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as Lesperate ﬂnempts to squat for survival
evolved into a profitable development
enterprise. First generaticn katchi abadis
are now becoming dense in a haphazard
manner. In the absence of development
control and thrust of informal developers,
neighbourhoods of poor quality have
developed. Khadda in Lyari, an informal
settlement, has as high as 10-siorey apart-
ment blocks on 60sq.yds plots.

Nallah as a consequence of a totally hay-
wire land settlement.
Unprecedented densi-
fication is a first step
towards ghettoization
of a locality. White-col-
lar families tend to
leave such areas which
become infested with
hooligans, shady char-
acters and outlaws.
After this exodus, such |
localities become crimi-
nals’ permanent abode,

Persisting defects in
sett‘lcmen;-ﬂm'pam
another porential cause
for breeding terrorism.
In urban planning con
vention, the rich reside
in the outer ring of the
city. Due to bener
means of commuting,
overall affluence and
reasonable affordabili-
ty, the rich can move
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nmndes Holve. Transporters, labourers,
accompanying wanderers, middlemen and
other kind of ‘single-male’ intruders roam
around unchecked. So, the possibility of
entering the city for outlaws/terrorists
becomes very high.

In this regard, information and data
related to urban activities are also vital
and must be built up and periodically
updated. This is necessary for multifarious
functions. Demographic data, inter and
intra-neighbourhood migrations, location-
al data, maps and plans, density and build-
ing profiles, employment and settlement

around freely to all
parts of the city, includ-
ing the city centre. Lower
lower income groups either reside close to
their places of work or inside the inner
ring of the city. A better means of public
*transport and less expenditure on com-
muting provide relief to such classes.
Karachi represents a bizarre scenario.
Affluent localities lie in the inner zone of
the city — not beyond a five-kilomertre
radius. The poor li s far away as 30 kilo-
metres from the city centre and major
locations of cmployment, Large scale
wholesale markets still remain ir
city centre with virtually no possi
additional space and smooth anld!IUﬂ)
As per norm, such market places need to
be resited in the sub-urban belt. Due to
their unwanted presence in the proximity
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of thc city oentre a number of anti-social
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THANSPDRT ISSUE: Traific congestion is a common sighl in Lyari

details are important categories of infor-
mation, both for urban planning and secu-
rity monitoring. For instance, illegal sup-
ply of arms and explosives is the central
cause of many acts of terrorism. Suicidal
attacks; planted bombs; unprecedented
ambushes; sudden ransacking and pillage
of public property; target killings and car
explosions are the most familiar formats of
urban terrorism in Karachi. Obviously,
they are committed by human beings, not
by angels. Information related o such
activities must be gathered.

Bearing the enormity of the city in mind,
it appears virtually impossible to locate
each and every weapon which is in custody
of potential terrorists or the general pub-
lic. However, if this process starts from the
sca].e of union courlul, the task can be
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dea]t with pmm‘m. The reasomble suc-
"cess of the Citizen Police Liaison
Committee in dealing with car snatching
and kidnapping for ransom could only be
made possible through a skillful use of |
information. Applying the same to routine |
policing and local scale urban manage i
ment is the need of the hour. And in this L
respect, unwavering political will and con- '
tinued administrative support are the |
main pre-requisites, |

In dealing with these issues, urban plan- |
ning as a professional discipline can be of
tremendous help. It can act as a support
service in combating terrorism and urban
violence to a considerable extent. This can
be approached is many ways.

Mapping terrorism can
help identify the routes and
locations where such activi-
ties have been taking place.
In-depth analysis can cer-
fl tainly lead to the clues

behind such dastardly acts.
A trend analysis of urban
violence and terrorism can
also be done through loca-
tional studies. It can lead to
the patterns and the under-
lying reasons behind them
m a step-by-step manner. ot

an mi-n‘m:ltum ase m.m

nent to urban changes is an
effective means to prevent
violence. Law enforcing
agencies can use such
information to identify the
culprits and nab them
before any incident takes
place.

In order to involve dif-
ferent communities so that
the goal of enhanced secu-
rity and sharing of responsibility can be
achieved, community policing may be
encouraged. At an informal level, it has
proved very successful against the bandits
in the remote areas of Orangi. It can be
applied anywhere.

And in order to mitigate damages, park-
ing must be separated from built struc-
tures, at least around sensitive locations.
Recent bomb blasts have proved the
involvement of stolen cars/motor bikes in
such a crime. A car/bike tracking system
appears to be a must in the near future,

Technology can certainly prevent vehicles
from béing used for destructive purposes.
And above all, conscious urban planning
can provide a comprehensive framework
to manage existing urban areas and devel-
op l‘uture wmzs in a ranonal marmer. ]
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