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thing or the other

~ " that can be classedas rare and has
something interesting about it. In
the south-west quarter of the Old
City there is a hav,.eleeat least a
couple of centuries old. The
stately mansion is dopiously
decorated on the outside and
very pleasing to the eye. The
place is now a well-known school
of the City-the Victoria High
School for Oirls. Nevertheless,
closeto a centuryand a half ago,it
was the residenceof one of the most.
craftyde-factorulersof thispart of
the world, albeit unlucky, for, he
neverlivedto seehimselfsittingon
the 'Gaddee' or throneand becoming
the real or de-juresovereign.

One thing fascinating about the
Walled City is that one can reach
a,nygiven address there without
difficulty. One will be helped by
innumerable number of true
Lahorias on ones way to one's
destination. The place is usually
reached by a gullee or lane
leading in from the Moree
Dar:waazaBazaar, a part of the
City between the Bhaati and
Lohari Darwaaza&.According to
popular (but incorrect) belief the
Moree Darwaaza was said.to be

, the drain which emptied the
gutters of the City out. Neverthe-
less, the Moree or the sewer of
the City was and is near the
north-western'corner of the City,
in a place close tothe Taxali
Darwaaza.MoreeDarwaazawas
indeed a gate although so small
that a rider could not pass
through it without dismounting.

To reach the havelee or man-
sion one ~nters the Moree
Darwaaza Bazaar, passing the fish
market of Lahore and proceeds

~gand~] Anu\,n fo rtun a t
. ' : :' \ :~1J\~ 1\ }A .

northwards, leaving the first lane . . I. ~ ~ \\
on the left and taking the second Pfl nae C rJ-' "

one. Anotherhundredand thirty " \JS'I",
paces or .so, one turns ri~ht and

.

' '0\~SAJIDABBASvisits the Moreekeeps going for another Itfty or '
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sixty paces till one comes to a .. [)arwaaza'preclncts of Lahore and
slight bend in the lan~, then a few, talksabout somesordid happef\ings
morestepsand one willfind :

oneself standfug in a lar~e open there ~ centurYJ-dnrl~p-haIFpgb~' ;.
square,the Maida~Bhalyan, . /m f ,\., I( {l
before a richly decorated havelee,
that one started for.

The edifice is one of the largest
structures of the area. The
architecture seems to be a
mixture, of Moghul and Sikh
styles, perhaps it was an older
Moghul palace, which was
altered and reconstructed in the
Sikh Period. Though, it is now a
school for girls, it was, a century
and a half or so ago the residence
of Naunihal Singh son of Kharak
Singh 'and the grandson of
Ranjeet Singh. It had become, by
twists of events, the headquar-
ters of intrigue, ~hich had taken
root right after the death of
Ranjeet Singh..

Thirteen days after the last rites
of passing away of Ranjeet Singh
had taken place, Kharak Singh,
his eldest son, was proclaimed
the Ruler in consultation with the
Nobles and Chit;fs of the land.
Dhiyan Singh Dogra of Jammu'
was 'appointed the Prime Minister
by his side. Nevertheless,
another character, Chait Singh,

- over a short period; was noticed
to come,closer and closer to
Kharak Singh who lent Chait
Singh his ear a bit too often and
much to the displeasure and
discomfort of the other Chiefs
and Nobles. So, the latter decided
it, to get rid of Chait Singh out of
their way. Kanwar Naunihal
Singh, the son of Kharak Singh,
was selected to do the job which,
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Havelee /l{aunihal Singh, now a sfhoolfor girls
perhaps, was to be done by the First, serious differences cropped
traditional gory method of cloak \ up between father and son, ,

and dagger.KanwarNaunihal t KharakSinghand Naunihal
Singh agreed and executed the Singh, the former never forgave
plan with his own hands, the later for this act of treachery
Naunihal Singh was just twenty, and in due course, retired from
years old at that time. I acti~e life 10become a recluse.

This affair had its after effects, I Secondly, ,the so-called prestige
which were more tban ordinary. and position of Naunihal Singh

oj

rose in the eyes of the hawkish
group of the Chiefs. The secondc
ary fall out of the situation
turned out that the position and
status of Dhiyan Singh, the
Prime Minister, was lowered in
the eyes of many a Chief. This
was the beginning of hard
feelings of Dhiyan Singh against
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Decorations on the Havelee

Naunihal Singh. }tromthat time
onward Dhiyan Singh wove a
web of intrigue to:get rid of
Naunihal.

Naunibal Singh became tbe.de-
facto ruler upon the self-imposed
withdrawal.of Kharak Singh, but
his relations deteriorated further
with his father. so much so. that
when Naunihal Singh went to see
the ailing and dying Kbarak
Singh a day before he breathed
his last. he, Kharak Singh,
refused to meet him and ordeted
the doors shut.

Naunihal Singh was also
despised by those close to
I<harak Singh. When, according
to custom, he went to see the
Satees or the ladi~s accompany-
ing the dead body;of Kharak
Singh, in preparation to be
immolated, they cursed him
saying 'may the curse of God
descend. upon you for torturing
Kharak Singh and'may you never
sit on the Gaddee and become the
Ruler'. The curse did seem to
descend. for when Naunihal
Singh was returning tq the Fort
after putting a light to his father's

~ \\\\ .

,- .,

pyre a portion of the gate,. '
through which he was passing, .
along with Udham Singh the. son
of Gulab Singh, gave way and feU

.upon both, killing the later right
away and injuring the former.
fatally, who breathed his last Ii
few hours later. Some accounts
say that even this was the
handiwork of Dhiyan Singh who'
ordered the Royal Salute to be
fired right when Naunihal Singh
was in the Gateway. The heavy
guns were purposely placed in .
position so that th~ tremour and
vibration Qom these was enough
to pull the gateway, down.

That day Lahore lost two of its
rulers within the space of a few
hours of each other. Their
property was left to others to be
looted or used. When Lahore was
occupied and the Punjab was
annexed to the territories of the
East India Company the ha'Velee
was taken over by the new -.
Government, for, it was a Royal
Estate. It was later converted into
a school for girls named after
another.royal personage, Victoria

. of England. .


