
Understanding 6,800 languages\ro~~

B~ . tHE YEAR 2006, IT IS V I E W. hensions of reprisals from the ~-
expected,it will be possibleto use ,. . rorists necessitatedimprovedsecu-
software on a floppy disk to trans- rity. Among other things, this
late text from 6,SOOlanguages spo- required taking a' census of the
ken in 192 countries of the world workers of foreign origin in London
into 10 major languages including and knowing the languages they
English, Chinese, French, German, spoke. A survey revealed then that
Arabic and Spanish. three million people in London

There was a time, not very alone spoke more than 150 lan-
long ago, when sun did not set on guages. The survey also revealed
the British empire. If darkness of the presence of a large number of
the night covered half the British foreigners who had illegally entered
colonies, the sun shone on the the country most of whom were
other half. The Union Jack, there- forcibly deported. The metropolitan
fore, flew all the time. The British MUNNOO BHAIPolice also started an emergency
colonies included America, the . service - phone number 999 -
one and ~ml~ super-power .today, A surv OifpeonleOif that provides interpreters fo.r those

that gaL Its mdependence m the eY.r who do not understand Engltsh.
late 1St century. foreign origin taken after Most of those 'benefiting' from

It is hard to say whether it is the interpreter facility during the
nature's revenge or reward for the 9/11 revealed that three first three months spoke Portuguese,

gen.ocide of Ameri~a's R.ed million peoplein London Tur~ish, Sp~nish ~nd ~omali.IndIans and the Australtan abong- TamIl, Bengalt, ArabIc, Itahan and
ines and destruction of their cul- alone spoke more than Polish speakers came next.

tures and civilisations associated 1 0 l Social scientists in Britainwith 150 languages that 150 lan-, 5 anguages believe that a close liaison is vital
guages are now spoken in' for London's residents because a
England's capital, London. The close liaison alone can provide pro-
city has thus become home to peoples speaking the tection in times of emergency. It is necessary therefore
largest number of languages. to have the ability to quickly translate into English all

Three million of London's eight million citizens, languages spoken here so that people can understand
according to a report, have a mother tongue other than each other. Tim Connel, director the London city uni-
English. The three million citizens have come to seek versity's linguistics department, believes that the nmn-
employment in London from the countries where the bel' of languages spoken in London exceeds 150. The
Union Jack once flew. The three million people speak information technology revolution has made it possible
more than 150 languages. People from South Asia or to write translation software for nearly 100 languages.
the Indo-Pak subcontinent alone speak more than 60 Writing such software for all 150 or so languages, how-
languages including Assamese, Bengali, Gujarati, ever, would require two years. By the year 2006, it may
Tamil, Kashmiri, Hindi, Malayalam, Marathi, Punjabi, be possible to translate all 6,SOOlanguages spoken in
Telugu and Urdu. 192 countries of the world into 10 major languages. The

It was only after the September 11, 2001 terrorist software, available on floppy disks, will make such
attacks that the fact of 150 languages being spoken in translation a matter of minutes.
London came to light. When America and Britain start-
ed a joint campaignagainstglobalterrorism,the appre- MunnooBhai is a writer andcolumnist
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