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<Frighteninga smile OJ}tof the unsus~pec¥ng
" 1<1",' ~ .J)~ ~'a c}- BY,MajidShejkh .\ "

'~,T"ASTI' weE¥kv\l'l1ile walking The word means a 'disguis~cl nian," :woman)Jeggarin Gulberg wlio,oWhs,two cent person and ii)ghfen h~, and then II
, ,.J tth~op.gh. tlie,c'Walled City, and that he surely is. }!is tactic, is to buildirigs in the C'¥1alPark area and has immediately ask ~()rmoney. Som~times
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,( , , ' h d ' 'd person, for besIdes a pathetIc story or a gar outsIde the Mayo HospItal gate, SIt- says, can"be dfngerous fotpey,tend to
,Jo,~ lane? ,ru~ e" a ~!~~e ma~, soul-wrenching tale, or even humour for, ting there on a contract from the police, freeze in fright,.so Qiey,areUnm'eqi,at'ely
ihloodst:reammgfrom;~~ face, his that, fright is one way of begging. But. spends his time ill the evening-dressed in let alone. Butwottll:!D/i.'tendto scream and

;~',tongue' red, with "gore, ash then the traditional 'I;>ehrupia'of old very fIne cl°W~sN a Bhati Gate restau- "oft~n they, ~rethe' one~ ""ho also /;let
Y'tsplashed .on his fi!tfiy face1 his W~ed City ~xes the humom: of fright- rallt eating,the be,stmeals possible. aggressive. 13~tth~ averageLahoIihas'a

I "Cittire, in rags as if' j~st out of a emngpeople.'I!youcouldca.IIIt ~umour, But the .~stad of Muh.ammadAslam g?od lau~hand g}YeSII1~~eYp.o~out of,-
';ii/., . ."..' " to make a hvmg. The 'behrupla' I got' had learnt his trade from his 'ustad' and so pIty, but jU~tbecausetl),~ laugh ISworth

i'"fight", aq,uge shining sword ill his hold of was an interesting person, and his the tradition goes on. The first trait is to it. He says the original 'behrupia' ~as
i~;halld, and fierce bloodshot eyes. story is worth telling. learn the art of m,ake up, and this takes actually a cOmicact, andjn circu~es'~11
ff,iHe' came sti'aight forme, scream- Muhammad Aslam liyes in one of th~ some doi?-g. Aslam took me h?me and ?ver the 'sub-coni\ne~ti 'they played im
'" ing swinging his sword and numerous stree~s that shoot off RavI cleaned his fa<;:e,and he ~s a m~e hand- Importa~t role brIngIng pe°t,'le.,to the

n' d "Y All'" fr if t Road near the TImber Market. Son of a some chap, and spoke an ImpreSSIvedash arena. WIth the death of th,e CIrcus,well
ye . ea. ill a enzy as 0 t~or of the area, he went to school like of English. Once clean and 'normal', for I almost, these comics m'anaged to;make
strIke me straIght on the skull. any other child and then joined a govern- was beginning to doubt as to what was ends meet qy taking to'the'streets. But',
That split second was frightening. ment department as a peon. There he did normal,he set about mixinga red pigment that is not the whol~,trUth. ".," ,:

But as 1 have experienced such not like the work and left to try his hand dye in water ap.d added, a bit of home- The role of the 'behrupia' has 'its: orj.'1

weird scenes many times in my . at a number of trades, but 'e?ch t~e he m~de glue to the mi?,ture.This he very ~ins in hist~r'y. T~ey ~ave been ~eri-;'l'
youth .1 shouted back fiercely and found that the work was borIng. Bemg a skillfuIlypoured on his,forehead and then honed as havmg eXIstedm Mughal tImes,

l~ dl d th sto d'n frequent visitor to the shrine of Data looking in a mirror distributed it in flows and durip.gthe era of the Sikhs they are
v~ry u y an e man. ppe 1 Ganj Bakhsh, he soon discovered that it a.IIover his face. He would swinghis face said to have"been used by the secret
h~s track, amazed, surprIsed and

da was easy to live off his wits, and after round and round and make the blood- polic!,! to gather information. This use

bIt embarrassed. The-onlookers ha having his fill of food, a.II he needed was coloured water run in every direction. was continued even during the British \'\~
a hearty laugh and the crazed man some money to buy his smokes and other Next came the ash from a cloth bag. He days and beyond. Aslam says that he has
mellowed down immediately and little things, apart from prov,iding money burns newspapers, God bless his soui, n,otIrlng to.,do with the police, but then as
asked for a rupee, which 1 made ten, \ at home. That is when he met his 'ustad', and reduces them to ash and just puts the police are involved with beggars and
for 1 wanted to talk to him for my a 'behrupia' of long standing, who taught them in this bag. From here he pulls out other criminals, the:re is theJ10ssibility

\ column. Had in my place been my him the a~ of extracting money. .. a fistfu~ and s~y "ashe~p" his f~ce !hat they are used for intelligence ~ather-
, dainty daughters, brought up and Extra,ctmg money from a Lahon IS.no and hall'. On ~s t~ngue, he prepares ~m- mg too. Seems a reasonflble thIng to
k, raised in this 'burger age' as 1 teas- I?~an task. The sof~ene.dup populatIon self a 'paan' WIth~xtra '~ath~' and this he assum~. ., . ,

. . hvmg on the outskIrts ISeasy prey, for eats plenty of while plyIng his trade. The Dunng the Raj, the behrupla was
mgly refer to, they woul~ have d!~~ they have enough to spare and perhaps clothes he has set aside and they also get banned for a number of years as being a
of s~oc~. ~e maBlWas a be~Pla, they also feel they have done their 'good a liberal dose of ash before he sets off threat to the mental health of the popula-
an mstttutton that the younger gen- deed for the.day' by paying a poor man, every day. tion. Bu
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