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Prot. Dr. Shaukat Mehmood

So they destroyed,

Their by their oun
Hands and.....
'R:ketmmg men,
Oye with eyes (to see)!

— Sura lix (al-Hashr),2.

AHORE, for the first

time, fell into the hands

of the Sikhs in 1756.
Singh was the first

ruler of the city.

‘When Ahmad Shah Abdali invaded
Lahore for the seventh time in Jan-

uary 1764 sikhs dispelled and re-
ceded in the northern mountains

e

Dlsaster in the ma
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British who took Lahore from
parture of the British in 1947 the
memories of the Sikh rulers have
been rejuvinated as far as Muslim
architectural heritage is con-
cerned. A large number of monu-
ments have disappeared from the
very face of the earth while others
are being sacrificed, destroyed
and transmuted either in the name
of restoration and conservation or

without putting up any confronta-  to make room for urban expansion
tion. But no sooner had Ahmad and agri
Shah left the city, the Sikhs again THE
emerged on the scene and took  restoration and protection of his-
control of Lahore. The city of La- toric buildings necessitates sapient
hore was then divided into three  and cautious manipulation of re-
sector heralding the triumvirate  sources which include administra-
rule of Sikhs. The rulers of Lahore  tive, financial and technical as-
were Gujjar Singh, Lahna Singh  pects. Conservation demands
and Sobha Singh. During this infe-  rational insight and a selfless dis-
licitous and ill-started period Is-  cernment of responsibility towards
lamic monuments of Lahore were  the monument. Amongst many,
ruthlessly destroyed, mutilated one particular case of concern is
and deprived of their elegance. So  the e of Wazir Khan at La-
despicable was their appetite that hore. The condition of this
they demolished many a monu- mosque in spite of long term ex-
ment of their respective domanins h'awga.ntplammprowct and re-
in order to sell their bricks and  pair it, has continued to deterio-
timber. Sobha Singh died in 1797 -rm.WhMVerhasbeendoneis
Mohar Singh. Lahna was suc- a tctal state of neglect. The chini-

by Chet Singh. They both  work on their exteriors is disinte-
were thoroughly profligate in  grating unchecked and unabated.

every discipline of their lives. They  They are also out of bounds for

lacked temperament as well as  the public. “The methodology of
magnetism, Seizing the opportu- conservation applies to all work-
nity Ranjit Singh took Lahore in  ers in the field and is based on vi-
1799. He was a dynamic ruler but  sual inspections which lead to spe-
with lot of antagonistic qualities.  cific investigations to the justified
He reduced Amritsar in 1802, depth before a diagnosis is made.
Ludhiana in 1806, Qasur in 1809, A conservationist should not hesi-
Kangra in 1813, Attock in 1814, tate to obtain second opinions
Multan in 1818, Peshawar and when necessary. All practical al-
Kashmir in 1819-20, Laddakh in  ternatives should be explored and
1834. He died in Lahore on the then evaluated in the light of the-

CONSERVATION, = |’

The Wazir Khan mosgque was built by Shaikh limal-Din.

made causes of declension and ca-  after entering the service of Shah-
ducity are intricate and have wide-  jahan, he was first made superin-
ranging implications. Little has  tendent of the house-hold (Diwan-

2Tth of June 1839 at the age of

ory in order to find the ‘least bad’

been done in Pakistan to forestall
such agents of decay. I wish to
refer candidly to the self-styled
conservationists. They have
doubtlessly done more damage to
our architectural heritage than any
other cause of decay. Besides the

i-bayutat) and then the
superintendent of the royal itchen
(Mir-i-Saman). He was later pro-
moted to Diwan, and deputized as
subaidar (Govemor) of Lahore.

Accordmg to Latif many buildings
in the Lahore Fort were fashioned

57. Inspite of his many commend-  solution, which must respect the
able qualities he was greedy, lusty  qualities in the historic buildings”.
and vindictive. He converted all THE DEGREE and constitu-
mosques of Lahore into powder tion of the historic monument

their precious adjuncts and their  studied in isolation |
maﬁa‘ialmmtommsarfor rons. Conservations work relies

monuments of Mulan, Thattaand, by him or superstructured under
Makli, Badshahi Mosque, Tomb of!  his direct supervision. M'athir al-

upon making investigations and
reports with methodical intertudes

Jehangir, Tomb of Nurjahan, Tomb |
of Asif Khan and the mosque of
Wazir I{han in Lahure are some of

Din of Chiniot who rose from ob-

* THE MOSQUE of Wazir Khan,
Lahore, was built by Shaikh imal-

umara’ narrates that it was this
Wazir Khan who laid the founda-
tion of Lhe city known as

have laid a garden a.!so after the
completion of his mosque in La-
hore, This garden was situated be-

sarcophagi and ceno-  on all parts of the monument reg-
taphs of the Muslim mausolea in  istering all the perceptible defi-
search of treasures. So unscrupu-  ciencies in order to remedy the
lous and vile his character was causes of decay and recommend a
that he deprived Prince Shah cogent treatment that implicates a
Shuja of the famous diamond Koh- minimum intervention only. It
i-Nur while the exiled ex-prince of  must be clearly realised that the
Kabul had taken refuge with him  best conservation is the minimum

scruity and achieved the portfolio  tween the present General Post
of a Wazir during the reign of Em-  Office (GPO) and the central mu-
peror Shahjahan. According to  seum. Within this garden was an

on the invitation of Ranjit Singh

intervention. More the interven-

Nur Ahmad Chishty, he earned
prominence during the
sovereignty of Jehangir. But ac-
cording to Kipling he cured one of
the concubines of Shahjahan and
thus attained prominence. Neither

elegant ‘bara-darri’ which sur-
vives but only as a ruined me-
mento of the past. The govern-
ment of the Punjab has recently
taken up the task of restoration.
This project, as usual, is in the

himself. This was the style of his  tion more the damage to the mon-
ument. We must clearly under-

of these writers substantiates his hands of inexpert and self-styled
view from any historical source or  restorers. Therefore there is little
reference. Hlsﬁﬂlnameas ex} hopethatt.hepastgrandemofthe

THE DAMAGE done to'the ' stand that rebuilding is neither “/" by conitemporaneotis' hi: honument will everbe revived, "
Muslim monuments-of the eity was> conservationnor: i 2ot vy Stk Toral-Din-Thn 4 151 THE MOSQUE Wa@r ?
ired to some extent when AMONGST the thany causeés of '~ Abd al'latif ibn ‘Shaikh Hisam wasbuﬂiatthemteof&ne omb o

Ranjit Singh married a Muslisa... decay one particular category is
strumpet Moran, and then by the  that of man-made causes. Man-

——————

Din. Mulla Abdal-Hamid Lahuri in Sayyid Muhammad Is-hag, com-
his ‘Badshahnama’ writes that monly known as Miran Badshah,

who hailed from Gazir
His tomb still stands t
south-west of the «
courtyard of the mo
saint is said to have d
Lahore during the p¢
Tughlags.

It seems obvious
Khan, as a mark of
chose to build his m¢
site of saint’s tomb.
was completed in
1044H/1634 C. asis
its chronograms.

The Mosque is ¢

rectangular portal (
hind the arch is a
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south side into cor
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made causes of declension and ca-
ducity are intricate and have wide-
ranging implications. Little has
been done in Pakistan to forestall
such agents of decay. I wish to
refer candidly to the self-styled
conservationists. They have
doubtlessly done more damage to
our architectural heritage than any
other cause of decay. Besides the
monuments of Multan, Thatta and |
Makli, Badshahi Mosque, Tomb of |
Jehangir, Tomb of Nurjahan, Tomb '
of Asif Khan and the mosque of
‘Wazir Khan m L.ahorc are some of

~ vation.
THE MOSQUE of Wazir Khan,
Lahore, was built by Shaikh fimal-
Din of Chiniot who rose from ob-
scruity and achieved the portfolio
of a Wazir during the reign of Em-
peror Shahjahan. According to
Nur Ahmad Chishty, he earned
prominence  during the
sovereignty of Jehangir. But ac-
cording to Kipling he cured one of
the concubines of Shahjahan and
thus attained prominence. Neither
of these writers substantiates his
view from any historical source or
reference. His full name as
ither /" by contemporaneous historiafis
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S Abd al'tatif tbn ‘Shaikh Hisar al-
¥is  Din. Mulla Abdal-Hamid Lahuri in
pn-  his ‘Badshahnama’ writes that

is- . Wazl
- the left

The Wazir Khan mosque was Mﬂ by Shmkﬂ llm!—mn.

after entering the service of Shah-
Jjahan, he was first made superin-
tendent of the house-hold (Diwan-
i-bayutat) and then the
superintendent of the royal itchen
(Mir-i-Saman). He was later pro-
moted to Diwan, and deputized as
subaidar (Governor) of Lahore.
According to Latif many buildings
in the Lahore Fort were fashioned
by him or superstructured under
his direct supervision. M'athir al-
umara’ narrates that it was this
Wazir Khan who laid the founda-
tion of t.he ('lty known as

of mighty Chinab in

Pakistan. Wazir Khan is said to
have laid a garden also after the
completion of his mosque in La-
hore. This garden was situated be-
tween the present General Post
Office (GPO) and the central mu-
seum. Within this garden was an
elegant ‘bara-darri’ which sur-
vives but only as a ruined me-
mento of the past. The govern-
ment of the Punjab has recently
taken up the task of restoration.
This project, as usual, is in the
hands of inexpert and self-styled
restorers. Therefore there is little
hope that the past grandeur of the

monument will éver be revived.*”'
S iy Sttt Toriad-Dine T Shakchis

THE MOSQUE of Wazir Kha
was built at the site of the tomb of
Sayyid Muhammad Is-hag, com-
monly known as Miran Badshal,

This city is situated a..

"' courtyard rises by 15 ¢
“Thus the’ sunken® portu:m of the.
"courtyard forms'a Square. The'”
eastern, northern and southern

: @.‘ ’V\’x e

who hailed from Gazirun in Iran.
His tomb still stands towards the
south-west of the orthogonal
courtyard of the mosque. This
saint is said to have domiciled in
Lahore during the period of the

It seems obvious that Wazir
Khan, as a mark of reverence,
chose to build his mosque at the
site of saint’s tomb. the mosque
was completed in the year
1044H/1634 C. as is evident from
its chronograms.

The Mosque is entered by a

o oy

rectangular portal complex. Be-

hind the arch is an octagonal
vestibule leading on the north and
south side into corridors a little
over 5 metres in width. These cor-
ridors have four repositories on
the western side and five on east-
ern side.All these repositories are
double domed. The courtyard
measures. 39.6 metres from north
to south and a little less than 51
metres on the other axis. In the
middle is a square water poor of
about 10 metres each side. At a
distance of 39.6 metres from the
door to the west the level of t.he

sides of the sahn have huj

stand al t,he four quoins of the

sanctuary is as wide as the court-
yard ( Sahn) and has the maxi-
mum depth of 14 metres. The
sanctuary has 5 domes, the one in
the centre being the largest, rising
to an altitude of 17.6 metres. The
smaller domes above the side
chamber are 14.3 metres high. All
these domes are double shelled.
The mosque also has four
minarets which were exquisitely
adorned with chiniwork. Alas
their grace and grandeur is
rapidly diminishing. The minarets

tres. "lhese mma.rets imhke most
of the Mughal minarets have no
intermediary balconies. There is
just one balcony at the top sur-
rounding the pavilition.

Almost every conspicuious sur-
face of the mosque is decorated.
All this ornamentation is carried
out mainly in two media, painted
work on chunam surface and
enameled timework. The tech-
nique of enameled timework is
also known as chinikari kashikari
or kashiwork. The terms kashikari
or Kashiwork have a reference to
the c:tyofKaslmnm]rmwhere
“this" techniqué ™ originated,.
~Chinjkari refers to- the designs

ith China ( Chini or
iazed timework had in-

fact been known in northes
in early Sayyid and Lodh
in the 15th century AD. T}
nique was also known in_
Halla and Thatta in Pakist
Inside the mosque the
arch is particularly note
There are horizontal pa
along the upper portion:
lower walls to the right an
the central arch. The sp:
are floriated with botl
meticulously equilibrated.
lar precision of design an
ness of balance can be see
spandrels of the arch of ti
portal. The decoration in
sanctuary is sedately ri
elaborate. This mostly cor
painted floret and eperg
lime mortar surface.
Inscription perform
role in the decoration
mosque, Leaving aside th
to the north and south
courtyard, inscriptions ex
most every visible part
mosque. The long ho
panel above the main an
the Muslim confession of
the Qalima yi Tayyibah |
by the words afdal al dhik
noblest of all recitals is th
god but Allah and Muha
peace and blessings of .
upon him) is the mess:
Allah. The angles o' the
cent gateway have umpre
lasters with chevron orn:
the top they hold turrets.
face of the facade betwe
two pilasters is divided
merous square and oblon
With the exception of t
rectangular panels on |
and left of the steps, all
long panels are horizon
These in turn bear Persi
tets rendered in beautitu
in chiniwork. On the oth
this magnificent gatewa;
ing the courtyard just a
opening there is a Persias
. It is on a yellowochri
and written in blue let
ground is interspersed
liage of varicolored folic
red boughs and twigs ar
ﬂoscn]es. The border is

mitualﬁrmﬂsmhetwh

From the point of vie
raphy the most sumpt
tion of the mosque is its
. Its facade as well as it
over whelmighly bedizs
Qur'anic and non-Qu
scriptions. Non Qur’an
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who hailed from Gazirun in Iran.  sanctuary is as wide as the court-
His tomb still stands towards the  yard ( Sahn) and has the maxi-
south-west of the orthogonal mum depth of 14 metres. The
courtyard of the mosque. This sanctuary has 5 domes, the one in
saint is said to have domiciled in  the centre being the largest, rising
Lahore during the period of the to an altitude of 17.6 metres. The
Tughlags. smaller domes above the side
It seems obvious that Wazir chamber are 14.3 metres high. All
Khan, as a mark of reverence, these domes are double shelled.
chose to build his mosque at the The mosque also has four
site of saint's tomb.themosque minarets which were exquisitely
was completed in the year adorned with chiniwork. Alas
1044H/1634 C. asis evident from  their grace and grandeur is
its chronograms. rapidly diminishing, The minarets
The Mosque is entered by a

d arch placed in a massive  top of the

hind the arch is an octagonal of the Mughal minarets have no
vestibule leading on the northand  intermediary balconies. There is
south side into corridors a little just one balcony at the top sur-
over 5 metres in width.These cor-  rounding the pavilition.

ridors have four repositories on Almost every conspicuous sur-
the western side and five on east-  face of the mosque is decorated.
ern side.All these repositories are  All this ornamentation is carried
double domed. The courtyard out mainly in two media, painted
measures. 39.6 metres fromnorth  work on chunam surface and
to south and a little less than 51  enameled timework. The tech-
metres on the other axis. In the nique of enameled timework is
middle is a square water poor of  also known as chinikari kashikari
about 10 metres each side. At a  or kashiwork. The terms kashikari
distance of 39.6 metres from the  or Kashiwork have a reference to
door to the west the level of the the city of Kashan in Iran where

d," b)’ 15 centimetérs. thls
- "<:oux‘tya.rt’lﬁ.[’e

eastern, northern and southern  pr¢
sides of the sahn have hujras. The: * sin

with China ( Chini or
Hazed timework had in-

stand at the four quoins of the

dto redmgularpoﬁn.lcomplex Be-  tres. These minaretsunhkemost

fact been known in northern India
in early Sayyid and Lodhi tombs
in the 15th century AD. The tech-
nique was also known in Multan,
Halla and Thatta in Pakistan.

Inside the mosque the media
arch is particularly note worthy.
There are horizontal panels all
along the upper portions of the
lower walls to the right and left of
the central arch. The spandrels
are floriated with both sides
meticulously equilibrated. A simi-
lar precision of design and exact-
ness of balance can be seen in the
spandrels of the arch of the main
portal. The decoration inside the
sanctuary is sedately rich and
elaborate. This mostly consists of
painted floret and epergne on a
lime mortar surface.

Inscription perform a major
role in the decoration of this
mosque, Leaving aside the hyjras
to the north and south of the
courtyard, inscriptions exist on al-
most every visible part of the
mosque. The long horizontal
panel above the main arch bears
the Muslim confession of faith or
the Qalima yi Tayyibah prefixed
by the words afdal al dhikr’i e . the
noblest of all recitals is there is no
god but Allah and Muhammad (
peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) is the messenger of
Allah. The angles o the magnifi-
cent gateway have \mpressive pi-
lasters with chevron ornament, at
the top they hold turrets. The sur-
face of the facade between these
two pilasters is divided into nu-
merous square and oblong panels.
Withthe exception of two large

panels on the right
a.ndleftofﬂleswps,alloﬂ\erob-
long panels are horizontally laid.
These in turn bear Persian quar-
tets rendered in beautiful r astaliq
in chiniwork. On the other side of
this magnificent gateway i.e. fac-
ing the courtyard just above the
opening there is a Persian Couplet
. It is on a yellowochre ground
and written in blue letters. The
ground is interspersed with fo-
liage of varicolored foliole, Indian
red boughs and twigs and orange

ﬂoscules, The border is ma.dc of

F‘rom the pmnt of view of epig-
raphy the most sumptuous sec-
tion of the mosque is its sanctuary
. Its facade as well as its interior
over whelmighly bedizened with
Qur'anic and non-Qur'anic in-
scriptions. Non Qur’'anic inscrip-
tion are mostly excerpts from ha-
dith. Not much is known about
the calhgmphets who worked the
inscriptions in this mosque. The
mosque provides to the con-
nossieur some very fine and ex-
cellent specimens of calligraphy.
One inscription has been mgned
by one Muhammad Ali . Hls

S R e
jfari refers - on the
fo rmfd.F ﬂi:'e 'lt'i:é‘] “'prepared with porcelain m‘[ “of the

gateway. It can be assumed
on stylistic antecedents that all in-
scriptions that all the inscription

e ————..

on the gateway including the one
facing the sahn were done by him.
Unquestionably Ali had an excel-
lent and transcendent hand in

Unfortunately no serious at-
tempt has been made to protect
this mosque from the cruel hands
of the inexpert and self styled con-
servationists. The international
rules of conservation have been
blatantly violated and monument
after monument, In Pakistan has
been ruined . The of con-
servation devised by the Interna-
tional Congress ized by the
International Council on Monu-
ments and Sites (ICOMOS) in
Venice in 1965, were appraised
internationally. The charter of
Venice has been hailed by all
those concerned with the protec-
tion of the architectural heritage.
Amongst many of its articles it
clearly laid out two specific
clauses for the circumspection
and documentation of monu-
ments of historical and artistic
value. The first of the two articles

The process of restoration is a
highly specialised operation. Its
aim is to preserve and reveal the
aesthetic and historic value of the
monument and is based on re-
spect for original material and au-
thentic documents. The restora-
tion in any case must be
proceeded and followed by an
archeological and the scandalous
and flagitious activities of these
ultra enthusiastic self styled con-
servationists. It is difficult to un-
derstand how does the Auqaf
people qualify to be the custodi-
ans of these jewels of the past.
Why these monuments are in the
control of Archeology Depart-
ment. Do these buildings belong
to the same category as the re-
mains of Harappa and Mohenjo-
daro . It is a pity that we have not
been able to draw a dividing lien
between archaeology and archi-
tecture, between the dead and the
living between the buried and the
unburied when the contumacy of
the Auqaf and Archaeology de-
pa.rtmentvnllelld

Ther

by Amir Bakhsh and Sher
Muhammad of the Mayo School
of Arts, Lahore in 1975. Later
some measured drawings of the
same mosque were produced by
Fred H. Andrews . the principal
of the same school in 1903. Ever
since then no salubrious endeav-
our has been made to measure
and draw remaining sections of
the mosque to record and publish
its salient features and character-
istics. Probably no historic mon-
ument in Pakistan has been mea-

sureddmntrdocmmmdeve;_
since the creation of Pakistan,

. though_not one but twu f.lalf'.; ,
-ﬂedgeg.departmmt, orit |
merise funds on their dJsposaI i

exist to look after the architec-
tural heritage of this country.
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