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Govt plansto takeo~etriCosmopolitan Cl1
By Khawaja Naseer

LAHORE: The Punjabgovernmenthas
decided to take over the Cosmopolitan
Club, the city's oldest .club, in Bagh-e-
Jinnah and cancel its lease, sources told
Daily Times on Wednesday.

The sources said that at a meeting
with the club members on August 2,
Punjab Chief Secretary Kamran Rasool
had directed the agriculture secretary to
take-necessary steps to take over the club.

The Cosmopolitan Club was closed
two months ago because of a rift among
dub members, reportedly over the issue.
of the club's registration. The sources
said that the club's new governing body,
led by its president Senator Dilawar
Abbas Shah, had registered the club with
the Punjab Cooperative Department
under the Society's Registration Act of
1925 on May 29.

They said that the former club's gov-
erning body, led by Justice (r) Fazal-e-
Mahmood, was of the view that since the
club had been functional for over 100
years as an "association of friends", the
government should assume it is s a regis-
tered body. They said that the situation

. Punjab govt to cancel club's year-long lease. Clubclosed because of rift among members. Govt exploiting club's internal dispute, says sec
took a turn for the worsebecauseof the generalof police,a formereducationmin- under the supervisionof the Industries
riftbetweenthe twogroupsoverthepos- isterandnumberof othernotableperson- Department.He said that Mr Shah had
session of the club buildingon June 8, alitiesarecurrentlymembers. also submitted the details of his office
2004.FollowingtheHomeDepartment's The club houses11tenniscourts, bearers, but Justice (r) Fazal-e-
directions,a police team sealedthe club two bridgerooms, one snookerroom, a Mahmooddid not want the club regis-
and arrestedsomearmedmen in theclub TV loungeand a badmintoncourt. The tered, arguing that the club had been
premises,the sourcesadded. estimated yearly budget of the club is functioningsince the last century so it

Punjab Chief Minister Chaudhry aroundtwomillionrupeesgenerated,by did not need to register.
Pervaiz Elahi directed Industries its 300 members. The club pays Rs Regarding reopening parts of the
SecretaryMajor(r) Fiaz Bashir to com- 23,000yearly in lease fee and it charges club,Mr Bashirsaidthe clubwas s~aled
pilea reporton the issueafterlisteningto a monthlyfee of Rs 300 from its mem- on recommendations by S~~ior

, both groups.Both groupsalso moved a bers in addition to Rs 350 from its ten- Superintendent of Police (operations)
civil court to get the club reopenedand nis club members. AftabCheemaandthat therewasa threat
the caseis stillpending. The sourcessaid that club members to"law and order because of the clash

Severalmembersfrom both groups had a seriesof meetingswith the chief betweenthe two groupsoverthe posses-
also contactedthe chief secretaryasking secretaryto reopentheclubbuthe direct- sionof theclub.Hesaidtheclubcouldbe
him to open the club's tennis courts, ed the agriculturesecretaryto take pos- reopenedif bothgroupsassuredhim they
changingroomsand the cardroom.They sessionof the clubat the August2 meet- would avoid fighting.Talking to Daily
also gave assurance.tothe secretarythat ing. They said that the actionwouldbe Times,MrShah saidthat it wasa tragedy
they wouldavoidanyclashin theclub. carriedout afternotesby the chiefsecre- that the city'soldestclubhadbeensealed

The club,spread over five acres in taryon the issuewereapproved. "withoutreason".He saidthe bureaucra-
LawrenceGardens,wasleasedin 1927by The industries secretary,Major (r) cywascreatingmisunderstandingsto gain
the then Punjabgovernor,Sir Halley;to Fiaz Bashir, told Daily Times that the controlof the club. .
someof the city'smostinfluentialpeople, club and all similar bodies should be He said that his grouphad legalised
includingSirMianMuhanunadShafiand registered with the provincial govern- the club by registeringit with the rele-
othersforsports.Noteddignitariesinclud- ment under the Society's Registration vant department but the other party
ingJustic~(r)SaadSaudJanandJustice(r) Act of 1925.He said SenatorShah had wanted to run the club. Mr Shah said
Shabirha\e been members.The Punjab registered the club with the the inquiry being conducted by Mr
healthsecret{IfY,the Balochistaninspector Cooperative Department being run Bashir shouldbe finalisedsoon and the
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club should be reopened. Club
Secretary M~hammadShahid said the
government was exploiting the rift
among members to take control of the
club. He said the chief secretarydirect-
ed the agriculturesecretary in his pres-
ence to take over the club's control.

Justice (r) Fazl-e-Mah
available for comment.

The agriculture secre
Times he was involved
because the club is situa

JinDah, which is the P1
AgricultureDepartment. I
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Justice (r) Fazl-e-Mahmood was not
available for comment.

The agriculture secretary told Daily
Times he was involved in the matter
because the club is situated in Bagh-e-
Jinnah, which is the property of the
Agriculture Department.


