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T
HE language pro.blem
in Sindh has resur-
faced. But this time,
the heated debate

amo.ng Sindhi intellectuals,
writers and jo.urnalists is an
the medium o.finstructio.n far
Sindhi children at thepri-
mary schaal leveL A gro.up o.f
Sindhi intellectuals co.nsider
it an impo.rtant issue far the
futuregeneratio.ns o.f Sindh
and far Sindhi language as
well. There is a small number
o.f writers and intellectuals
that favo.ur English as a
medium, o.f instructio.n' far
Sindhi speaking children at
thIs le,veL"

The co.ntro.versy erupted
at the Sindhi literary co.nfer-
ence o.rganized by the Sindhi
Adabi Sangat (SAS) an
"Sindhi language: Pro.blems
o.fliterature and,culture," at
Hyderabad recently. The dis-
agreement an the. subject
surfaced when SAg present-
ed a reso.lutian in favo.ur o.f
Sindhi language as',a mediuIit
o.f instructio.n in the primary
classes. Sindh's distinguished
itttelleetual and ceddtano.nist
MuhaJ;D.mad Ib'rahini Joyo.
supparted the mo.ve.

The abjectio.ndIi,il1e' sub-
ject by a yaung writer mam
Shaikh was s.ufficieni:' to
invite abusive criticism fat,
the supparters,o(English Ian.
guage. Inam Shaikh had
apined that such a decisio.n
wauld snatch the right af
learning in English fro.m the
po.o.r Sindhi children in an

age ruled by English. "The
Sindhi language sho.uld be a
first .language and English a
see-and language at the pri-
mary level," he suggested.
His views created ail uproar
in the pro.gramme, wffi~h,*as
do.minated by Sindl:ri'hanpn-
alist writers and intellectu-
als. At last, the resolution
~was passed with a majo.rity
'vate.

Muhammad Ibrahim Jayo.
was o.f the o.pinio.n that he
was no.t against the E'nglish
and Urdu languages, but the
Sindhi language must also. be
given the status af a medium
o.f instructio.n in Sindh. "It is
nat acrime to. talk abo.ut the
preservatio.n 'af the Sindhi
languiige," the 89 years aid

. Sindhi intellectual co.mment,
ed and added that,' "6ur edu-

'catio.n system is ag'ainst the
Sindhi language, because
English has been made cam-
'pulsary in primary educa-
tio.n." He argued that Sindhi
is written fram the right side
and English fram the left
side. Hence, it creates canfu-
sian far a child, who. is edu-
cated in bath languages at
the same time. "We sho.uld
evo.lve a strategy far the
develo.pm~nt o.f Sindhi by

keeping the needs o.fthe day
in view," the farmer chair-
man o.f Sindhi Adabi Bo.ard
maintained.

It wo.uld be wo.rthy to.men-
tio.n here that Jo.yo.Sahib was
amang tho.se few perso.ns,
who. had agitated far the
preservatio.n and pro.matian
o.f the Sindhi language in
Sindh especially in Karachi
during the One Unit. He had
written many critical articles
an the subject and pro.tested
an the clo.sure af a number o.f
Sindhi-medium scho.o.lsin the
city.

No.ted research scho.lar
Shamsuddin Ursani was also.
present at the co.nference.
He believed that Sindhi is in
danger these days, therefare,
steps an scientific gro.unds
sho.uld be taken far its
preservatio.n.

A small sectian af mader-
ate Sindhi intellectuals, in
to.uch with the changing
wo.rld are aware abo.ut the
needs o.f a new era. Anwer
Pirzado., a pro.minent jo.urnal-
ist is o.ne o.fthem. He o.pined
that English must be taught
to. Sindhi children, as it is
essential far the pro.gress o.f
their careers. Sindhi is a sim-
ple language, he said, so. a
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child can learn it within a
week. "I have to.ld my daugh-
ter's in-laws that they must
teach English to. their chil-
dren," he said and added
that English has an interna-
tio.nal sco.pe, and o.ur future
generatians wauld be, mare
able to.find jabs in the inter-
natio.nal market.

,He makes literate Sindhis
respo.nsible far the distar-
tio.n o.f the Sindhi language.
"Ho.nestly speaking, Sindhi
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is preserved thro.ugh the
inhabitants o.f the villages
and small settlements af
rural Sindh," he remarked.
He also. wants to. see a mare
effective ro.le far the SAg
w}lich he terms a think tank
o.f;Sindh. '
, 'InaIi Shaikh, in an inter-

view, while tracing the his-
to.ry o.f Sindhi language as a
medium o.f instructio.n said
that, The "Persian language
remained a medium af

instructio.n in Sindh far
abo.ut 7,00 years. Likewise,
Arabic remained far 5,000
years. On the ather hand
Sindhi \¥as made a medium
o.f instruction in 1936, after
the separatio.n af Sindh
fro.m the Bo.mbay
Presidency." He clarified
that he is no.t against Sindhi
which is his mather to.ngue,
but that English sho.uld, be
taught to. Sindhi kids fram
class three with Urdu which
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is taught to them at the
same class.

Dr. Inayat Magsi, a young
psychiatrist while analyzing
the brain capacity of a child
asserted that a child could
learn more than seven lan-
guages till the age of early
nine years. So, there is no
harm if a child learns
English in his or her initial
classes.

A majority of writers
accuse the people who sup-
port Sindhi as a medium of
instruction of having their
own children educated in
English medium schools.

Expressing his disillusion-
ment at the problems facing
Sindhi Imdad Hussaini, a
prominent poet observed
that folk sayings, idioms, tra-
ditions and cultural values
are at the base of Sindhi.
Hence, these must be pre-

'or served.
se, Dr. Qasim Bughio the
!OO chairman of the Sindhi
.nd Language Authority com-I

!lm plains that. goyernment func-
ter tionaries are not sincere
ldh about SindhL l'If we write a
Jay letter to them in Sindlii lan-
ied guage, they do not bother to
.dhi reply," he claims. Tajal
;ue, iBEwas, a noted poet .is in
,.be favour~ of the formation of a
rom committee for the prevention
lich -of distortions in Sindhi . But
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the question emerges: if
another body as suggested by
him is formed for keeping a

\, balance and check what then
would the role of the Sindhi
Language Authority and
Sindhi Adabi Board be which
is set up for just a such pur-
pose?

Dr. Shams Soomro, a critic
and political analyst is in
favour of a return of a book-
reading culture Dr.
Fahmida is also in favour of
English as a subject to be
taught from the lower class-
es. "To acquire education in
English is a necessity, not a
fashion," Jan Khaskheli, a
young journalist and short
story writer says.

Dr. Gul Buledi, a young
writer, Taj Joyo, secretary
Sindhi Language Authority,
Abdul Khaliq Junejo, chair-
man J eay Sindh Mahaz, Zeb
Sindhi, an educationist and
short story writer and
Anwar Azad Kandhro, cen-
tral treasurer of SAS
emphasize the preservation
and promotion of Sindhi
language in educational
institutes as well as in gov-
ernment departments.

Some Sindhi men of letters
argue that Sindhi youths are
intelligent, but from lack of
fluency in English fail to
avail the opportunities .in
various fields at home or
abroad. They demanded that
the government should intro-
duce English, as a subject
from class three in Sindh and i

Sindhi language should be J
given the same status that it .

enjoystoday. .',
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