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~'Encroachers occupy GenAllard's tontb
~~~. ByZulqemainTahir ryf.JJ}V' \/(,,\.o'1

LAHORE, Jan 17: EncroacherS said,noring with regret that no
have recently occupied the area on;; can easily trace the tomb
of the tomb of ;~n M Allard, ~ven with a map in hands.
Maharaja Ranjit Singh's FJ::ench On the other hand, the federal
officer, arid his daughter, Marie archaeology department (Nortl).
Charlotte, near the Old Anarkali.(Zircle) officials have expressed

Despite prohibition of any con- their inability to take action
struction within 200 feet of a pro- against the encroachers, whQ

'tected.monument, quartei-s~and have reportedly obtained a stay
law chambers have been built order.'
next to the tomb by three people, The officials said they were
two of them lawyers. Besid~s, 'il encountering the same difficulty
do(jrway leading to the tomb .in securing land encroached
fromJ:l1~ Old Ariarkatihas"alsQ . upon 'around other historic mon-
beeneriCr9ach~p,Tl,pon.':: ;';"'" ,"umen~s. OWer than encroach-

The only ,WaYleft Jo reach .the, .Jnentswas waste being dUJt!-ped
tomb is entrartce fromtheGham at the site. ' ,
Building,"as'its a:rioth,er" door
towards thetncome Tax office'
had beenclos~dlong ago. Now a
visitor, mayri.wer reach t4e tomb
unIes~ 1,aFcompaniedby an'
archaeoJogy department-official.

Asgh;ii" Amratsari, ;m,elderly~'
man residing near tHe Ghani

.BtIillliri'g,fnfonned this' reporter'
:.that the Ftenfuambassador and
'.other"offici~occasionaUy visit-
ed the t9mb. . 0-

,He said a FrenCh navy officer,
who is said to be from Gen
Allard's family, had also recently
visited the tomb. "The archaeolo-
gy department staff also faces
problems due to the closure of
the main entrance.

They must trace a new one," he

The officials said the depart-
ment .had meagre funds for
repairs and maintenance of tfe
monument. It could not even
afford to have gardeners and
watchmen on each tomb .,in the
city, they added.
. They said there was no, ;visible
~damage to, the tomb's structure
because. of its fine quality mate-
rial.

Gen Allardw'at<:i hj,gH-ranking
officer.in the~yof Napoleon
Bonaparte. After. facing defeat iri
the Waterloo war, hefted to h:$
from where hefeached Lahorein.

the guise of;l>athan in 1822: <'"

He joined the army of Ranjit
Singh for Rs2,500 a ,month and
was given a residenCe at the Old
Anarkali along" .;~th";Gen
Ventura, another ;officerinthe
Ranjit Singh's arm.Y :' ,

Gen Allard's beloved daugh-
ter, Marie Charlotte, w.ho<liedin

her childhood due to illness in
1827, was buried in the garden
where his house was located.
The garden became to known as
"Kuri Bagh" because a kuri
(girl) was buried there. When
Allard died in 1889 of,a cardiac
arrest, he was taken back to

Lahore and was buried along
with his d<!-pghter according to
his wish.

The writings outside the tomb
are in Persian and inside in
French, recording facts about the
lives of Gen Allard and Marie
and a prayer for the latter.
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THE year Marie Charlotte died is written in Persian outside the tomb. ,THE tomb of M Allard and his daughter, Marie Charlotte, near Old Anarkali. - Photos by Azhar Jafri


