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Hands and......................

Thke warning, then,
()ye wiJh eyes (to see)!

-SI¥ra fix (alrHashr),2.

Disaster in the m
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British who took Lahore from
RaI\iit Singh. But eveISince the de- Iparture of the Britishin 1947 the .'

li ORE' for the first memoriesof the Sikhrulers have
time,fellinto the hanils been I$vinated as far as Muslim
of the Sikhs in 1756. architectural heritage is con-
essa Singh was the first cerned. A large number of monu-
. ruler of the city. ments have disappeared from the

When Ahmad ShahAbda1iinvaded very face of the earth while others
Lahore forthe seventh time inJan- are being sacrificed, destroyed
uary 1764 sikhs dispelled and re- and transmuted either in the name
ceded in the northern mountains of restoration and conservation or
without putting up any confronta. to make room for urban expansion
tlon. But no sooner had Ahmad and agriculture.
Shahleft the city,the Sikhsagain THE CONSERVATION,

emerged on the scene and took restoration and protection of his- :
control of Lahore. The city of La- toric buildings necessitates sapient ..
hore was then divided into three and cautious manipulation of re- ;
sector heralding the triumvirate sources which include administra-

Irule of Sikhs. The rulers of Lahore tive, financial and technical as-
were Gtijjar Singh, Lahna Singh peets. Conservation demands
and Sobha Singh. During this infe- rational insight and a selfless <lis-
licitous and ill-started period Is- cernment of responsibilit¥ towards
Jamie monuments of Lahore were the monument. Amongst many,
ruthlessly destroyed, mutilated one particular case of concern is
and deprived of their elegance. So the m~e ofWazir Khan at La-
despicable was their appetite that hore. -,.ne conw1ion. of this
they demolished many a monu- mosque in spite of long term ex-
ment of their respective domanins travagant plans to protect and re-
in order to sell their bricks and pair it, has continued to deterio-
timber: Sobha Singh died in 1797 . rate. Whatever has been done is
and was~ceede4l)y his.qnn - "1Iperfi.cial.Itsminaritesremainin

,,= Singh..

'Lahna was suc- a tcta! state of neglect.The chilli-
,byChet Singb.Theyboth work on their exteriorsis disinte- "

were thoroughly profligate in gratinguncheckedand tmabated. .
everydisciplineoftheirlives.They They are also out of bounds for'
lacked temperament as well as the public. "Themethodologyof
magnetism. Seizingthe opportu- conservationapplies to allwork- madecausesofdeclensionand ca- afterenteringthe serviceofShah- who hailedfrom
nity RarUitSingh took Lahore in ers in the fieldand is basedon vi- ducityare intricateand havewide- jahan, he was firstmade superin- His tomb stillstanm
1799. Hewas a dynamicruler but sua!inspectionswhichleadto spe- ranging implications. Little has tendentofthe house-hold(Diwan- south-west of the
with lot of antagonistic qualities. cificinvestigationsto the justified been done in Pakistanto forestall i-bayutat) and then the courtyard of the m
He reduced Amritsar in 1802, depthbeforea diagnosisis made. such agents of decay. I wish to superintendentof the royalitchen saint is saidto have
Ludhianain 1806, Qasurin 1809, Aconservationistshouldnot hesi- refer candidly to the self-styled (Mir-i-Saman).Hewaslaterpro- Lahoreduringthe
Kangrain 1813,Attockin 1814, tate to obtainsecondopinions conservationists. They have motedtoDiwan,anddeputizedas 'fughlaqs.
Multan in 1818, Peshawar and when necessary.Allpractical al- doubtlesslydonemore damageto subaidar (Governor) of Lahore. It seems obviOl
Kashmir in 1819-20, Laddakhin ternativesshouldbe exploredand . ourarchitecturalheritagethananyI Accordingto Latifmanybuildings Khan, as a mark 0
1834. He died in Lahore on the then evaluated in the light of the- other cause of decay. Besides the I in the LahoreFortwerefashioned chose to buildhis m
27th of June 1839 at the age of Off in order to findthe 'leastbad' monumentsof Multan,Thattaand by him or superstructured under site of saint's tomb.
57. Inspiteof his manycommend- solution,whichmust respect the Makli,BadshahiMosque,Tombofl his direct supervision.M'athiral- was completed'
able qualitieshe wasgreedy,lusty qualitiesin the historicbuildings". Jehangir,TombofNUJjahan,Tomb umara' narrates that it was this 1044H11634C.as i
and vindictive. He convertedall THEDEGREEand constitu- of AsifKhan and the mosque of WazirKhanwho laid the founda- its chronogI'llIM.
mosquesof Lahoreintopowder tion of the historicmonument WazirKhaninLahorearesomeof tion of the city known as TheMosqueis
magazines,workshopsandeven mustbedetennined~\(l~ ~ the~ -. - ,Thi.s..city-is.situat.ed,at. shert.--fI1gbt..cM'
stableS.NtimerousIslamicmonu- ityto its surroundingsmustbe de- 8dVen~ ~ the left of mightyChinabin pointed arch pi
ments of Lahorewerestrippedof fined. A monument cannot be vation. Pakistan. 'Khan is said to rectangular portal
their precious a(ijunctsand their studiedin isolationfrom'its envi- mE MO89UEofWazirKhan, havelaida ganlenalsoafterthe hind the arch is
materialwas senttoAmritsarfor rons.Conservationsworkrelies Lahore,wasffuiltby'Shaikhllmal- completionofhismosquein La. vestibuleleadingon
the buildingand and decorationof upon making investigations and Dinof Chiniotwho rose from ob- hore.Thisgardenwassituatedbe- south side into COI
Darbar Saheb. He uprooted a reportswithmethodicalinterludes scruityand achievedthe portfolio tween the present General Post over5 metres in wi!
number of sarcophagi and ceno- on allparts of the monumentreg- of a Wazirduringthe reign ofEm- Office(GPO)andthe centralmu- ridors have four r~
taphs of the Muslimmausolea in istering all the perceptible deft- peror Shal\iahan. According to seum.Withinthis gardenwas an the westernside a
search of treasures. Sounscrupu- ciencies in order to remedy the Nur Ahmad Chishty, he earned elegant 'bara-darri' which sur- ernside.Allthese I
lous and vile his character was causesofdecayandrecommenda prominence during the vivesbut onlyas a ruinedme- doubledomed.~
that he deprived Prince Shah cogenttreatmentthat implicatesa sovereignty of Jehangir. But ac- mento of the past. The govern- measures.39.6me
Sh$ ofthe famousdiamondKoh- minimum intervention only. It cordingto Kiplinghe cured oneof ment of thi Pul\jabhas recently to southanda littl!
i-Nurwhile.theexiledex-princeof must be clearlyrealised that the the concubinesof Shal\jahanand taken up the task of restoration. metreson the oth~
Kabulhad taken refuge with him best conservationis the,minimum thus attamedprominence.Neither This project, as usual, is in the middleis a square]
on the invitationof RatVitSingh intervention. More the interven- of these writers substantiates his hands of inexpert and self-styled about 10metres,
himself.This was the style of his tion morethe damageto the mon- viewfromanyhistoricalsourceor restorers. Therefore there is little distanceof 39.0t
hospitaJit)t ument.Wemustclear~.upder- reference.Hisfullnam~~ given hopethatthepastgrandeur~fth~ , doorto thewest
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Ral\iit Singh married a' MUslim..4~y one particular category is Din.MullaAbdal-HamidLahuriin SayyidMuhammad Is-haq,com- eastern, northed
strumpet Moran, and then by the that. of man-made causes. Man- his' Badshahnama' writes that monlyknown asMiranBadshah, sidesofthesalmI



~~~terin the making
fact been known in northeJ

in early Sayyid and Lodhj
in the 15th century AD. TI
nique was also known in
Halla and Thatta in Pakist

Inside the mosque thl

arch is particularly note
There are horizontal pa
along the upper portioru

I lowerwallsto therightani
the central arch.Thesp:
are floriated with bott
meticulously equilibrated.
lar precision of design ane
ness of balance can be see
spandrels of the arch of tI
portal. The decoration in:
sanctuary is sedatelyri
elaborate. This mostlyCOI
painted floretand epe~
lime mortar surface.

ON, 7"" 1<, Inscriptionperform ;
his- . '.';, role in the decoration
lient mosque,Leavingasideth,
[re- i to thenorthandsouth
>t.ra- courtyard,inscriptionsexi
as- most every visiblepart

mds mosque. The long ho
dis- panelabovethe mainarc

w the Muslimconfessionof
any, the Qa1imayi Tayyibah]
m is bythewordsafdalaldhikI
t~ MN~m~recitalsisth
~ god butAllahand Muha
1ex- peace and blessingsof.
d re- upon him) is the mes81
~rio- Allah.Theangles01the
Ie is centgatew8¥havr 1InprE
in in lasterswithchevronorm
bini- the toptheyholdturrets.
inte- faceofthefacadebetwE
Ited. two pilasters is divided
. for The WazllKhanmosquewasbuiltbyShaikhlima/-Din. meroussquareandoblon
:y of Withthe exceptionof t
rork- madecausesofdeclensionandca- afterenteringthe serviceof Shah- who hailedfrom Gazirunin Iran. sanctuary is as wideas tile court- rectangular panels on 1
n vi- ducityareintricateandhavewide- jahan, he was firstmade superin- His tomb still stands towardstile yard ( Sahn) anp.has the maxi- and leftof tile steps,allI

spe- ranging implications. Little has tendentoftilehouse-hold(Diwan- soutil-west of tile orthogonal mum deptil of 14 metres. The long panels are horizon1
ified beendoneinPakistanto fo~ i-bayutat) and tilen the courtyardof the mosque.This sanctuaryhas5domes,tileonein Thesein turnbearJ.>erRj

i8de. such agents of decay.I wish to superintendentof theroyalitchen saint is saIdto have domiciledin tile centrebeingthe largest,rising tets renderedin beautit~
ttesi- refer candidlyto the self-styled (Mir-i-Santan).He was later pro- Lahore during the period of tile to an altitudeof 17.6metres.The in chiniwork.Ontheoth
ions conservationists. They have motedto Diwan,and deputizedas ThghIaqs. smaller domes above the side tllis magnificentgatewaJ
Ii al- doubtlesslydonemoredamagetoI subaidar (Governor) of Lahore. It seems obvious that Wazir chamberare 14.3metreshigh.All ing tile courtyardjust a
land ourarchitecturalheritagetl1ananyI Accordingto Latifmanybuildings Khan, as a mark of reverence, tilese domes are double shelled. openingtilereisa Persia!
,the- other causeof decay.Besidestile intileLahoreFortwerefashioned chose to build his mosque at tile The mosque also has four. It is on a yellowochr4
bad' monumentsofMultan,Thattaand byhim or superstructuredunder site of saint's tomb. tile mosque minarets whichwere exquisitely and written in blue 1et1
t tile Makli,BadshahiMosque,Tomqof! his direct supervision.M'athiral- was completed in tile year adorned with chiniwork. Alas ground is interspersed
ngs". Jehangir,ThmbofNwjahan,Thmb umara' narrates that it was this 1044H11634C.asisevidentfrom tileir grace and grandeur is liageofvaricoloredfolio
;titu. of AsitKhan and the mesque of WazirKhanwho laidtile founda- its chronograms. rapidlydiminishing.The~ts red boughsand twigsIII
ment WamKhanin Lahorearesomeof tion of tile city known as The Mosqu~is entered by a stand at tile four quoins of tile floscules.The bonjer is
affin- theMl~clunis-- W:~ad. This.city..is,situatedat. shoft.~-by-wayoE- ""wtyard:'Their'h~upto the t\lfo tlUn deep'"b\uebaede- adventurismmT11en~riSer" the left ofmightyChinabin pointed arch placedin a massive top of their pinnacles is 2.9me- mihrabimotifsinbetwix
,t be vation. Pakistan. 'Khan is said to rectangular portal complex. Be- tres. These minarets unlikemost Fromthepointmvie
~- THEMOSQUEofWazirKhan, have laid a garden also after tile hind tile arch is an octagonal of tile Mughalminarets have no raphy the most sumptl.
elies Lahore,wasbuiltbyShaikhllmal- completionof his mosque in La- vestibuleleadingon tilenorth and intermediary balconies. There is lionofthemosqueisitsI
; and Dinof Chiniotwhorosefromob- hore.ThisgardenwassitUated.be-~ south side into cor{idQrsa little just one balcony at tile t9P sur- . Its facadeas wellas it
tudes scruityandachievedtheportfolio tween tile present General Post over 5 metres Inwidth.TheS?cor- ~roundingthepavilition. overwhe1migh\ybedm
t reg- ofaWam duringtilereignof Em- Office(GPO)andtile centralmu- ridors have four repositories on Almosteveryconspkuoussur-Qur'anic and non-QUJ
deft- peror Shal\jahan.Accordingto seum.Withintllis gardenwas an tile westernside and fiveon east- face of tile mosque is decorated. scriptions.NonQur'anj
y the Nur Ahmad Chishty,he earned elegant 'bara-darri' which sur- em side.Alltilese repositoriesare Alltllis ornamentation is carried tion are mostlyexceIpt!
enda prominence during the vives but only as a ruined me- double domed. The courtyard out mainlyin two media,painted ditil. Not much is kno
tes a sovereigntyof Jehangir.But ac- mento of the past. The govern- measures.39.6metresfromnorth work on chunam surface and tile CalligrapherswhoVI
ly. It cordingto Kiplinghe curedoneof ment of thi Punjab has recently to soutil and a little less than 51 enameled timework. The tech- inscriptions in thismo:
Itthe the concubinesof ShalUahanand taken up the task of restoration. metres on tile other axis. In tile nique of enameled timework is mosque provides to
mum £husattainedprominence,Neither This project, as usual, is in tile middleis a square,water poor of also knownas chinikarikashikari nossieur somevery fu1
rven. of tilese writerssubstantiateshis hands of inexpert and self-styled about 10 metres each side. At a or kashiwork.Thetermskashikari cellent specimensof c;
mon- viewfromanyhistoricalsourceor restorers.Thereforethere is little distance of 39.6 metres from tile or Kashiworkhave a reference to One inscriptionhasbe
llder- reference.Hisfullname as given hopethat thepastgrandeurofthe door to tile west tile level of the tile city,of Kashan in Iran where by one MuhammadA/i
~itiler bycOritem
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factbeen knownin northern India on the gatewayincludingthe one
in early Sayyidand Lodhitombs facingthe salinweredonebyhim.
in the 15th centuryAD.Thetech- UnquestionablyAIihad an excel-
nique was also'knownin Mu1tan, lent and transcendent hand in
Hallaand Thatta in Pakistan. nastaliq.

Inside the mosque the media Unfortunately no serious at-
arch is particularly note worthy. tempt has been made to protect
There are horizontal panels all this mosquefromthe cruelhands
along the upper portions of the Qfthe inexpertandselfstyledcon-
lowerwallsto the right and left of servationists. The international
the central arch. The spandrels rules of conservationhave been
are floriated with both sides blatantlyviolatedand monument
meticulouslyequilibrated.A simi- after monument,In Pakistanbas
lar precisionof designlandexact- been ruined .The dogmasof con-
ness ofbaJancecan be seen in the servationdevisedby the Intema-
spandrelsof the arch of the main tional Congressorganizedby the
portal. The decorationinside the International Council on Monu,
sanctuary is sedately rich and ments and Sites (ICOMOS)iri
elaborate.Thismostlyconsists of Venicein 1965, were appraised ,. I
paintedfloretand epergneon a internationally.The charter of i

limemortarsurface. Venicehas been hailed by all I

Inscription perform a major those concernedwiththe protec-
role in the decoration of this tion of the architectw:alheritage. ,

IITlOI!que,Leaving aside the h\\iras Amongst many of its articles it
to the north and south of the clearly laid out two specific .!
courtyard,inscriptionsexistonaI- clauses for the circumspection '" I
most every visible part of the and documentation of monu- ..!
mosque. The long horizontal ments of historical and artistic - 1
panel above the main arch bears value.The first of the two azticles :
the Muslimconfessionof faith or says: ,
the Qalimayi Tayyibahprefixed Theprocessof restorationis a i
bythewordsafdalaIdhikr'ie .the highly specialised operation. Its I
noblestof allrecitalsis there is no aim is to preserve and reveal the I
god but Allahand Muhammad( aestheticandhistoricvalueof the I
peace and blessings of Allah be monument and is based on re- ""

1upon him) is the messenger of spect fororiginalmaterialandau-,)
Allah.The angles 04the magnifi- thentic documents. The restora- ~",I
cent gatewayhaw JlTlPressivepi- tion in any case must be '"
lasterswithchevronornament,at proceededand followedby an u I
thetoptheyholdturrets.Thesur- archeologicalandthescandalousod "

face of the facade between these and flagitious activities of these } :
two pilasters is divid~dinto nu- ultra enthusiastic selfstyled con- ;
meroussquareandoblongpanels. servationists. It is difficultto un- ",.!
WIth the exception of two large derstand how does the Auqaf ..,,'

[ofShah- whohailedfrom Gazirunin Iran. sanctuaryis as wideas the court- rectangular panels on the right people qualifyto be the custodi- i, i
lsuperin- Histomb stillstands towardsthe yard ( Sahn) and has the maxi- and left of the steps, allother ob- ans of these jewels of the past.~; I
(Diwan- south-westof the orthogonal mumdepth of 14 metres.The longpanelsarehorizontallylaid. Whythesemonumentsareinthe "'<;1'

the courtyard of the mosque. This sanctuarybas 5 domes,the onein These in turn bear Permanquar- control of Archeology Depart- \,
itchen saint is said to have domiciledmthe centrebeingthe largest,rising tets rendered in beautit~ r dStaliq ment. Do these buildingsOOlong i
!r pro- Lahoreduring the period of the to an altitudeof 17.6metres.The in chiniwork.Onthe other side of to the same category as the re- '

mtizedas ThgbIaqs. smaller domes above the side this magnificentgatewayie. fac- mains of Harappa and MoheJijo- .
rLahore. It seemsobviousthat Wazir chamberare14.3metreshigh.All ingthe courtyardjust abovethe daro.It is a pitythat wehave not 1f
buildings Khan,as a markof reverence, thesedomesare doubleshelled. openingthereisaPersianCouplet beenableto drawa dividinglien I

rioned chosetobuildhismosqueat the The mosque also has four. It is on a yellowochreground betweenarchaeologyand archi- j
under siteofsaint'stomb.themosque minaretswhichwereexquisitely and writtenin blueletters.The tecture,betweenthedeadandthe ,.j

tatbiraI- was completedin the year adorned with chiniwork.Alas groundis interspersedwithfo- livingbetweentheburiedandthe
wasthis 1044HI1634C.asisevidentfrom their grace and grandeur is liageofvaricoloredfolioIe,Indian unburiedwhenthe,contumacyof

Iefounda- itschronograrns. rapidlydiminishing.Theminarets redboughsandtwiisandorange the AuqafandArchaeologyde-
nown as TheMosqueis enteredby a standat th

,
e four quoins of the, floscules.The bon!er ~~e of ~~lYiUJ:JL4.- ~.--.-

$uated at shoJt-flig»t~steps byway01- wtutyard:'TIreirite1ght'upto"the~ ""tWIJthin iteep""'m:ue"banKswitr' The mosque of WaZlI'Khan,
Cbinabin pointedarch placedin a massive top of their pinnacles is 29 me- mihrabimotifsinbetwixt. Lahorewas measuredand drawn
is said to rectangular portal complex.Be- tres. These miruiretsunlikemost Fromthepointofviewofepig- by Amir Bakhsh and Sher
after the hind the arch is an octagonal of the Mughalminarets have no raphy the most sumptuous sec- Muhammad of the MayoSchool
lueinLa- vestibuleleadingonthenorthand intermediarybalconies. There is tionof the mosqueis its sanctuary of Arts, Lahore in 1975. Later
I81edbe- south side into corridorsa little just one balcony at the t9P sur- . Its facade as well as its interior some measured drawings of the

,eratPost over5 metres in width.Thesecor- roundingthe pavilition. over whelnUghlybedizened with same mosque were produced by
11lalmu- ridorshavefourrepositorieson Almosteveryconspicuoussur- - Qul'imicand,non-Qur'imicin-Fred H.Andrews. the principal ~

1wasan thewestern side and fiveon east- face of the mosque is decorated. scriptions. Non Qur'anic inscrip- ofthe Sameschool in 1903. Ever :
dchsur- ernside.Allthese repositoriesare Allthis ornamentationis carried tion are mostlyexceIptsfrom ha- since then no salubriousendeav-

inedme- double domed. The courtyard out mainlyin two media, painted dith. Not much is known about our has been made to measure
e govern- measures.39.6metresfromnorth work on chunam surface and the calligrapherswhowoIkedthe and draw remaining sections of

recently to southand a little less than 51 enameled timework. The tech-inscriptions in this mosque. The the mosqueto recordand publish
toration. metreson the other axis. In the nique of enameled timework is mosque provides to the con- its salient features and character-

't is in the middleis a square water poor of also knownas chinikarikashikari nossieur some very fine and ex- isties. Probablyno historic !!Ion~
self-styled about10 metres each side. At a or kashiwork.Thetermskashikari cellent specimens of calligraphy. ument in Pakistanhas been mea- ",-

teteislittle distanceof 39.6 metres from the or Kashiworkhave a referenceto One inscription has been signed $W'eddrawnor docum~ -

deuroftbe doorto the west the level of the the city of Kashanin Iran where by one MuhammadAli"His gig- since the creatiol\';Of' ",
reVl#d.'
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_11111 co~ard' 0 f I \il.-t 'h9~r ~ ed'witlf' ~~aill~ "t the gateway.It can be assumed meme~ on their dispoSar, ,
-haq,com- eastern,northernandsouthern pJ:~th China( Chillior, onstylisticantecedentsthatall.in- existto lookafter the architec-

bn Badshah, sidesof tl.!..~ have h':Yras'The sini) clay. ffiIazedtim
,

ework had in- ~ scriptions that all the inscription tural heritage of this country.
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