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akias were once the

,;

"

pla

,

ces where late-
comers once spent
their nights after the'

, gatesofthecitywere
, closedas per routineto guard

against the criminals and wild
animals. They were used for

. holding social meetings, con-
certs and even wrestling bouts.
Lahore had takias ,outside all
its gates, beside other takJas
located in the city suburbs. A

, tall tree, spacious rooms and a
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vast courtyard were 'perma-musica\'pertormance;iwimf '.FOrt);,TakiaSherA!fand.Takia ~'Viainshala, iTakia Gc:iwshala
nent feature,sof takiaswhich", amongth'e"'a&ivitiesthat'took Baalmeekiaan{outside Taxali'. (outside~ Gateon Katcha
werebuiltin.'a simp!estYle.' , ,placeatthesetakias. . Gate);TakiaQutabShahl¥1dMohniRoad);,;/, .

Proper security,system at ,:' A few well-known takias TaldaKhirkiPeer (behind the' Lack,of public interest and
these takias was an attraction' like Goshala and Viamshala Mazar of Data,Sahib); Takia. indifference,to the issue has
for the visitingtraders to:stay and a takia near BillianWali Tajey Shah and Takia hastened.the erosion of these
there.Peopleusedthesetakias Sarkarboastedofhavinghost- Meerasiaan(outside Mochi',' communitycentres."AIlll\iori-
as rest houses even during ed m~morable\\Testlingcom- Gate on Chamberlain Road, "ty of old takias of Lahoreare
daytime. . petitions and as nurseriesfor Gowalmandi); Takia Laloo now history,"says Munawarof

In more recent times takias wrestlers. Saeen (outside ,Kashmiri MochiGate.
were used as communitycen- Someof the famoustakias Gate); Takia Jhangi (in Iqbal Takias being exclusive
tres where senior citizens in Lahore ,were,Takia Sabir Park);TakiaSabz Peer (inside places, some of these may in
wouldspend:their spare time. \' Shah (outside RaushnaiGate, TaxaliGatein ShahiMohalIah) the past have been used by
An occasional mushaira and BadshahiMosqueand Lahore, and TakiaRahamSaeen,Takia groups of people for activities
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t'V,iainshala, .!I'akia Gowshala
(outside ~ Gate on xatcha
MohniRoad); ", , .

Lack of public interest and
indifference to the issue has
hastened the erosion of these
community centres. "A maJori-

;.'ty of old takias of Lahore are
now history," says Munawar of

I Mochi Gate.
Takias being exclusive

places, some of these may in
the past have been used by
groups of people for activities

. ,...
that couid only be carried oUt

" away from lIublic gaze. But
with the increase in crime over'

- the years, manyamong these
have come tq,be regarded as
serving,only one;purpose:~;.of a safe havellfor criminalso(

~.:;allkinds. As.these were. public"
nlaces these takias could be

::~uc1i~orreasny 'grabli~,.1'~
uP!!_an~~:ii

'fIntheir~;e~~~~~,,'~' ~ ~ ~~;.~., "
In more recent "
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centres where
senior citizens
would spend,
theirspare time..

,An occasional

mushaira and
""

musical',~:. '

perf~nn~c~~;(.
,!were 'among'the. . .,', .10"

':,,:.'activitiest that

!.;...tookRlace at"

.'"10esci;','fakias .
,which couldn't have been
achievedwithout,helpfromthe
concerned government offi-
cials. "

Thllt these takias can return
to Lahore in their original
form seems impossible. But as
they say, hope I\ever dies and
unreasonable, utterly unac-
ceptable demands continue to'
be made. "The authorities
should rebuild and wherever
possible restore these social
institutions of the city," says
Iqbal Pervaiz.
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