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etaphoncally
spepking citie$,;.ha,ve
a living characterof
a

.
breathin9

.

entity
apable ot growth

a'l'rd evotJion. ~ look back in the
past of a city, one with which we
have an emotional and aesthetic

bonding, could be perhaps as
. interesting as to apprehend the life
of a dearly loved human being.
There were two events in this

beautifully vibrant city of ours that
offered two perspeCtives to look

! into thepast of Lahore.A: an'
exhibition arranged by Lahore
Museum 'Antiquities of Lahore' and
another was a brainstorming but
rather frustrating event on La~ore
vis-a -vis its 'land management'.

The Environment Section o,f the
. Fledgling City Government'

arranged the lalter. I call the event,
frustrating for the major reason that
over the'past very ,many years one
has seen almost zero outcome of

s,uchmeetings and the thingthat'
matters\ most -'implelJ1entat ion' 'I
could \1ar9Iyb~see

.nmanifestedin. \

the state-of-things., , "
Comingto the exhibition, (

positive aspect of seetng the
ceremonial 'red ribbon' being
by a fop bureaucrat is that andive

. heart. like mine begins hoping

agai~st~ope t~qt the egregidq?~'r~d
tape-Ism too disappears on,eday
for good offer such kind and pli.blic-

'ffiEmdly'gesfure of ()lJ('top hots and
highbrov.'.s. However, as or aging
viewer remarked, everyone wonts
to collect as many a gaily featpers
beforelpying the official cap to its'
rest of retirem,ent. Our dynamictop
boas QLRuojQ~cp.r~~th~,h~
w"asa!Jea~s,f9rt~e PrQq!el1J~;9f.:~ .

MM~IJ1Q.n?r~e'~bOOd gj'@fuP~
crightwscholarly guytQfuis" {,

institution and expressed full
confidence in his person.

How flattered my noNe heart felt
on hearing these remarks is simply
beyond words! True enQugh,the
Museum is becoming slightly

, interactive..,...a series of lecture,

sqrne exhibitions and a dialogue
with the media couldbe.safeiyllput
in this bracket of 'signs of -:n°ve-
ment'. Some of the recent lectures
hAIr!nt it, nllditnrilll1'\ hnvA hAAI'1.
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held at its auditorium.hov.e,beel1
. professionally handled and'

meticulously planned. 'Antiquities
of lahore' put together.an array of -
interesting relics-photographic'
reproducesof paintings,lithographs
and historicphotographs,arms,attires

, ,withcalico printing,etc.
Besides some Sikh period Calico

printed items there were these,
modern samples of blockprinting
which has abandoned the use of

vegetable / natural!organicdyes
to be replaced by synthetic/
chemical dyes. It was this indig.
enous 'art' that adorned the

gorgeous garments of ,royalty. . -
Seeing these relics was liketakingan
account of the city througha window
opened onto its checkeredhistory.

ArtiFactsJrom various galleries of
Museum such as Islamic,Hindu,
Arms, Arts and Crafts, Paintings,
Ethnographic, Coins, Pakistan
Movement and Manus~ripts Gallery
were drawn forithis exposition, The
'organizer"a Research Officer
presently with the additional
charge of security of the Museum
said this exhibition could have been
more diverse with a muchgreater

. cooperation of the gallery curators.
Some exhibits were from the private
collection of Fakir Syed Aijazuddi~ -
and ProF.Dr.FarrukhAhmed'Khan.

One aspect leftmuchto be '

desired- there was ample room for
improvement in the display of the
artifacts. Merely putting together
some items doesn't mean it
becomes 'an exhibition. A curator, '
and a befitting display are some of
the basics that were neglected or
rather'the compromised aspects of
this exhibition. Could such aspects
be overlooked conveniently and
benignly for institutions with frugal
development budgets? For these are
national institutions traditionally
led by cashcstr(Jpp~d officials.

Much more, these institutions
suffered ill repute and los~ in the
hands of those"officials' who were'
entrenched in survival politics and
were disreputable for their records
of 'ill-housekeeping '; A;very,
interesting aspect of the e~hibition
was the collection of old maps of
Lahore Division, the older city and
the walled city itself, which showed

inte
,

resting to note the
,

waysome
I

"Wes were spelled-
')ojranwalal,Seealkot.People I

ere seen crowding before I
postcards"and photographic I

reproduces showing the Mall,the
Old Tollington Market, various city
halls like Lowrence Hall, Mantgom-
ery Hall, Town Hall, Old Anarkali,
etc., etc.

Amongst the people a heartening
scene was to watch an elderly

- person calling upon his third
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." generation of gra

,

ndSons ~n~
,',"' daughtersto see howtheircity

.. . once looked and to where they
P~. belonged originally-the walled

city that also figure~prominentlyin
this exhipition through various
historical buildings likeMasjid
Wazir Khan and Soneri Mosque,
various city gates thc;:1tonce
fortified this place. ElderlyMian
Attaullah Ithats what I learned he I
was called}, an Assistant Commis-

sioner in early 50s said this is the
kind of thinglexhibitionl we must
have tq show our heritage to the
youngergeneration!A bigplusof
holdingan exhibitionat theMJsam
premisesis that no extra initiativeis

,- L neededto seeanartcollectioohere
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, -,'qnd!he~e iustd i~ile
"'i moving'ina~)30lleries.
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concludin

,

g it all, one could hardlY

i

debate a point stated repeatedly
, by manylahorites on several- ~ occasions

, "

which is the need for a'

~

City Mus~um'. After living here for
centuries and being a part of its

. history, this is something what the:
Lahorites deserve for themselves 1

and for thegrowinggenerations, I
And this is more important than so- ~

cqlled 'FoodStreets'whichare I
after all a commercialventureto I
say the least.We deserveand need I
more 'bufferzones'-open, ~

breathing spaces laden with foliage .1
and flowers. We deserve some care I

fromthe authoritiesintermsof ~

stringent regulation to make'the 'air' I
we breathe less polluted. There are I
myriad lessons to be learnt from the

j
past! Its still time to streamline,the
future course for this ever-growing

urbangiant nowexpanding .southwardswitha considerable II
speedandcommercialgusto.. 11
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the lushgardens,an environmental
buffer zone, that once girdled this
age-old part of the city There was
another mqpshowingLahore I

Divisi6n as it existed in1850- 55.
Drawn, temporarily, from the
custody of Archives department
Punjab, the Pun/'ab Public library
and private co lection the maps
were a treat for discerning and
irrlpressionable eyes. It wa.,:;


