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hills. Lahore, .too,
seems to be having a

leg,endof an almost similar nature.
Nevertheless, the spots on which
the early settlements were conjec- .
tured t9 be,found,.~ well a\Vay \'
from the City.,These few mounds.
areoldkilns,w~ch peOple-D1i's~
as,oid settlements Ofthis City, built .
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mentsweresupposediohav~*n ""

made on moundson blShground tul'nedinto'Pleasantl~king
along the Ravi or its bt!u1chts . hatnginggardens,somethingakin
withinthe city limits.~orinstance, to whatooeustd to perceiveabout
die Citadel;o~Gumn$~, cir, ,. w~n readinghistoryor talesof
Ichchra,the:moundstlfat'one,sees', B~ylon.
in Lahoreat the moment,ate all Practically,all the moundsor the
ou~ide the walls of theorigmal' '~g gardens,can be found
City and happen to be, as said ' ~ dose toeach other,Withinan area
earlier,old and disusedkilns. of approximatelya kilometreor so
Somelater chroniclers'haveclassed irtradius. Five in Bagh-e-Jinnah,
them as brick-kilns,b~twith 'the the formerLawrenceGardens,
exceptionof one kiln,\vJUchhas along its north-westboundary,one
completelyvanishedby now,these in.theZoo, onE!acrossthe Mall a
are disusedpotter's affairsnOw few hundredmetres,in the
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Gardens of Lahore
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GQvernment Rouse estate. One in
the estate of the Governnient
JinnahCollege (or Girls, close to
the Ganga Ram Hospital along the
Sharey Fatima Jinnah, the old
Queen~ Road and the last one is
the well-known Shimla Pahaaree
on the Sharey Abdul Hameed bin
Badees, the former Empress Road,
all eight of them. The ninth, the
real brick-kiln is no longer to be
seen, replaced by residences, now. J'

The,l5J;ick-kilnthafis no longer to
be found was that known as

'\

Bud<lhooka Aawa on the Grand of it was dismantledaround
TrunkRoad,close to the Engmeer- 1850and its bricks and other
ingUniversity.Thiskilnwas - materialwasutilisedin building
namedafterthe son of Saddhu, structures put up in thosedays,
Jehangeer's potter.A legendsays perhapsin the cantonment.
that Fakir Abdu~~aq, a disciple'of Duringthe Sikh days,General
Mian Mir, cameto the kiln on a Avitablehad his cantonment
cold and wet eveningfor shelter, and residencethere. Duringthe
but was drivenawayby the 'WorldWar-II,partsof the ruins
workersand labourers.This of theAawawere<;:onvertedinto
annoyedthe fakir who cursedthem a traininggroundfor Military
and then-kiln. The result was that, MotorDriversand the place was
the kilncooleddown and remained popularlyknown as the 'Burma
shut thereafter. Nevertheless, most Front' ..

Amongst the mounds, tht;ones in
'theBagh-e-Jinnah and the Zoo- ,\ ,

seemto have some quter or
romantic history attac~ed to them.,-"
One would be surpri~ to learn
that more than a century ago the
mounds in the Bagh-e-Jinnah were .
part of the rifle range'Originally ,
provided for the 1st J>dnjab
Volunteers, which wen::formed in
186~. The range w,assituated in
the gardens, alodg theikilns till it
was removed to a new.'location
many years later and that too after
a certain incident.

PictUre 1 This picture was taken
of the mound from wllere the.range
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The other two sections extende!i
. further down along ~' area,
;, across roads of the garden.-...--.

The bullets were, then, noticed to
ricochet off the kiln abutments and
posed a danger to the traffic and
public on the Mall. An emergency
took place, one morning, when the
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Fatimahcan be seen on the left.
SomeyearsbeforeIndependence,
there wasa move to build an
Amphitheatrein Lahore.Professor
G.ID.Sondhiof the Government

College,
Lahore,
and later
its
Principal
was the

'!' I spirit,
,'!".l-,. behind

it. The
Authori-
ties'
agreed
to
provide
space for
;t nn ,tJ,.A

at its foot. 'Discovered' a decade 01

two ago, it is supposed to be that of
the sister of the holy man buried
next to the Superintendent's Office.
One can see it in the picture, in the
right hand half, behind the tree
trunks. '

Picture 6 This picture is of the r
renovated mound in the Govern-
me~t Jinnah College. It used to be
a sort of a Public Park more than a
dozen years ago. There used to be a
large water tank on top of it, which
supplied water to the people of
Mozang. When the college was'
built iil. 1990, the mound was
included in the college premises as
a recreational area for girls. It is
well-looked after now, though the
water tank has been removed.
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" , ", furthet;do~1t'@long ~~'area, ," ,

r;fi~\acros$,~S Q(the garden. "'., , ,

< c''J'ktUre' 3~11Uspart of the third tbedt>ireetorof PublicInstruction,
moundis somewheren~ the POUlt,..whocherishedhis morningwalk,
w.the rangeended.Whcrn'",i1~wly missedmeetinghis
firing~ti~ waSil)progress,~~/;M~erwhena strayshotc~e at

, 'f2 him but landedat his feet'
instc£ad,when he was at a point
said to be somewhere near the
'present Panorama Centre. The
9!t!m9;te~[t~~!~~f the incident
wasi..t!1l1.t'th~Jifl~range W'a~..

.,J;emoved,froffithatplace,and the
mounds turned into green
gardens, both in the Bagh-e-
Jmnah and the Zoo.

Picture 4 This picture shows

the greenery hiding the Open Air
Theatre. It was taken from the

. comer of the English Rose Garden,
which is being re-laid these days.
The entrance to the Gulistan-e-

-" ,

-;;"i/i:4r-j:2," ,\
',:mound and the

,present popular
Open Air Theatre
came into existence
on the mound.

Picture 5 This
picture is of a
smaller
mound
close to
fueOpep.
Air
Theatre
and

closer to the Lawrence
Road. The mound is
more 'open' than the
others in the Bagh-e-
Jirinah. There is a tomb

to a recreationalarearor gids. It is
provide well-lookedafter now,thoughthe
spacefor. water tank has been removed.

/ it on the Picture 7 This is a view of the
SimlaHill
fromthy
south.The
Press Club
can be spotted
on the far
right. Simla
'Pabaareehas
been a
recr~ational
,parksincea
long, long
time. Perhaps,,
it wasmade

, so right in,the,~',,' ,
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', for it wason ..
, "ft-om 'the Railway Station

to 'GovernmentHouse,which
wa,~'T6:~quentlyused by the Gover-
nor while travelling. The railway'"
was the usual mo&, for, air travel
had noiyet seen the -day.,.

roadi~~tting a~1'QSs,thelori-ger
sectio~swere guarded by,pick~ts.
Ne~leSS, there were no ,
problemS-till a more effi..~nt rifle
was iSSuedto the Volunteer Corps.


