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Sir Winston was the grand-
son of the fabled Duke of
WeJlington. Mter his school-
ing from one of the private
schools to which the sons of
the blue blood lineages were
sent (Eaton, Harrow
Winchester) he joined the
British Army at the turn of the
century. As a young military
officer he was posted at
Landikotal in the NWFP,
close to the Mghanistan bor-
der and Central Asia where
the big Russian-British game
for the control of Czarist-influ-
enced Afghanistan was going
on at the time (a bigger game
is still on in Afghanistan in
wake of the Sept 11 events).
Churchill undertook many

-re
"1 A,

intelligence-gathering forays
into Mghanistan and beyond
in the North. Around twenty
dispatches by him were pub-

'lished in the erstwhile Civil
and Military Gazette, Lahore,
then edited by another
Englishman, Rudyard Kipling.
A description of his meetings
with Kipling exists in the
Kipling Rapers kept at the old
India Offfce' Library in
London.

For his arrangements with
C&MG,Churchill had to travel'
to Lahore on occasions to
negotiate with Kipling. And
he kept on returning to
Lahore from his Hindukush
posting again and again. A
writer for Dawn had stated
that the records of Lahore
Polo Club show that Churchill
had indeed played at the club.
Surely, his visits to Lahore
were not for polo playing or

'possibly for gymknana-lzmg
only. He would have closely
seen the life in Lahore in
those colonial days of strong
British hold over the subconti-
nent. The impressions gath-
ered or the views then formed
about this country, its culture,
its people, their aspirations
must havq influenced the
thinking of this statesman-
cum- poli tidan -cum-historian,
au thor-cum-painter -cum-brick -
layer and many times impor-
tant minister of the realm
between the two World Wars.
These impressions must have
played a role in forming the
thoughts of his contempo-
raries as well as holding on to
the colonial rule over the
Jewel Colony or to let it go out
of the British hold under the
garb of Lady Independence
which, anyhow, came about 50
yearslater. .
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