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ritage,sq,
, far as bUlldmgs,are

concerned, does not
merely include histori-

cal monuments and forts and
mausoleums but also private
construction that has acquired
value with the passage of time or
has architectural features iliat
distinguish it from ordinary
structures. For instance the tombs
at Thatta and Nokkundi are of

, culturaI:value because of the art
that has gone into them.

Even a seemingly ordinary
graveyard acquires distinction if
great men are buried there. Many
of the graves in Lahore's Miani
Sahib are redolent of the history of
Punjab during the last century.
Actually most of Lahore's old
graveyards are like that because
everyone who died in Punjab's
capital was not interred in Miani
Sahib. One of them, Qabristan
Ghore Shah, is probably the oldest
in the city for it is the last resting
place of numerous famous men of
Lahore who lived more than a
hundred years ago. It is also the
most neglected.

My main topic today is encroach-
ments, and it also has a personal
element to it. Graveyards are the
most encroached upon places
because the dead can't protest and
their living relations are too busy
with the problems of life to bother.
At Ghore Shah we buried my
mother in 1933 in the midst of
several members of her well-
known Chishti family of Masjid
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HAFIZURRAHMANtalks abo~t.SharfunnisaBegum'stomb in Begampurawherescoresof illegal dwellin~~

havecomeuponAuqaf land,hidingthemonument " V~' ~ / -,1)11
, .. . V. \ \ v {v ....,

monumentfromthe eyesof the ,responsiblefor the neglect,for the '

world. buildingI am talking aboutis
Houseshavebeen constructedon neitherhistoricalnor protected.

eight kanalsof land that was Everyonewhohaseverybeento
leasedout by the AuqafDepart- Chiniotmust have seen that
ment in 1989to fourpeople- magnificent private residence, I
MaulanaAbdul Qadir Azad, GuizarManzilor UmarHayat\ ,
formerkhateebof Badhshahi Palace,which,for sizeand embel-

I
Mosq~e,MahfoozurRahman, lishmentand intricatewoodworkis
formerdirectorof ,theUlema simplyout of this world. , I
Academy,TariqKhan,an employee Its story is tragic.SheikhUmar, I
of the departmentand one Gowaria Hayatwentto enormousexpenseto

!

I

(whatan outlandishname!)for 99 build it for his son GuIzar's

yearsat the "most expenSiverate of marriagein 1938,but the son was I I
one rupee per marIa annually! They found dead on the morning after the I
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sold a largepart of the land to wt;dding,and, by specialpermis- ~

~

P
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eoPlewho bullt houseson it in , sion, wasburied irt the house. It is,

,
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utter disregard of the law banning no way the responsibility of the

I
constructionwithin 200 feet of a stateto look ~er this grand
protectedmonument. structure,thoughM AtharTahir, /fI

The real scandallies in the fact famousas a culturalpersonality, ~

that while the lease was/cancelled did have some urgent repairs
in 1992, the so-called lessees carried out when he was deputy
continue the occupation of the land, commissioner of Chiniot. Frankly I:
and have even put up notices am not awareof thepresent "

offeringplots for sale!Whenthe ownership.
leasewas terminatedthe Archaeol- Quite apart fromquestionsof
ogy Departmentdirectedthe ownershi~and responsibility,the
LahoreDevelopmentAuthorityto fact remamsthat GuIzarManzil is'
restore the monumentto its a wonderfulexampleof Chiniot
originalconditionand lay a garden craftsmanshipand, by all stand-
aroundit. Stepsin this direction ards, a splendidand most imposing"
havestilltobetakensincethe haveliwhichmustbeunmatched i.

lesseeshad goneup to the high by anythingsimilarin this part of '

court in appeal. the world. It is to purchase, take
The mausoleum has always been over and maintain such marvellous

known a~ the "Sarw wala . residen~es and other structures th!\t
maqbara or Cypress Tomb, and IS the NatIOnalTrust was founded by
the last resting place of the state in Britain and has ac-
Sharfunnissa, a wife of Khwaja quired innumerable great homes
Abdus Sarnad, governor of Lahore that could no longer be managed by
during the reign of Mughal their owners. The point of the
EmperorFarrukhSiyar(1713- NationalTrustis thatsuchbuild-
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Tomb of Shaifunnisa Begum

Tiny clay horses for sale near Ohore Shah's mazaar

localit~. I brought a couple of legend about horses associated
senior members of the Chishti with the faqir, but the fact remains
family to see the vandalism. They that everyone who comes to pray
could only ~plore the fact, while there leaves a few tiny clay horses
jointly we were unable see any at the tomb. There are thousands of
solution to the impasse, for it was them any time you go there, and
an impasse. We knew the graves my daughters never tired of
"nl1ln,,'t h.. rP~tored But we did collf>.ctinl!:a small horde whenever
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element to it. Graveyards are the
most encroached upon places
because the dead can't protest and

. theirlivingrelationsare too btlsy
with the problems of life to bother.
At Ghore Shah we buried my
mother in 1933 in the midst of
several members of her well-
known Chishti family of Masjid
ChinianwalL My English sister-in-
law, who died of smallpox in 1936,
about a year after my brother came
back with her from England, was
also buried there. When, in 1974, I
sudde~y tpqught 9f visiting ,their.,
graves J~o~dn';t.findthem. ..

This was not because of over-
crowding but because they were at
the edge of the graveyard and the
area had been encroached upon by
an infh,lential resident of the

.iw~ 'I: ;$__IiI,","~

Tiny clay horsesfor sale near Ghore Shah's mazaar

localit~ I broughta coupleof legendabouthorses associated
seniormembersof the Chishti with the faqir,but the fact remains
familyto see the vandalism.They that everyonewhocomesto pray
could onlydeplorethe fact,while there leavesa few tinyclayhorses
jointly we wereunableseeany at the tomb.Thereare thousandsof

. solution to the impasse, for it was them any time you go there, and
an impasse.Weknew the graves my daughtersnevertired of
couldn't be restored.But we did collectinga smallhordewhenever
feel contriteand embarrassedwhen we went there together.It becamea
the caretakerblamedus for not popularsight to showto other
visitingour dead for nearlyfour childrenof the family.
decades."Thishad to happen,"he Eventhe land aroundprotected
said. . monuqIeptsistel}Pwac~eduJ;>°n.

Apart'fromthis personalinvolve- Myattentiqp.has "beendrawo:to
ment,Ghore Shah,namedafter a what is goingon aroundthe tomb
saintlyfaqir whosetomb occupies of SharfunnisaBegum in
pride of placethere, alsohas a Begampurawherescoresof illegal
uniqueculturalfacet.Timehas dwellingshave come up on Auqaf
obliteratedfrommy mindthe land overthe years,hiding the

lessees naG gone up 10me mgn
court in appeal.

The mausoleum, has always been
known as the "Sarw wala
maqbara" or Cypress Tomb, and is
the last resting place of
Sharfunnissa, a wife of Khwaja
Abdus Samad, governor of Lahore
during the reign of Mughal
Emperor Farrukh Siyar (171~-
1719). She was a lady of spirit and
always kept a copy of the Qua'ran
and a swordby her side.Allama \

Iqbal is said to have mentionetl her
in Jawid Namah. The tomb is in
dire need ofattention, having i:>een
last repaired by the British in 1881-
82. '

From encroachments I move on
to neglect of a fine building,
although I'm not sure who is

oy i1Jlyunll~"l11U"U 111'Ul" p"'" v'

the world. It is to purchase, take
over and maintain such marvellous
residences and other structures th~t
the National Tru'st was founded by
the state in Britain and has ac-
quired'innumerable great homes
that could no longer be managed by
their owners. The point of the
NationalTrust is that such build-t I
ings constitute a part of the heritage!
and cannot be allowed to go to rack! )
and ruin.

There are countless such build-
ings in various parts of Pakistan.
The only anSWerto thelr preserva-
tion is an organisation on the lines,
of the National Trust of Britain.
Will the government ever take the
initiative of setting up such a
cultural body?
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