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,~: . 7"~eVISitingth eJi~Jory"., rnw",
Lahme,Sinceitsfirst - ~ -<\..&'~ \ 'V,"'- '
encounterwithIslam,hasnot foundations. mosquesbuiltby'the royalwet-
beenlaggingbehindany other A mosquereJatedto another nurses of Jehangir and
placein respectof the preacher of Islam,SyedIsmail Shahjahan respectively are
construdicmof thehol4Jplaces. Bukhari, who also came to Ma&jidDaiLadoand Ma&jidDai
RomanoBukharl pens down Lahore during Ghaznavid Anga. Masjid of Dai Lado is
the.detailsalxrIamosquesin period. The remnant of the locatednearMayoHospitalIt is
theculJ:urallyrichcity of mosque were traced in the saidthat therealsousedto be a
Lahme vicinityof HallRoad,wherenow garden named as Bagh Rattan

lies the church and Christian Chandwherea mohallacameup
MissionarySchool. afterwards.Themosqueis now

1btheeastofLahore,liesthe inside it. The other one exists
quarters covering vast area besidesthe Railwaystation.It is
knownafterthe nameof Hazart elaborateJyembellishedwithtile
MianMirSahib.Hewasa direct mosaic and paintings at the
descendantof HazratUmar.The interioras wellas exteriorofthe
construction of a sizeable building.It is namedafter Dai
mosque along with mizarwas Anga(Zaib-un-Nissa).
started by PrinceDara Shikoh, Anothermosquethought to
thesaint'sdisciple. destroythe characterof the ciW

'Nila Gumbad'(bl~e dome) planning at the time of its
standsout prominentlyamongst construction is a focus of
the early mughal period attractionfor manybecause of
buildingsin Lahore.It is a tomb itssonehri( golden)domes.ThIs
where the saint Syed Abdul GoldenMosquewasconstructed
RazzqueMakkiwasburied.His byNawabBhikariKhanin 17411
followers built a mausoleum AD. It has three gold plated'
overhis graveand alsoaddeda domes and two minarets also

r

mosque to the complex. Both goldpJatedon top. '
tomb and the mosque were used
tc?store .gun powder d~. f;he Theoldestmosque
Sikh penod. However,m Bntish
Era the~ser:v~d~ a hostel fo~ in the cihT which
the soldiersliVIngmtheAnarkali ~J'.
can

Whto~ l
ent.

t '
th 11d does not existnow,

I e en ermg e wa e . .
citythroughthe DehliGate,one ISsaid tohave
findsa narrowbazaart1ankedby .
an assortment of shops and been bUiltto
houses. A few more minutes
walk would find you standing commemorate
face to face with the past
typified in the shape of a Mahmood
beautifuledificeknownasWazir . , .
Khan's Masjid. From the GhaznaVisVICtOry
inscription in the colourful .
'Kashikari'on the entrancegate overLahoreIn
of the mosque, one learn that it

1021ADwas built by Hakim IIam-ud-Din .
Ansariwho was given the title of
NawabWazir Khan, governor of. Besides these prominen~
Lahore during the reign of mosques, the most renowned
Shal:\jahan. one which has become a symbol

The grace and the elegance of Lahore is no other than the
in architectural style and the Badshahi Mosque or the Regal
surpassing beauty in decoration Mosque, the last of the

Imake Wazir Khan's mosque sumptuousaccomplishmentsof
stand out prominentlyamongst the Mughals.Its lofty minarets
the prized buildings of the can be seen from quite a
Mughalperiod. distancearound.Predominantly

Emperor Akbarhad built a a red sand stone monument
mosqueinsidethe Fortopposite indeed a pleasant blend of r
Deewan-e-Aamin 1598 AD. strength,harmonyand graceat '
Somealteraqonswere done by theirbest.
Jehangir and the marble Thereare stilla largenumber
coveringwas done during the of mosqueswhichrequirea life
reign of Shahjahan. It is a timeto bringthemin light.The
beautiful three~domedwhite promiseof rewardin life here- I'

marblemosqueknownas Moti afterforbuildinga mosquemade
or PearlMosque. the kings, gentry and even the

BegumShahiMosqueis an common people to fulfil this
old royal mosque built by undertaking with zeal,
Emperor Jehangir for his mother enthusiasmand religiousfervour. I ,
MyramZamallriIrlf}.14AD. It is The high and mighty have been
also known as Masjid Barada"" "pUttingin all-their resources in
Khana as it was used to~store building that would overawe the
gun powder duringSikhera. spectator with their grandeur

1\vo of the existing historical and boldness.
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TI e thing common among
all the great religions is
establishment of the

proper worship places and still
most of them erect special
buildings for this purpose. The
Christianity ~ in synonym with
churches, Jews with synagogues
and Buddhists with temples.
Adherents of Islam, Muslims,

~ developed their own unit, the
mosques which are unique in
architecture and distinguishedin
their way of calling the
followers.

In the early centuries of
Islam, each Muslim population
unit have its own mosque, while
there was a collective mosque
for the Juma Congregation.
However,the Eidgah (place for
the festival prayer) used to be
outside the inhabited areas of
the village or town, mostly an
open ground or at the most an
enclosure with a'mihrab'
(niche) denoting Qibla.

Lahore, since its first
encounter with Islam, did not
lag behind any other place in
respect of the construction of
the Holy places. Since centuries
the mosques have been built in
Lahore reaching the number
which is hard to count except
for the outstanding mosques
constructed under royal
patronage or religious zeal of
thenobility.

The oldest mosque in the
city, which does not eXist now, is
said to have been built to
commemorate Mahmood
Ghaznavi's victory over Lahore
in 1021 AD.This was built with
'bricks and was known as
'Khishti Mosque' or brick-built
mosque. Another small mosque
whichforms part of AyazMalik's
grave, Mahmood Ghaznavi's
slave and the governer of
'Lahore, can still be seen in
Chowk Rang Meha1inside Shah
AalamiGate.

During the Ghaznavidreign,
many a preacher of Islam came
to Lahore and settled there. The
most prominent among them is
Data GaI\iBakhsh. He had built
a small mosque outside Bhatti
Gate, which became the model
to look at for fixing Qibla of all
the mosques in the following
centuries. The original mosque
had been destroyedby the great
floods in Aurangzaib's period.
However,a-new building of the
mosque came up on the old
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