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I the Punjab from early 1980 to the end ~~ '"~\V'~

~

of 1985,His contributions in the field 0\ \ ~'

of administration and good gov~rn- Parks and the Complexes are a living testimony of his visionancearewell-known. The commuruca-

~,tion infrastructure almost doubled in and far-sightedness,BRIG(RETD)YASUBAll DOGARwrites in
'his tenure, as did rural electrification f G Gh I G

'
I

'
f G f h P

'
b" etc. However, I will confine myselfto memory 0 en u am ,I ani, ormer overnor 0 t e unJa

'~hiseffortsfor 'greening' of the metro-
!politan cityDf Lahore. thegreenspacesandover- Minister Nawaz Sharif.
I Probably he had acquired his love of commercialized it, yet it Had he stayed long
1greenandopenspacesfromhischild- remainsanidealplacefor enough,we would have
l hood, mostly spent in beautiful, sub- a family to relax and en- seen a continuos long
'mountainhillsandforestcoveredtracts joy. The Race-Course green belt from Ravi
'j of Debra Dun. So he tried to create Park and the Children's bridgeuptoBRBSiphon,:

t

similar places of beauty, charm and Complex are a living tes- thereafter along BRB/
, ecologically friendly environment timony of his vision and LBDC canals to Jallo

wherever he could. Whatever open or far-sightedness.The sen- Park, and subsequently
l wasted spaceshe sawhehad converted ior government officials along Hadiara Drain to
\ into parks or tree-shaded areas. had wanted these to be Lahore Park, Multan

I I was commanding a pifferbattalion convertedintohousinges- RoadandbackuptoRavi.
~'on Lahore borders in 1980 when he tates or a five star hotel. Lahore would have been

~1 droveinalongwithBrig(Retd)Qayyum The biannual rituals of ringed with a green
.I who had been my CO in the Guides ceremonially planting forestedbeltlikesomeof
. Infantry(Ff). Overa cupof teain°llr trees at the Governor's theEuropeancities.The
,Ifield meSs },told him about,thC' ne- ,House1.oflrotber suok, 'Ring.>Roa'dprojeet~'Mll
Iglected woodlandaround Jallo: He placesgavewaytoj:mblic ; "'. 'w" 'ca~forsuchagreimbelt..'askedmeto take him aroundthatplace. participation on a mass, Hopfully itwill be com-
We went in my rickety old Wodd War scale. In Aug 1982,instead of planting recreationandcontemplatingthebeau- posed of native, indigenous and en-
jeep on the katcha track that existed atreeceremonially,hedirectedallmin- ties of nature. Along with the park, vironmentally friendly trees rather
along theLahoreCanal.Thevisittothe isters,secretaries,councillorsandother efforts ~or restoration of Kamran's than eucalyptus which is being

.Jallo Reserve Forest was enough to officers in Lahore to join him in plant- Baradan were also undertaken. To the grown everywhere these days,
,§ichargehim with ideas on its improve- ingtreesattheLahoreParkonRaiwind north of Lahore the Reserve Forest whereas farmers in Thailand have
~ment.This,not onlychangedthefate of Road. Hundred of trees were planted. ag~n saw its fortune.being changed. campaigned against it for upsetting
}.TalloPark, but also gave the public Another Jallo was in the offing on the This would have provIdedan outlet to the ecological balance.
$their flfStsafari and open air park. southwestern edge of Lahore, the north of Lahore for the densely Not only was he fond of nature per-

\L Gulshan-e-Iqbalwasthenextto draw The Ravi Park astride the old Ravi populated areas of Misri Shah, sonallybut inculcatedthisspiritamong
tEs attention.After his endlessvisits bridgewasa neglectedreserveforest. ShadbaghandMahmudbooti.Similarly those near himtoo. I hadJoinedhis
~e people got a beautiful park in that Its fate changed after a similar tree otherworks like theModelTownPark, staffasMilitarySecretaryinJuly 1982.
,?artof Lahore.Though thejoyland and plantation session. The old city and Mianmir Park etc. startedby him were It was because of him that I became a
fthersuchfacilitieshavetakensomeof westernLahorenow havea placeof tobecompletedlaterbythethenChief loverof nature,fondof wildlife and. -~ - ',.' '., --. -. . -,~""~-' - II ,~,_.,._", ,. . ,
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mindful of the fast disappearing natu-
ral habitat and the approaching envi-
ronmentalcatastrophe.Irememberhim
asking me to plant lots of pine trees in
the Governor's House because they
emit Ozone (03). In the early eighties
only theecologicalexperts were mind-
ful of Ozone depletion problems and
ecological imbalance likely to be cre-
ated. It was his way of compensating
nature for the damage being caused by
mankind. He inducted a professional
as Secretary Forest for their i
upgradation. The Wildlife Dept was/
re-organisedunderanotherprofessional
Aziz Aslam Khan. As a friend, patron
and enthusiast of WWF he would be
long remembered.

I remember the pressure exerted on
him when he had ordered the removal
of nurseriesalongthecanalbank.Quite!
a few of the owners were from the
President'sbiradiri.Todaywe have
one of most beautiful water front in
Asia. Along The Mall lots of green
parks and lawns were opened to view
once their brick walls were knocked
outandsubstitutedby irongriUs.One.
'howdoes not have the feeling of pass- i
ing through a tunnel.

During this period many eminent
personalities contrj.buted with their
ideas and imagination. However, I
would like to particularly mention Mr
Waliullah Khan, the famous archeolo-
gist who was an authority not only on
historicalbuildingsbut also on histori-
cal gardens of Lahore. It was mainly
because of his plea being implemented
that oneseesa greenbelt aroundtheold
city walls.

The writer is Administrator of Met-
ropolitan Corporation of Lahore
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