
, ahore, like all other well- I" ,
known and ancient cities of
the world,'was not'buildn a'I

day. It w~s built, destroyed "I. ,

by raiders, then rebuilt, ,I
destroyed again and then rebuilt again" .i'
the process repeating a number of times' ,

during long periods that spread over I' Ii.,
manycenturies.Whenthingssettled,to' "
some extent at last, most of the rulers I,
contributed their bitto build the City and
improve its looks aDd,amenities. Citizens,
especially the elitl~),w.ereencouraged tO,l
construct beautiful idifices hot only for'
their residence ,or'td enhanc;e the beauty' '

of the pla(£; alone, bUtto provide more, ,!
and more places fortht benefit of the
public." '

One can still find such places (or their
ruins) which speak of the grand old times \
and the glory they must have brought to' .
this city. There is the1palacebuilt,
originally ~y Asif Jah; the father-in-law'
of Shahjehanand his viceroyin Lahore, ,

soll1e three and a half centuries ago. The' ,
place happens to be the largest mansion
of the city outside the Citadel, occupying
an area of some ten thousand square ", :
metres. 1 " ' ,

Thehavelihas seenmanyupsand .
downsi:overthe centuries and has even
been~~~dfor suchfearfulpurPosesas,: 1
extrac~on of confessions of misdeeds by
the lawbreakers. Today the place is in use
for a very noble purpose. It is a college' ,',
(and a fme,one;~t60,)f~r the benefit,of't1.'P .:,'
thegirls'ah'ct yohng,laOles:ofthe'City.andk,o.;" '" <"c.' ,.' "'."',,,,
elsewhere: A very'farg~'number Of,,:;iif.W~.~,;.I/I;;i/i.ii\;;).'il\',l>~':;
younggids'lire on the!rolls!reading""!J'~f&.',,' .,i '," ','""'~.:Ci"ii;<,'KU" .
divtrs subjedsill~vaRous disciplines.';'t:,m;,;A~r~,;t;i"I'" i,~J~W r."-!' " t~ '

sucli,M1&~~ci~n?eq:ltl
,

'in~ities, anJ:~~,~~';':N~Il(~l," ",j~~~:in,a,wa.y, 'unfortun~te to
even lNiiung Fme Aits,~Readers w6uld",,/ ,11¥ss.his'cronation, for, mstead oh t '
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,pepartrnent of Frenclil'too:'teaching the ' placed oh'f.llShead, he receIved a heavy,
FrenchLanguage tothe'rinder~graduates, ,'stoo.eor,brick, hastening his despatch to
of the (conservative)"city:t'The ,':" <J!'.',.";llie,other"WorId,jus~ a few moments IUter
d~partnient is; perhaIjs;:th~'on(y .oii,~.for';~"!I"he.had pq~a lig~~io'the pyre of ~s .'
glCls"otherthanthe pneat the Kinnap-d. ,i, fath~r, Kbarak Smgh, who had dIed 10 the
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There is an'oth~rel~g~t'haveli in,the, i" The m" sio~, stil~called the HaveIi-' ,

cityremind~ngoneO(~1fglo~ousda~~' ',. NaoNihlllSingh,is!ng~in,oneumongst
of yore, besides; the intiigue and plotting' the.Jargeo esof th
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for the later'purpose:"I)1e last regal, )'-, ago, apart orli\l!ol 109bacchanalian

occup~t of !he'have,W~.a~~e young ':,1i:i:\"":\..orgi~s';a} t <?~9()ns!racies.and plots,
Nao Nihal Smgh, the grandson of the -, ,'.\, were maSt rrmnded IncIudmg one, as It
Lion of the Punjab, Raiijee{Singh:Nao" .';):\ said, the admirus ation of'cofrosiveI ' . ,
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,'~R;A~B.AS visits a spot inthe busi~stbazaar of lahore, ap
"f]ttrqction and worth a visit by tourists strolling in the walled ci
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,sublilnate and arsenic, in controlled'
doses; to Kharak Singh, in order to help
him hurry on his finaljourney, upstairs.
Later, in the,same mansion, even his
widow,RaniChandKaur,was ,

despatched to meet her Maker, albeit, in a
more gruesome way, The royal brains are
said to have been bashed out by the

J Rani's slavegirls,on the wheedlingand
beguiling of the intrigueres who wanted
her to quit the scene and lellve thcm to
their favourite game and,machinations,

The Haveli, being property of the
Ruling Fanilly of Lahore, was taken over
by the Government of the day, when the
English occupied Lahore in 1849, Some
decades later it'was put to use for public
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benefit,by"tonvertingit into a school for'
girls of the'City. It still is.-In recent years
a college has been added to it. ,.? " "

Politically, culturally, and commercially
Laho~e has iilways held a position of
importance. It became the Capital of the "

MoghulEmpireduringth~i~aysof "
'Akbar;' when he resided here between
1585 and the end of the sixteenth century.
Most pf the Old City within the Walls
that one see~ today dates back to those
days.TheFort of Laho~ewasbuilt in '

brick and mortar by Akbar. But it was his
grandson,Shahjehan. who gave it a look
that WaSadmired by all, natives and' ,
foreign visitors, alike. ,:, ,:;!:

In the'days of Shahjehan, Lahor~had
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expanded manifold compared to what it
wa~~nthe daysofAk~ar. Ne~ suburbs

Nor-guzaars had sprawled over In all
~:

t
' dfrectiortsbeyondthe ranlpartsof the' \

',~ity. A number of people desired to settle
in 'or near the city in search of livelihood.
The population expanded. The first place
that seeitied to be,affected by the increase
in the;nUmber of residents of the city was:
the Jamdy Masjid of those days, that was,

,one which is known as, Masjid Marium
IZamani or Masjid Begum Shahi, today. It
happens to be near the Masti Darwaaza. ,

So, Shahjeban decreed that a new Jamey "
Masjid tie built for the weekly. ,

icongreg~tion of the faithful. That was
Idone under the supervision of Hakeem

II1m-ud"~in Ansari, alias Nawab Wazeer
I Khan, ~e ilien governor or :viceroy of
ILnhon:'.1 .
I The

j
a
,

sjid Wuzeer Khan happens to
.

,

be one 0 the most attractive and artistic
,sights'o ithe world having no duplicate',

I

except for a structure in the Registan
, Square of Samarkand which resembles

., " ;the portal of the main prayer chamber of
the Mosque. ,

Nawab Wazecr Khan had become a
I very rich man in the days of Jehangir,
Shahjehan's father. He had performed a
surgical operation on the royal sole of
Noorjehan, Jehangir's consort, reliving
her from pain and agony. The
remuneration for his services amounted

. to two and a quarter million rupees, in
cash and kind.

After completing the Mosque. Wazeer
Khan built a whole b;l1aar of shops
between the mosque and th~ DiIli
Darwnllza. At the end and a(Uacent to
the Darwaaza, is a domed structure,
which can be accessed through an iro~
grill,ed gate. This structure, the Nawab
built as a set of hammall/s or batlls for
the use of the public. It is no longer a
public bath but the place has been
renovatedandrepairedandis an '
infoJ,11lation office for t6urists visiting ,I.
the Old City. The'sign on"the building"
nevertheless, dechtresit as IIcommunity
centre. 1

The pools in the hamlllanl, have been
,filled up and covered by mar;bletiles and .
brick work. Till recently a'portion ()f1he
structure was used as an exhibition hall

- by,the Department of Industrie~ to
exhibit books and items of interest to
tourists. The rest of the building was a
,vocational school for girls, Who have
.now moved to another place,in the
vicinity. One wonders -if such changes
have made the Nawab tum in his grave.

Nevertheless, the place 'is now being
readied for repllirs and nmovation. One

, learns that plans are afoot to dig and
restore the pools as.they once used to
be, providing maybe, sollie bit of
comfOit to the departed soul of the
Nliwlib.'." "
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