opinion, the monster of lawlessness is home-grown. This beast probably owes its existence to several factors and most of us can take a stab at explaining the reasons. But my contention is that the real problem lies in the fact that those in a position to actually do something, who have wealth and power, feel that they are above the law and should therefore be given preferential treatment.

 

The VIP class is the biggest enemy of the law. This tals is neither unique nor new, but the concept of the ‘haves’ vs the ‘have-nots’ has become unctrollable in Pakistan. Over the years it has been turned into a sophisticated art, since it has been systematically pursued by the upper class. This is the foundation of the downward spiral of the society.

 

Lawlessness trickles down: It has to be understood that the upper strata of the ‘civilised’, well-educated and the wealthy are in the forefront when making a mockery of the law, while the lower classes only mimic them. This has produced a ‘VIP culture’, which has crippled the entire body of the nation. The irony is that, instead of combating this evil, it has been nurtured by all successive governments and the ruling elite. The lawmakers have turned out to be the biggest lawbreakers of the country.

 

The country’s ordinary citizens openly show their disgust over the deployment of law-enforcement agencies to protect the VIPS, the road blockings and large motorcades. They also know that the same VIPs patronise and harbour criminals. When they observe such criminal insensitivity among the leadership, what choice are they left with? Either suffer or join them in the culture of ‘lawlessness’.

 

The recent cold-blooded murder of Shahzeb, son of a senior police officer, at the hands of some landowners’ sons is an indication that this Frankenstein’s monster of ‘lawlessness’ will not differentiate between the patrons and the ordinary people – rather devour anybody that comes in its path. Even those in uniform will not be spared. Regardless of rank or position, each one of us has become vulnerable.

 

Is there a way out?: I have painted a very bleak picture of our beloved country, but it is this culture of lawlessness that threatens our existence. And the sooner we realise this, the better. A majority of ordinary, normal peace-loving people live in this country – but only like hostages. They constantly live in misery and fear. They are the victims of this system, and because of the vicious circle of lawlessness they are rendered helpless. This helplessness, in turn, leads to yet more lawlessness. But people do not turn to crime or lawlessness out of choice. It’s the leadership that has failed the nation and perpetuated this atmosphere of anarchy. It is strange that they have remained silent for so long.

 

Solutions come aplenty, but only with a political will – and that too not of the governed but of those who govern. At this point in time, it seems that it is almost impossible and against the nature of the country’s elite to change the status quo. The only way out seems a revolutionary change in the socio-political setup which can then amend this system. While no one government or party can be blamed for the chaos we find ourselves in, the last setup proved to be terrible – maybe even the worst – for the country.

 

Supremacy of ‘rule of law’ is the keystone of a modern society – and it is certainly not rocket science. Will we see this revolutionary change any time soon? Can we have a government that is ready to set a new precedence where everyone is dealt equally by the law? Will we ever have a party that will stand by the helpless ordinary citizens of the country?

 

Our survival depends on the enforcement of and respect for rule of law – irrespective of status or position. Otherwise, I fear this downwards spiral can only lead to a disastrous conclusion.

 

The writer is an architect and artist.

 

