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his cla~sic
work. Great Streets hI\!;

; outlined characteristics of
~ such streets: places for people

to walk safely,physical ,

t

comfort, a well-defined fonn

8Dd character. memorable qualities, 1Ianspar-'
eucy. maintenance and a distinct quality of

'~y COIISIr1ICtion,sttucture and design are the '

"". features that determine the overall character. ". !'ow m fulfil "',

. criteria. However, one edmplp which is now
I, evolving to join the c.!!dreof mlly outstand- ,
!\ ing streets of the worM is lb.!'Gawalmandi

Food Street in Labore.An od:oomeof '

tboughtful public sector initl3tive, public-
o' spirited private investment. people's,

1';, participation and If sensitive urban design,
Gawalmandi Food Street has beoome a

".J' .~ place,popularamongstall
. carcgories of people. lis popularity is
;;,~ tobeincreasingeveryday.
.(~ FoodSum islocatedInthe

'VibtaDt mben setting of Lahore branching
OUt from the Railway Road. HistoricaIly, this
place was a small village famous for milk
trade; obvious from-its name. Around

pani1ion in 1947. Gawalmandi was amelio-.
rated in the urban setting and it soon became

',' a busy street. In fact the whole area of
, GaWaiiDandi encompasses an all ab5otbing
CiQnt&ixtof various urban activities including

';'eating oudets. cinema houses and other
~ pastimes.With the ri.~ in public
J11OYaI)eIIt in the area.. congestion. pollution
and vdJicular-pedestrian conflict emerged as
the IDO6t pressing problems. Repercussions
to this effect had a direct bearing on the

space quality of the street, which was in
~ needof a planningandurban
design input. Concerned local authorities in
consultation with the various stakeholders

initiated a pioneering project: urban renewal
of the Oawalmandi Food Street. The '

objeedve of the exercise was to create a
, IivdJlItJeet free from environmental and
, ..

~.'";,'. ,bazards that could provide a ,

, . '. . context for people to walle, eat
.~~. the ambience of the space. In order
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' ',., ,totbischallenging preservation-
, .~ project.the workwas awarded

, to ICON-a Karachi ba.~ architectural
~
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' " .run by Architect Hanif Daud and his

i ii\'-' 'colleagues. Hanif is a gradl!a1e of Dawood
t.,- "COIJegeof EngineeringTechnology,Karachi

,md specialisedin the subjectof Architec- '
UIral'~Uroan Preservation from the

. ~I~ Institute of Technology,
9imbridge. The project was sponsored by a
.Iqding corporate house of the country,

Food Street bas been entirely pedestrian-
ised for,evening and night hours to create a

. unified space for movement of the peOple. In

~

)'

conformity with the project guidelines, the
shOpkeepers have undertaken basic refur-
bishment of their respective premiSt's.
However, the architect has devised a disti!'ct
theme for the design of the various objects

and spaces to weave out an all-encompassing
suavity in the space. Thus shops and
restaurants of varied character, cuisine,

orientation and clientele are now part of a
common urban tissue sensitively conceived
and diligentlyexecuted. '

The entrance gate is the first element that
unveils the design concept. It creates a
threshold and enclosure for the street space.

. Local traditions depicted throWt the
composite construction in reiriforced
concrete and metal work enhance the space
quality. Hanif explains the design in detail:
"Designed and executed in mild steel, th~
gate simply enriches the quality and texture
of the street awarding a sense of pride to the
en1Ianl~. The desigri retains a flavour of the
Mugha1, tradjtion. pertinent to the historic
architecture of Lahore, and creation of a
gateWay entrance is both functional and
compatible with the sum configuration.
Vertical mild steel members with proportion-
ately embedded details provide a fascinating
combination. This ambience is derived from
skilful ornamentation that frilly rea1ises the
,potential oflocal craftsmen, displaying the

{lnest quality of workmanship, Explicitly'
detailed boll~ are installed at regular
intervals which control the flow of people.
Jails Cl\!;t in aluminium and brass finish'

demonstrate fine workmanship and are also a
direct outcome of inspirations from Mughal
architecture".

Contextually aluminiu1tt cast carved light
brackets and poles in wrought iron fmish are
an elegant addition. These lamp posts,
envelope the entire street into the design
bond which is aesthetically complete and
mature in composition. Corporate images of
the sponsors are so incorporated that they
add to the visual quality, avoiding negative
super imposition, otherwise common place in
commercial areas. The architect's. aim was

to, in his own words: "make an extremely
calculated and careful architectural interven-

tion which compliments the existing historic
urban themes rather than compete with it."

The street is also dotted with two kiosks

for sponsors. The kiosk design hinges on the
parameters of functionality, appropriateness
and composite construction under a modern
language. It strongly relates to the activity
profile providing a clear d~tion to the
users. Its curvilinear space delineates a
unifonn relationship between the vendor and
vendees. Use of bold red coloured wall '

fmnly places the kiosk in its surrounding, not

~ ...

'. 'letting thC'passer.by to IDJSs the CIUuU1OfUIC

corporate image. Its hovering roof done in
semi-cin:ular profJIeand metallic outfit

renders a unique expCrience for its audience.
The kiosk is purposefully juxtaposed to .
ensurehighvisibility. '

This project proves the fact that when '
popular aspirations are understoOd and

I
1Ianslated by the deSign, local traditions and
crafts are thoughtfully applied and diligent ,
supervision is involved in the execution, the

I

result is a truly brilliant one,
Certain aspects need consideration for

success and sustenance of the project. Heavy i
vehicles should be prohibited from plying on !
this sueet as they can cause damage to the
pavements and curbstones. Loading and
commercial vehicles also need to be

controlled especially' animal drawn carts for -
the overall safety of the embellishments, :
Gradually the suspended ovemead electric

I

' and telephone wires must be put in under-
ground conduits to remove hazards and
visual obstructions. Regul ar disposal of solid

I

waste and sweeping need~ to be ensured,
mainly under the active management of the

area operators. To conserve the indigenous, i
feet of the project. fast food chains should' I
not be allowed to enter into the street. In I
addition, Hanif pQints out at some facilities !
that must be added later, may~ as a second!

,. phase of the project. These include I!"blic
Itoilets, hand wash areas and waste bills, He

also stressesfor a needto respectold I
structures and thus controlled and monitored i

alterations'in the exteriorfmishes'and shcp !
renovations, A system of standardised sign-

Iages should also be implemented. "
The architect concludes with a remarkable I

suggestion: "While Gawa1rnandi Food Street
is a beginning, many streets of Pakistan with '

~imilar function can be revitalised. Burns
Road, Zamzama Street or Marine Drive
along Seaview in Karachi. streets leading to
Ghanta Ghar in Faisalabad and parts of
Blue area in Islamabad are options which
require careful exploration and in-vestment.
Authorities, urban planners, architects and
investors should join hands for such
projects." His proposal matches closely with
Stanford Anderson's comment in his book

On Streets, 'The actual and potential
characteristics of streets are too little

considered. Archltects often bury them- ,
selves in individual building projects, ,I
ignoring any responsibility to the !
public space of the city; phmners work at a I
scale where the street is seen only as a traffic
channel or emphasise social and economic
factors that cut through urban phenomena in
such a way as to allow streets to remain

unrecogpised and lost llitbeirnegative
connotations.".
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