
Dahore seems to be receiving
more than normal attention

again. Though, 'efforts to
improve its looks have been

going on for quite some time now, one
getS the impression that the toil is slow.
Nevertheless, some places seem to have

regained lost glory or have better looks
now, while others display a different

appearance. The change varies from
'place to place. For example, the old
sleepy quarter of Gowalmandi has not
only got a face lift but has acquired a
'metamorphosed ambience too. On the
other hand the indolent and easy going,
life of Old Anarkali hardly showed any
mutation despite itS being promoted to a
~ewer 'Food Bazaar' status.

Amongst other places which have
received the attention of the Authorities,

is the Mall. One can see a number of
edifices along the Mall repainted and
facades embellished to give them a look
as close fu what they, originally, had.
Nevertheless, one sometimes getS the odd
feeling that the effort is no more than the
routine whitewash and some bit of

customary repairs-measures, for, just
looking at the surroundings and around
the comers or edges of the edifices one
finds laxity that went on for the last so
many yeats pr decades. '

The Mall was once a wonderful place.

, It made its appearance when modem
Lahore marked itS presence a

century and a half or so ago, when the
',' city went under the direct Rule of the
, English, though, it had started seeing

dawn ofth'e present modem age a bit
earlier. Built as a link between two

important parts of Lahore, it gradually
"Ieveloped into and remained the most
significant spot for a number of years
after Independence. It had the best of
everything. The best looking modem

,structures of Lahore, the best shops, the
best restaurantS, the best business houses

.,and was frequented by the best dressed
people of the City. ,

The Anarkali end of the Road turned,

over the years, as the Civil Station and
became the hub of social activity. There
,were the Anarkali Gardens, one of the

:€earliest public gardens of.modern ~ore.
:The place is said to be a lively spot 10 the
early days of English Rule. One hears
about the garden being f~uen~ed by the
Sahibs and their Memsahibs qUIte often.
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Changingfaceof the Mall
. ~lq-v.e.- <\'~ JJ,Jn{lV'
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SAJIDABBASwalks along the Mall, seeing places being brightened and reminisces about the once

lovely road and an old monument existing no longer
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Lawrence, the first ever to be ere<:ted in different conte1lt. h t ~rt C:",
Lahore of modem times and the first one It was in 184.8,! a o1"K3O\1",
to be removed after the English kfL The Deputy co~sslo~~rh was 'I~ isslloq'"(
reason for its removal was apparently a :;::~.;a,;",U::~;:.by the IVeruled
despised phrase inscribed on its base, . s IS C. so e agency
which was, , Will you be ruled by the of the pen, ~d, if necessary, I.Willrule it
Pen or the Sword'. ',\ ' by the sword . ~ ~oclamatlOnWas

When the statue had been standmg fo~ m~de a~er the rebellion of the Kangra
nearly twenty-five years on its. site, \ HilIChte~swassuppr~ssed,
somebody P\'Oposed,in 1911, m the '

\ How this proclamation was

Lahore MilIJ1cipaJityto remove the statue. promulgated, is given in an account by
to another lace, but the matter was not Robert Cust who said that the headmen
pursued s riously enough,. Nevettheless, 'pf the villages in the troubled parts of the
the Con ss used it as a drifting matter }\angra district were summoned to meet
after its nference i~ Roh~ in 1920, . a~different.points. At each place they
nine ye late~.The Issue lingered on till ass~mbled m scores, and when a sword
the coun gained Independence and the and 1\pen were placed before them to
statue wremoved in the night betWeen select the instrument by which they
Saturday, August 25 and Sunday August w!shed to be'ruled, the pen was grasped26, 1951. WItheagerness:

Inciden lly, the words of the offensive It was Robert Cust, not John Lawrence
phrase w not o( John,Lawrence but of who was the real author of the pen and

. 'somebody lse. The origin is said to have sword phrase which was not an actual
1 beena diff rentoccasionand in a utteranceof Lawrence.a
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Rubbish bin near
the marketstretch

" 1-'-:-- r.: IiJ
A bandusedto ~ Marketwasthe' ladiesbusy shopping,withyoungsters
playregularly,it is firstmodem escortingthemandcarrying,theirbags
said.Later,it structure10goup andmenchattingover a cupof teaor
playedits roleas a in 1864,thefirst coffeein theirfavouriterestaurantsof
venueof public -"'" exampleofany whichtherewerequitea fewaround;but
meetings.It is a .notablepublic hardlyany,today.AlongwiththeseyO11i'
pitythat theplace workinLahore. of thecasualtiesthathas taken'place
is moreor less Overthedecades duringthe yearsof change)s-liygienein
desertednow.Had carnelarge general.Onecan notice-(big rubbishbin
not a literary showroomsonthe neartheplac~hei'e Stiflesusedtobe,
societytakenthe Mall,nobazaars once. /'
initiativetomeet of thepigeon-coop,,-Thougiinarrower,theMall wasstilla
inthestructureat varietywhich> .' safeplaceto walk.Therewereclean
thenorthernendof have,regreifully, footpathsforpedestrians,just
thegarden,the croppedupnow. convenientlyhigh to stepon, unlikethe
place mi~ave . ".~ The shoppers of hurdles, that one has to cross today. The
turnedderelict, ,~ " practicallythe, surfaceremainedin goodrepairforit was
altogethelt,.. it"-'*' . .,.""' , wholeof Lahore- madeproperlyandof goodmaterial.

Modem1fy . Hawken encrodc1J!'i8wlfre the, usedtomeetat the Thereusedtobe flowerbedsalongthe
startedmoving, werbeds used tg,~e,l'.i'~ TolliotonMarker footpat!1s.Nobodywasallowedtohawk
along the Road. It ";" . ~h .,~ and the his wares by encroaching upon it as,it
was named the Lawrence Road some Commercial Buildings, located at the happens today.
years later and got a new name, the Mall, crossing of the Mall where the New andio There Wereother interesting things and
over the years, when modem shopping Old Anarkali meet. It became the beatof,' spots, besides. Close to the gate of the'
areas sprouted Closeby. The Tollintoll men, women and youngsters alike, the l' High Court was the statue of JohnI;'
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