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The successful completion of this accountability process sends a strong and constructive message about the maturity of Pakistan’s institutional frameworks.
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“The only stable state is the one in which all men are equal before the law.” ― Aristotle
How many women would be supported, loved or even celebrated if they were accused of cheating on their husband, participating in controversial acts on platforms like TikTok Live, hanging out with friends on their wedding night, and vlogging about it? The answer is simple: none. Such a woman would likely face death threats, extreme hate from society and public shaming. Even their own family wouldn’t approve of it. So why is it that men like Rajab Butt are treated as heroes, while women like Qandeel Baloch are murdered by their own loved ones?
I understand that a rags-to-riches story always gets a lot of traction especially in a country like Pakistan where there is a prevalence of extreme poverty. Children and adults alike look up to men who rise from nothing, especially if they are fairly good-looking. This is exactly what happened with the phenomenon that is Rajab Butt. A YouTuber, TikToker, and social media personality, he became the center of attention after his wedding ceremony went viral for all the wrong reasons.
Hundreds of thousands of rupees were thrown at his events by his friends and family, he received questionable gifts, and multiple FIRs were filed against him and later against his friends, as reported in multiple news outlets. At first glance, he seemed like a simple mama’s boy with a tight-knit group of friends. From riding a cheap motorcycle to owning multiple luxury vehicles, his lifestyle appealed to many young people dreaming of fame and fortune without following the traditional path of education and work. Not to demean his efforts, according to his story he dropped out of school and did menial jobs to support his family. Then came overnight success through his YouTube channel, at one point he became the fastest growing YouTuber in the country. 
I have no objection to overnight success, being a social media personality, or even living the life that Rajab Butt allegedly leads. I also don’t believe that these YouTubers should be role models for children. In fact, I believe that parents must control the media their children consume. My concern lies with the society we live in and its glaring double standards. The same people who take selfies with him outside the courtroom, turning his court visits into heroic TikToks with Bollywood gangster music, would be quick to condemn a female YouTuber living the exact same life. Somehow, she would be accused of ruining the country’s image and honour, yet the same actions are celebrated when performed by a man. Even his fellow social media influencers are harshly slut-shamed on TikTok Live, while men engaging in the same behaviour are glorified.
What intrigues me is the psyche of our people. What makes someone a hero, and what makes someone a villain? Why is the burden of honour placed solely on women? Why do men get away with murder, while women are killed simply for existing? Even after death, a woman’s character is questioned by those responsible for providing justice, while judges rarely question the character of men who rape or kill women, yet feel no shame in blaming her for her own murder.
It’s an understood fact that rules are not the same for everyone in this country, whether it’s men and women, civilians and non-civilians, Punjabi and Balochi, Sunnis and Shias, or the middle class and the elite. Some people are arrested and spend time in lock up for minor traffic violations, while there has been a serious lack of accountability in high-profile road accident cases involving the children of influential individuals. Some are fined for tinted windows and fancy number plates while others roam freely without license or plates. Senior licensed lawyers can’t bring their cars inside the High Court premises while YouTubers are escorted in with their vehicles waiting at the entrance. What is the purpose of law when it’s not the same for everyone? Who would want to obey rules that are discriminatory to begin with?
Another YouTuber was held in custody for almost 100 days without bail. He claimed to have been subjected to custodial torture, humiliation, and extortion by NCCIA officers, who reportedly are now themselves in custody and under investigation. In his vlog on YouTube which has now been viewed by 13 Million people, he alleged that he was eventually helped by an officer of a superior government agency. But not everyone is fortunate to receive such help or has the resources to hire a competent legal team. If someone as rich and famous as Ducky Bhai can face such foul play, imagine the plight of ordinary citizens with no money, influence or protection.
Bad people and crime exist everywhere, but at least in some countries, due process is followed, justice is not a joke, and your life does not depend on who you know or how much you can pay. Does the common person stand any chance at justice? Every human deserves dignity, fair trial and protection under the law. If this is unavailable at home, they have the right to seek a life elsewhere. No place is perfect, but at least some countries offer peace of mind, safety, and a fair chance to prosper based on your potential and not on who you know and whose child you are.
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