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iii hough the origins of Lahore are

obscure and lost in the mi~ts ~f
antiquity, one finds that this City
bas always played its role in

history - at least in the history of the

South Asian sub-conunent. Apart from
being a centre of trade and commerce,
Labore has been the focal point of political
activity since the days when its history was
recorded, .

Close to a thousand years ago, Mahmood
of Gazni subjugated this part of the world,

His proge!IYfounded ~eir king~m he~;
Labore beCame the capttal of their empire.
Half a millennium or so later, Lahore.was

again the centreof authoritywhenit ,
became the capital ryfthe Moghul empire
in the sukontinent in the Golden Age of
the Moghulsduringthedaysof Akbar. ..

When the English succeeded in captur-
ing Labore and occupying the country in
1849 they took certain steps the effect of
which reached far into the times that
followed. These steps were connected with
the day to day working, One of the things
that they encouraged or introduced was the
running of affairs by collective decision.

The fIrSt such place where fuch step~ ':'I'ere
given a practical shape w~s the Muruclp~l
Committee of Lahore, which was set up 10

I~ :-' . . ......-. Apart from that, public-spmteil men
interested in encouraging the dissipation
knowledge in the society organised bodies
whose object, besides reviving scholarship Barkat AU Is/amia Hall

was 10encourage discussion of social and park where dllngals or bouts were south. That is the

-POliticalqllesti~s_QU11!e~est.!~~,~~ n:gw1YJ!c:!l!--Qnth~~~on _of~id C~ 'long before vartous move~nts cam~ people were allowed to pltcli SnamllllJaS"OI",-, ,hi -..
fOlWarddemanding reforms and askin? for tents for prayers. On one such occasion. Darwaaza, Every
self-rule. It was here in Lahore that quite a this scribe remembers, the Imam who W3S meeting of
few moveme~ts ~u~ed for ovc:rhalf a known to oppose the call for a separate: . importance has
century culnunaung 10self-role m the sub- homeland for the Muslims. saidsometbing, taken place there.
corrtinent. ' -, ' against the Muslim League. a melee Opposite this

There are three places in LahZ£. which followed but was controlled by the police, place, on the other

are~ fOULa~ pu~lic..iDq;~gs. AIl_, -- In the middle !If t!t.e_nincteenthcentury, si?e of the '
are cl~se to the ~a led city. One ISwhere early in the English days. the place ser,'ed -Circu~ar'Road,-
the M1Oar-e-Pakis~l1.stands.today. North as a race course and part of it as a parade there ISa ~I. th~
of the Foi:otI::ahore, the~ ISa vast open ground. Before that the place had been the Barkat All Islanua~
space which has served diffaent purposes scene of an artillery encampment when H~tMr
over the years - rather,centuries.TIll SherSinghanackedthe Fortof Lahore. venueof meet-
somedecadesagoit wasknownas the TheParkwas thevenueof lastgreat ings.
Minto Park. It used to be a green where meeting held in 1940 to pass the Lahore , The third placepeoplecamefromthecity10takea Resolution. iscloseto the
brea~. ~e cou!dfindaI:Itarasor Theotherspot,too,is next to the. rnausoleUlUof
wrestlingpItsor nngson !beedgesof the (vanished)~arts of the cll)'but 10the ..-

Data Gunj Bukhsh on Rattigan Road. That

is the B~ l:Iall, now h!~den I!2m
unhindered view bfThniiiT'dmgSihat have
come up during the last fifty years. The
hall was built in the- year 1900 and was
named after Charles Bradlaugh MP,
Charles Bradlaugh was connected with a
set up in England. known as the Congress
Agency and used to speak so much in
favour of India in the British Parliament
thaI he became known as 'the Member for
India'"

The foundation stone of the Bradlaugh
Hall was laid by Sir Surendra Nath
Bannetji, founder and editor of 'Bengali';
Member of the Bengal Legislative Council
and I~r, Member of the Incian Legislative. Council. Sir Surendra Nath was an
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accomplished public speaker having If
good comm!md of language. He fonrtCd

the Indian tssociation in Calcuna iri-i 876 '
and called for the first National Confer-

ence in 1883, in Calcutta but gradually
faded away when the Indian NatiOlial ,

Congre~s made its debut in Bombay, three
years later.

The Minto Park, now the Iqbal Park, is
well maintained. Visited by hundreds o~.

pe9ple, both young and old, the Minar
stands there commemorating the adopting
of,the Lahore Resolution. The Bagh
Bairoon Machi Darwaaza ~nnanent
datsor stage made of brick and mortar

ready for anybody to hold a meeting there
at short notice. The Barkat Ali Hall is in a

reasonable state of repair.
Though, the Bradlaugh Hall, is still

inhabited, it needs a lot of attention. When

the members of the society who were
managing the Hall abandoned the place, it
was taken over by the Evacuee Property
Board, which looks after it. The place
houses a technical institUte and a coaching

centre. After Indep~ndence the hall is said
to have been used as a drama theatre, then \

as a 'sugar refinery' and a rice godown.
It was in 1892 that the first of the

political public meetings was held in
Lahore. Six years earlier, Allen Octavian
Hume. a Scotsman, who had retired from

the L'1dian Civil Service, !tad'set up the
Indian National eongress for the ostensi.
ole purpose of Indian political regenera-
tion. The meeting was organised by the
Congress and was presided over by
Dadabhai Naoroji, a Parsec gentleman
residing in England and a Member of
Parliament for Central Finsbury.

TheCongressheldi~g~n in
Lahore in 1900:19ThiiiiCIl92'9. The last

meeiing was held undtii'ihe pres1(fent-slup
of Pundit Jawahar Lal Nehru and it was in

that meeting that the Congress changed its
hitherto stand of co-operation to that of
complete Independence of India. In the
same meeting, Abdul Ghaffar Khan and
his Red Shirts offered their collaboration

to the Congress.
There were other parties too. who

selected Lahore for their annual meeting- Ii- -Fof.ll1stance..thc:..l.amiat,c,:YJam-e-Hind 1
held their Jalsa in 1921. with Maulana ----
Abul Kalam Azad in the chair and again in
1942 under the presidentship of Maulana
Hasan AhmadMadani.Th: KhiJafat
Commilll:e met here in 1929 under the

president:sbip of Maulana Muhammad Ali.
Nevertheless, the most important public

meeting,that-was.ever.hdd in Lahore was :1 I

in March 1940, when the Labore Resolu-
tion was adopted. The meeting was .
presided over by the Quaid-e-Azam: It IS
worth nocmg that the fust-ever public
meetingOftheMuslimLeaguc
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