
Rule oflaw,regulationand'accountabi
trict Nazimwant to abdicatesuch an m

1
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empire? ha

Also, only recently had the Nazim in
been talking of reforming primary
and secondary education, inspecting ha
schools and claiming naively a histon- d
cal first in advising teachers to plan WE
their lessons. True, he ordered clo- th
sure of certain schools, but didn't he fcl
also make the government school PI
buildings available for the communi- iI)
ty participation schools? He had also a<
talked of providing the opportunity oj
to the underprivileged to study for hI
and take British standard examina- p
tions. A list of 35 government schools,
nominated to start English-medium p
instruction from the next academic la
year, has since been notified. To high- t~
light the centrality of schools to his
plans for progress, he has decided to
set up schools even at the Nazim's
office and at the district courts com- 1
plex. ~

How does one reconcile what the @
Nazim says with what the Nazinl says? ¥
It is claimed that despite his abundant 1
interest in education, schools are no (
longer the Nazim's primary focus. The i
priority, it is said, now belongs to
development of physical infrastruc-
ture, particularly housing and com,!
mercial centres. There is speculation
even that the Nazim has been persuad1
ed to hand over schools to the private'
sector by some people who are inter-
ested primarily, not in running
schools, but in acquiring and develop-
ing their real estate assets for com~

RULE of law was clearly the.princi-
pal theme lastCWeek.

Justice Jehangip, then the chief jus-
tice of Pakistan,~ho spoke about it
first, had had some touching warnings.
Since the strength of a chain is the
strength of its weakest link, he had
dwelt for the most part on the weak-
nesses in the justice system, sparing
nobody in his rather eminent audience.

Next, two people convicted by the
Lahore High Court of perjury were
finally arrested and sent to jail after
the city police chief and a very influ-

\

ential brother of one of them were
i issued notices for c~ntempt,
, But, more people were kidnapped

for ransom including some from the
metropolis. More people were killed in
shootouts with the POliCE"

Speaking at a police darbar,
President Gen Pervez Musharraf,
explained the importance his govern-
ment attached to the role of police.
Describing policemen as his com-
ra(les and colleagues in arms and in
uniform, he said, those serving in var-
ious forces were essentially the same.
This was another first for th~ general.
While all governments have! relied on
police to have their writ enforced, the
images of a policeman an(l a soldier
have always been qui,te distinct. This
has been true even dbring a martial
law when a large number of armed
forces personnel routinely get deput-
ed in civil departments, including the
police. While exercising thE1coercive
authority, of the state ¥I the area most

Bar Association has already adopted a
resolution announcing that none of its
members would appear before the
new tribunals. (Should the govern-
ment persi'st, this probably means
even more ,trouble for the suspects.) THE city Nazimpersiste(l in talking
The nay-sayers insist they want the abO1;1this policies in riddles.
rule oflaw. .~ -~ '3'~'o,f. Speakingata functionin Township,

*' * * * * he said his government was willing
and ready to hand over the city's 1,500
public schools, including 300 sec-
ondary schools, to the private sector.

Characteristically, he
invited, not the educa-
tionists or private
schools, but the indus-
trialists to take over.

Coming from a
Nazim whose election
manifesto had
promised affordable,
quality schooling to
the city's teeming mil-
lions, this sounded
strange. Education
has also been tradi-
tionally the biggest
social sector charge
on the provincial gov-
ernments. Over. the
past 17 years, it has
expanded like no

other department an(l while the feder-
al ministry of education is notoriously
unwanted, this is not true of the
provincial governments. One of the
significant powers the Nazims have
under the new dispensation is control
of public schools. Why should a dis-

., '.

relevant to the common man, and
routinely abusing it for personal gain,
the police have never claint'ed the
right to legislate. Their notorious
trespass on the jurisdiction of the
courts of law, too, has been less like a
defiant squatter and more in the
nature of a stealthy entry - always
to be denied. The army, on the other
hand, is the ultimate arbiter whenev-
er it chooses. It can, former federal R EGULATION, too, remained an
minister Chaudhry Shujaat Husain elusive concept. Speaking at a
was reported last week to have three-year perfor-
agreed, decide who should head mance review, Lt.Gen
major political parties. Zulfiqar Ali Khan, the

Can that change for the police? One Wapda chairman,
shudders at 'the thought, but that is complained that the
what the president's speech amounted National Electric
to. At least that w#s what many polic~ Power Regulatory

,m

~
thought. No Jtv,onder the general Authority was creat- "

got more than a polite applause. ing more prqblems for
ote to the point, perhaps we

~
his Wapda than it was

ac o. s. The very next day, the resi- solving. He said he
de~lt

;
ordained an amendmen

,
,

t i the understood the need

~cl. rrorism law abolishing we ~xist- for regulating a com-
ing c urts and prqviding for t;ribunals petitive market but
on which magistrates and army offi. did not see any advan-
cers would sit with the judges. Next to tage in it as along as
trial by an investigating officer, there Wapda was, the only

is qerhaps nothing that would make beI1eficiarybf its arbi-
thel prosecution easier for the police trary tariff revisions.
and more hazardous for the accused. Even a beneficial

tOniCallY,at least one pr~establish. delay in the notification of a tariff cut,
me t newspaper, interpreted the CJ's which got mentioned at the briefing,
sp ch as a foreword t? the controver- failed to placate the general.
sial amendment. Earlier in the week, Wapda had

Itredictably, the rights groups and campaigned against a Nepra ruling
the political opposition were neither which would affect around 80,000 of
re~ssured nor amused. The Lahore its domestic consumers and benefit

9 ' .- .."'1''

nearly five million, on the ground that
it was annoying to the affected con-
sumers.

* * * * *
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bility
an mercial use. It is said only the schools

having such assets would attract
dm investors.
ary Many nationalized industrial units
ing had been purchased during the early
on- days of privatization by buyers who
,Ian were interested in liquidating, rather
cIo, than running them. The loss of jobs
: he f9rced the government and the
,001 Privatization Commission later to
uni- incorporate safeguards on that
also account. As things are, only a fraction
nity of schools in the city are centrally
,for located and have purpose-built
ina- premises, Most of these would~e
~ols, threatened. This would be a catastro-
Ilum phe, ignoring even the automatic esca- \;mic lation of costs to the parents and even
ugh- the possible displacement of teacherS.
) his
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com-

* it * * *

A~ ACCOUNTABILITY court

~udge released Adml Mansoorul
;Haq ~ view off! pre-trial bargain with
the National AccountabilitY Bureau.
Earlier, the admiral told the court hb
was not getting the treatment he
deservedron account of his coopera-
tion. The report said, the admiral
could ndt leave the country until he
had paid'the $1.2 million he still owed
under the Ileal.

Earlier, former MNA Chaudhry
Tajammul!Husain had ~een released
after a similar deal with the NAB,
agreeing ~o pay Rs200 million. What
both these rFp°rts did not say, howev-
er, was whepter they remained eligi-
ble for pu~lic office. -ONWoKFR
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