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The fort, endates trhecomin6f- inovetltowlU'M'EaIitire.Governor-put"'THerrSir'BalIindKhan 'patched Mil him as his palace d tesidence
Mahmud of Ghazni in the 11th the city in a fortifiedconditionand MohammedKhanwitha force,which Darbar, as also an area for is
century,wasruinedbytheMangolsin the strong fortificationsof the fort tookoverthecharge. occasionalsittingsin azoori gh or
1241, rebuilt in 1267, destroyed and the strong walls saved the city Meanwhile the Sikhs grew campingoutsidethe rt military
againin 1398and rebuiltonce more proper fromthe ravagesof the Sikh strongerandtheybesiegedth~cityof exercise.Someacco showsthat
in 1421 by MughalEmperorAkbar bands.aahadur Shahdidnot takehis Lahore in 1174 AH. To keep the RaI\iitSinghclearedt debrisof old
the great.Akbarreplaceditsmudwall residence in the fort of Lahore.His peace in the city,Sikhsweregivena fortand madesome de andvulgar
withsolidbrickmasonryin 1566and camp was pitched near the bank of sum of rupees 30,000 by Mir changesin the arc . eture in various
extended it to northwards. Later RiverRavi.For the rest of his lifehe MuhammadKhan,the deputyof Sar partsof the buil . f the fort.This
Jehangir,Shal\jahanand Aurangzeb, resided at Lahoreand died in 1124 BalandKhan. Sar Baland Khan did can be

.

seen,\whn h~ changed the
alladdedthe stampsoftheirwidely AH. , not like this act of Mir Muhammad nameofMotiNlaSjidtq MotiMundir.
differing personalities to its After tl~edeath of BahadurShah Khanandtransferredhimto province Ranjit Singh diep on 27 June

the usualstrugglefor the crownwas of Multan and appointed Khawaja 1839,due to illness.pr Hoingberger
Lahare E!ll1 1£ a source o.f started among the four brothers. Ubed as Governor of Lahore. But describes the,death ,~ndcremation
~Jm:. ~ - Jm:.it£ Jahandar Shah ascendedthe throne during his reign the Sikhs gained ceremoniesin theLah~efortsaying:
, ' ~ and killedall the contestantsof the immense power, the Sikh chiefs ,"
(Jrandeur ~ 'JJ2J}]l~ the. throne. But Jahandar Shah was a LehnaSingh,GtijarSinghand others "Hedwd at therFortressin my
fLrchitectural e:1JJertise o.f weakandindolentking.Heappointed made a plan to capture the fort of presence,uponwhi'ehtheminister
.". . ler""" """" ZabardastKhanas the Governorof Lahore and came with a force of orderedthegatesto beshuttpJXancwntru .s.~ Lahoreand himselfwentto Delhi, .2,000jatsandsucceededandbecame ThesmaUdoses4fopiumwhich
~ a ~ /£mQ.h'tSttJ"fV leadinga lifeof debauchery.Farrukh the mastersof the fort. Andafter the Ranjit Singh too¥daily and the
q,~tached 1J21th.it£ SyiarsonofAzeem-us-Shahin a battle death of AhmadShahAbdaliin 1184 strongspirits he 1lsedto drink at
, , killed him with the help of Sayyad ML the Sikhsevenexpresseda great different hqursof theday,
@rvewpments thro'UQh the. Brothers.He ascendedthe throne of joy. Lehna Singh occupied the fort transportedhi~in to a kind of
~ M!m!I Zi:J! checks Q1JJ. Delhiin 1713AD. and keptit tillhis death.Heruledfor excitement, whichrrpnifesteditself

~ ~,..,..fC' ,..""..1 ~ ~rwo The civil war in Punjab 30 years.Hisruleis recordedto be a in thehighe~tdegreein the. ~ ~. resJJJ,L. encouraged the Sikhs and they peaceful one. After his death Ranjit evening after tlr..enjoyment of ,
readers' ~nterest becameunrulyin Punjab.ButAbdul Singhwas invitedto occupyLahore largerportionsoJspirits. E
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-c' Samad Khan who was made the and the fort, for whichRanjitSingh onefeared and tqvedhim at the
fit,rtification. governorof Lahorewas deputed to alreadyhada greatdesire. same time..
t:;i,The fort encloses an area of
ap,proximately 30 acres and it is
possible to spend many hours
Vilindering there, lost in
(ijUltemplationof times lonely, trying
tI9',reconstruct in your imagination a
w~ of life tt\at the world will never
$e.eagain. The buildings within its
walls are testament to the gracious
style of mughal rule at its height, in
\\\trichevery man knew his place and
C;()untrybehavior had been reined in
~an elaborately stratification social
code. Much of the architecture
reflects this code. From a raised
b;alcony in Diwan-e-Aam, the
emperors looked down on the
O()mmon people over whom they
came to present petitions and to
request the settlement of disputes.
Wealthier citizens and the nobility
w~re allowed to meet their emperors

a level floor In Oewan-e-Khass,the
of special aud,ience, which was
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plac~d 1f1ehands of hiS son in that.~ . ]Dh8.lI'Singh, the d' .monarch WI .~
o~der for Ohair SIn~'place Kharar~
Singh on the throne and to aCt as a
protector and the gua\dian. fi~
further advised Dhair' that h,~
~~ ,fF~~ Dhl\k ..

-8. ing"(orJ>h!,i
P~orS11\at wouTd'act.t~~
Singh as a loyal and favorite ~ter.

~

From the day, Kharak Singlttook.
over, the war of intrigu~ in ;'
succession between the Sikhs A1\d~
Sardars started and the fort becm

].
}

the centerof feudsandfights. ' ';

The death of Ranjit Singh was'
infact, followed by a rapid
succession of crime and tragedies.
There started a civil war among the
people. By the end of first decade
after the death of RaI\iit Singh, the
Sikhs came across with the British
Army and they fought four battles
against them. The treachery of the
Sikh commander and the lack of
proper guidance made the Sikh
power kneel down before the British.

The British Army advanced
towards the city of Lahore where it
reached on the morning of Feb 20,
1846.

Annexation was announced in a
Darbar held in the Lahore Fort. The
darbar was held in the fort in the
Summon Burj on the March 29 at
which the formal annexation of the
Punjab was declared.

All Sikhs who had not taken any
part in the revolt were given pension
and settled in their hereditary
villages. All the state property
treasures was confiscated to the East
India Company and the fort
constituted only one part of those
many things. It was in the fort when
the fate of the Punjab was sealed.
The court of Sheesh Mahalwitnessed
a scene of disgrace, which makes the
head of the Punjab hang down in
shame. The Governor General
proclaimed the annexation of the
Punjab. People were so disappointed
of the short ascendancy of the Sikhs,

The fort remained under the
occupation of British till the
independence of the subcontinent.
With the establishment of
Archaeological Department by the
Government of India, many of the
buildings of the fort were handed
over to it. These were the first moves
in the scheme by which it was hoped
to treat the Fort on the same
footings, as the Forts of Agra and

". "nservation. But



tSiil°fspecial audj.ence;'which 'was
alSobuilt by ShahJahan in 1633.
, After the death of Shah Jahan, no

,~ajor changes were made in the fort
epc.ceptthat on the West Side.Alamgiri
gate was opened towards Hazoori
~agh and Badshahi Mosque, which
V{asconstructed during the reign of
AltJ!angZeb.The Ravi was so'close to
~ fort that Aurangzeb built a three

~
eSembankment to protect it, and

tereby altered the Ravi course. The
bqldingsoMhe time o(Akbarand
J~bangir were mainly of red
~astone with a preference given to
t¥-
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' use
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Of Hindu be
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ams and brackets
~ decorative fIgUresof animals like
lren, elephant and peacock. The
b@dings of their successors, Shah
J~an and Aurangzeb- Moti Masjid,
t~e Naulakha pavilion and the Shah
B:9ri Sheesh Mahal are in a !jtriking
contrast with the former,with the use
of white marble in place of sandstone
and exuberance of Persian motifs in
the form -of pietra dura work and
n1osaicof coloured stones.

! Bahadur Shah was the emperor

Attitudeof governmentsand public hare turnedthe fort into a dilapidatedbuildingnow.,

crush the Sikh power. He was a
strong man and set whole province in
to peace and order.

As far as the physical development
of the fort was concerned,
Aurangzeb's successors did not
contribute'anything to the fort. The
Pw:\iabgovernors who had assumed a
kind of independence, felt contented
with what they had got.

In 1761 AD, the famous battle of
Panipat took place in which Marhattas
who were invading in the fort, were
perfectly collapsed. Ahmad Shah then
appointed Sar Baland Khan as the
governor of the Punjab who in his
return appointed Surat Singh his
deputy and sent him to Lahore. Karim

It was in 1812 when Lahore and
the fort saw the scenes of great
rejoice and festivals under the reign
of Ranjit Singh. Fortification of the
fort was in progress and and it was
planned to connect the fort with the
Grand Mosque of Aurangzeb on
northwards. He succeeded in
obtaining the famous diamond Koh-e-
Noor from Shah Shujah and its
acquisition celebrated in the city of
Lahore., In 1818, Peshawar 1819,
Kashmir and in 1820, Dara Ghazi
Khan were captured by Ranjit Singh
as a result of ravages of Sikhs which
started in among 1119 AH to 1124
'AH.

Finally Ranjit Singh occupied the

The first sad and cruel incident
after the death of Ranjit Singh was
the ill practice of Hindu culture i.e.
satti , his all 11 w,iveswere burnt
along with him.

On the death of ~anjit Singh there
arouse feuds for tIre ascendancy to
the rule of Punjab in which various
Sikh Sardars played,theirpart in their
own interest and thEtewere wretched
assassinations andlintrigues at the
fort and the b~attles for its
occupations. On ~'hedeathbed of
Maharaja, he caRed his Prime
Minister and his so~ Khardar Singh.
He trusted his minister the most
during his rein because the minister
was really faithful to his work, he

to treat the Fort on the same
footings, as the Forts of Agra and
Dehli in terms of conservation. But
when they left subcontinent, they
took with them precious stores
including Koh-e-noor. Now onlyithe
remains of the buildings are there
and this fort is now open for general
public where thousands of people
visit daily, they include all types of
people. Some are interested in its
architecture, some for its hiStorical
background and some just visit to
rejoice. It is, however, unfortunate
that this precious heritage is not
being maintained and instead being
misused.

The fort is regularly used for
official dinners of the vfsitors and
guests by the Government. Above
all, the rulers try to ,please the
visitors by arranging fifeworks and
musical evenings and the high noise
level does every possible harm to
reduce the age of this historic
monument. No repairs are being
done and there is no maintenance
work.


